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Dairy of Eugenia FHibbard Skeins

HARNEY COUNTY AS T SAW IT ON A TURER HONTES TRIP OF COellinD

BUSTNESS AND PLEASURE]

Papa, Llewellyn (my brother) and myself rollkd out of HBurns
in a cloud of dust May the 18th ét noon, We sped over the smooth roads
~of Farney Valley and had soon past (sic) Harney City. We soon climbed the
mountains that took us out ¢f dear old Hlarney Valley, and shortly after Qe
reached the top of the Stinkingwater Mountain on each side stretched the
endless miles of sagebrush,

As we were coasting smoothly down the mountains we met two
freight teams on one of the narrow nortions of the grade, So ILlewellyn
drove our car out on the very edge of the hipgh grade, thus gust making rcom
for the freight team to pass, The man slowed his team but at the s ight of the
car the le-~ders became frightened and backed into our car, s T was sitting
in the back seat next to the horses with a trunk and a suitcace on the other
side, I could not get out, 7The horses backed into me and began to lunge,
[apa Jumped out and g rabbed their bits, but he could not hold them, ‘the
driver of the other team came up and they soon controlled (the horses). And
they passed safely on, We went down into thev alley crossing a river., iow
and’then passing a homestead cabin, About L p.m., we rolled into Drewseyw hem
we purcha;ed a few things, Llhen we went over the mountain andr eached Afeocy
lelgy with the northern fork of the Malheur liver winding its way throuph

xé?ée;kfiéidﬁﬁgf g;;iﬁ and alfalfa,

We stopoed at the Agency Ranch .owned by the P.L.S. Company where
we remained for about a week., On our trip back to Drewsey it just pored (sic)
rain, and in spite of the chains we had on ocur car it slid all over the road
and gometimes out of the road. Our lights went out just about a mile ocuto f

Drewsey, We tried to gzet into t own without them, but the first thingwe knew

we were astride the vanster of the riverbridye.
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Just a slight push and the car would of gone over into the river, PYapa walked
to town and got some men, a horse and a light, We reached the hitel Just
about half past eleven, I had carried a pie which a woman had given us fora
lunch over all that bad road and just as I got out of the car I turned it
upside down, With nothing but a few oranges for supper, wew ent to our

rooms,

We were in Drewsey abouttrwovoeéks when we left for Juntunm , But
about six milés this side of Juntura our low gear gave out sowe had to goon in
high, Ve were pretty well jambed up when we resched there, 1 was quite
dissppointed in Juntura as I expected to see 5 very beautiful valley and quite
a town, Yut very little of the land was fertile enough to pay to try ho cultivat e
it. The town also was made up mostly of tents and bums, Lilke any new railroa
town there were not many law abiding citizens so consequently I did nd enjoy
my waek stop here, From there we went oversome very rough country to kiverside
where the railroad was expected to reach by fall, ’

The next day we left for Barren Vallen whichw e did notr ech until
the following day about noon on account of getting into some guick sand. Our
car mired down and we did not get out until dark so we were doomed to
seek an old deserted house, We also made supper and brealfast on a dozen
crackers and one orange so when we reached Barren W lley at noon the next
day we appreciated the dinner we had with Fr, Vieeees » One would think
by the name Barren the valley would look rather desolate but contrary itw as
really all in grain and alfalfa fields, <The valley was five or 10 miles wide
and about 25 miles long, We reached Follyfarm where ir. beal had turned
the desert into a productive farm by holding the flood waters back by a
large dike until he wasready to use it. On irday we visited the neal

girls who have homested high upon Burnt and Dream (?) Flats, both beipg

former graduates of the Harney County High Scheol,




page 3 Skeins Dairy

The antelope up there were so tame that they came very close
to the house and did not seem much frightened at the sight of a person,
¥rom There we followed up the snow capped Steins Mts. which seemed as
enormous walls to keep the settlgrs from passing over into Harney Valley,

We past the small town of Alluson, We next etopped the Mann lake Rand

, (staid)

