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Arthw Eairmrd Olsen srn bor*t ln $en Froanelseo on

Pslat $trest three d*ye *ftsr flrrlctxes, lg$6r ths lrsst but' ona ef,

the ten chlJ.dran bErn to Gwten *nd El"l*n Ol**nr tnuigr*ntt.

Gtrstav $Evsr5$ 0lsen 1&s s rstlve ef KrLati*ns*rdt

a poxt c{ty ln t he Oe}s FJord of Noreray, drura h{a bkth vm,e necorded

on August J0, 1845. lle r**s prrrbab}y the first ehlld of ssY"I.gli he

hed ln argr event a sleter, Ol*ve, a,nci a brotlrer, J/rgen, both Pungpr

than he. !{hen not yet sl.}rtsen *u*tav left L}re hore of $}s.t aee'me ie'

hsve been a faniS"y of eolld r€pnrt*tr.ss ard mdeat, ffe&ns. Ha went to

e€&r $everel years latar - ebout 1S65 - hs selled rqlth s me"ch*nt'na"n

bourd for $an Franetseo by wey ef Capa l{$rx. Alrea$ an e:perLenced

scs$sn, he held a Jun{er offleerra berttr, Accordlng to skatc}ty aeeounts

p'esepred by hia ehLldr;n (Utus hie yor*gest eon, Guotnv Ol,ssr tces lcatbe

to talk a,bsut liJ.malf ), the young nari-n*f, f*IL out wlth his superlsrs

durtng ihe vogage, fhe grLev*nee !8s saY€nr eneagh to lnop{re h$m

to Jgnp shtp rchen the veesel dreppd arphor ln $an Fr*nofleca Bay.

f|e htd out 1n tht 0ontre Ceeta hll"3s asf,eas ths Bsf

r*hlle a shl-pts Feg..t,}rr ln thB e,uetom qf tlre dey, eought the deaerd'etr.

&rlhen the vessel r'm.s rafelg beyord the het''Xgon, OJstn r*turnd ta

San Francleee. $urdrg hls ftrst yeers Ln Arn*rice hs corttlrurod t*

fol]ow the se*, mnklrrg & suq€&sslsn of trhs.}lng rrqfegGa oub *f Son

Franetsco, In tS69 he l"raft ihe ssar rrslnr to rettrr*. Iadacdt dwlng

the flfty yeers Left to hJm, Gustev Olson dld nst ventrEra f,ar sff the

treck he sade eech day betwsan hJ.a ?see errd tl€ af,ffeee of Dunlraun,

Carr1gan & Co, n wholesalo &J"etrlkrtora of general rete{l trGf,ehandisst

rshers throughout four dscde* 0Le*n pooea*ad erd€fe erd e*eeurtts.
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?he s'lditch rrsu vtsrerr* deek to *renkre daak las
occasioned by hi.o narrlqge to &llen &*ry Fortsrl&, sn rr-J"*h glrl r*hc

had arrlrred ln $*n Franclseo *y$n bor€ reeantJy than ha, $tw $a*
h'orr in th e*s'i-r pwt erty ef He*cfErd" naet of county hkxford"
Irelenci, cn Apr11 ?o, 1848. It, les a tlaen J*ot aftar the Foteto
Famine, wlren rriah af arl eJ.aeees peured awL of tlreir depe*a*d and

eippressed lsf''nd' Ttre Fortons F wstrG * bourgaots family then errlur{.ng"
along rrith &ast of rralard, *traLtened oireqesta.nces.