- where we stayed for about a week, Itwas at the foot of the towering
Stein Mts, On and on = uth we rolled until we came to the Alvord Deserf;
*t is about 12 miles long and 9 miles wide and as smooth amd as bare as

a floor, We all took turns of opening the car up and letting her fl ye,
From here we passed over the divide to the Wildhorse Valley, pulling up at
the hotel DeSmith (sic). We worked in that vicinity for 25 days. We also
spent the glorious Fourth there seeing many strange sights  While there
we visited the beautiful Wild Horse lake nestled in the most irmccessible
center of Stein Mts, Here the snow was in abundance altheughi t was
after the Fourth of July. We enjoyed some of the winter sports on the s rnmer
snow field,

Of all rough places, this town of Wildhorse takes the cake. Here
we dressed gun wounds, knive wounds and broken heads,

On leaving we did not wish to take the sandy desert road leading
to the Whitehorse so we went a longer way which took us by the hot 1 ale and
borax works., 'This we found a very interesting loa lity., One large warm RLake
in which we took a bath and many many smaller ones part of which wereb oiling,
Some no larger around than a dollar, The old bomax plant is naw disusd ad
is falling to peices, All of the houses here are built of sod, We soon
continued our journey going up the beautiful Trout Creek over whicht ke re

has been so much litigation. We passed over the devide tot he White Horse

Ranch where Todhunter and Devine once lived in all their glory,

Their race horse stables are still in evidence, They are
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all built of white stone, While here we witnessed the operation of perhaps
the swiftest hay crew in the world, They were putting up two and three large
stacks of hay per day, Using 17 large horses and many, many men, ‘g

spent about a week here occupying the delightful little white hause, On
leaving here we passed up one of the most beautiful streams T ever had the
pleasure of seeing, At the mouth of this stream was the old stonef ort

used in early days to protect the stage route., Then wishing to take

vesooWe followed up an old wood road 8 or 10 miles with cut car. lere wé found
a beautiful place to stop, We had a little lunch néw as it was noont ime., Ve
fosmetmampmanki®mdmmf ound splendid fishing here., Also a splendid No, of
rattlesnakes which I declared they were 10 feet 1ohg when two of them
cornered me up against a large rim-rock, We fished on andon not knowing

how far we went so by the time we reached the c ar again it was so dark that

we decided to lay out, Without any covers, a few crusts of bread andplenty
of fish we managed to pass the night with somed egree of comfort., We had
fish for breakfast and fish for dinner. Then we left, That beautiful

spot so gifted by nature and wound our way over the almost endless fields

of sagebrush till we reached a small station called Oreville which takes

its name from the numerous prospect holes that have been dug by miners huntingtor
copper and gold, After L or 5 days there, we went on south to Denio which is
half in Oregon and half in Nevada, Here we spend some of the warmest

August days which were made hotter by the dry hot wimds coming o fft he sand
deserts, While here we went up to see the large Ashdown gold mine whichw
found to be very interesting as we had the pleasure of being t aken txhxmzngan
through the mill and through one of’ the eight levels where we spent two a
three hours traveling underground, #nd being told by the superintendent as

we emerged that we had visited aliout only one humreth part of the mine,
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We visited the Cowdan mine which was also situated in Nevada, Ve then turned
our car north and east and went up the north Cottonwood creek where we pent
a few days working and eating fruit, We then wind northwest to t'ield Station
Saxion

where we worked for five or six days, !ere was where our Mr, Baxion was
shot down by Harry Egburt., At last one morning we started overt hed evide
- that took us into Catlow, We passcd a beautiful little reservoirw here
we found some fine shooting, We stopped at the beautitul P ranch that
evening and found that locality improved very much by a splendid grade downt he
big hill and also an intercsting side road down through the centero f the
swamp on the bankds of the emmence (sic) canel which drains the swamp,
“rs, Allen made it very pleasant for uswhile we were there and we  easted
on the famous Blitzen trout,

It was only a half days drive from there to Burns but it was
an interesting half &y,
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