A dtotin6ulehed f igtrrc rn ths f,antlg pentham rea srlmre
grardfatherr Ca'ptaln *rltnrr Fal*wrc, maa*ar ln t ha eerly tgih ecr*,ury
of a mrchant veeeel ln trade wtth tb ueet esaet of Franc* End

!4editer*Ln*an ports. l&s prnfeeei*n, lt, aeo&a, rsy in thc fcur.ry
traditl"<m; tt ia s,sser*ed ths,t thsra !s Bneton Lrlood dn tlre Fertune
Fa.ntly. futtsr slsen nex'ed her l^ast son *ft€r her grardfethcr.

rf atti.tudes greva.lent i"n the Gustev oi.*sr f*d.r.y anet

the accounts of EILenra chLldren stfllsg taruetwrorthy wltrcro, the atsos-
phere of the F*rtune f*ni.ty ln wexford rsre Lntonaely lrteh, Lnte*ealr
catjrolle ard r-nten**ly eor.orad by *. s€ns6 of oppnrssrm et, th* hs*ds
of the govenning llnsll.sh, The FaefuB rrlas 6v€r r,ilmn .irille$ ]r*s bqrn,
but the tlde of emrgrat{on is Amari.ca r",aaLffid tr, f,}osd drrirg t}m
1856t* ard rs&ts. Areng the *n{granbs wsra s nwrber sf Fartune

rel-atlnes end frlend*, $o&s *rd€d in $an Franelseo. &lf.*nro srdsst
l:rotherl fho&as $ran Forbrne, tallcd froc hls earlipat ohlldhsad af -
gs3"ng ?o Amrica. when he rn'ae trelv*n hedloeppearsd fron i1ffisr *nd nons

in the far&ily ener hesrd sf hl,o egal,n. rn later rears they estred
rvhether he too eight hale rmdr hln ray to *ner"lctr. erd th*re bsew
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the epxatacu3ar$ sueseesful firenetarn Thm*a Fwtune ftrnn. Hi6

egs tlq.s *bout rl4ht, ard s6r*n fu laget*cl to hava ar*lved l"n Arunlea

ae a bogr r*thout fem{ly"

In the lata tSd0ts the urge to grt CIut t:f the da*d end

that was T^rel*nd ard tnto t,tle Lffid of CIppor*.rntty etlrl rwr strurg i.n

tha Fsrtrrlle fan!.lp. A* ch* n.prreeshsd adu].thocd, &rlen s,e sent ts
relatives reently settl$d tn $a*1 Franqlsco. Ons **n dj-nlne frae

photographe sade ye&rs Letcr tlrat clp rde& I firll*fj.guned g{rl,
five feet tp sr thrac tmhaa k11, wlth etrang, regul*r festumE -
pnobably nn unrrernJ-$ attreetfur* yolmg \*csran. {:lvaqy sw ef har

childron rne goodr-l.oeildng, srd et J.eest two of her deught*tru lg.Brn!

beautl"ee ln their youth). s}l*n $'artune ree afsa equipped vlth r
f3.m\r*661d ret af prl"nrlF*lenn s, deterxl.md per*ona"ltty a.rd, lt would

s€stsr a t'alsnt for ahrcld hq.wd:al"d mnagenant, ?her€ gan ba ns dsub&

ih*t t"he dE f**to hesd of the f,rustav sle€n fastlr rma, f,tam thc tl"srs

of the earllest eserg of the e hlldrpn, &llsn Fo:tu*e OJ.*sno

Ho rewrd hes 
. b6en p*senred af how Gustev Olacn srd

F,llLen Fsrtune neto nor of hslr Long tkgr }ns* eeetr other beferc nn:rrylngi,

?he narriage to*k plses on June 1, lSS$ at lror par:Lah chur*h, $t. francj"gt.

sson efter tle oleens nolred frosn e hcuse t hey ranted on T*lg/sr*$r

lltll out to the new lfsstern Additi.sn - vLrtuelg country ln the

$an Frareisco sf a eentwy s.so.. ?hry bught. a lwuse cn Foat straot

near l"Jron and reyer ltrred anInrher* elec ag*Ln, ?he har.e*r ?5?? s*t
$treat, stends todsyn a ch*r*eterlsttc san Fmneieco wosd-framd

rqnr howss tlrre* stex*ee hlgh, bay*rr{ndcrmdo a slde haL} *nd et,a"irsese

givi'€ on to nunrcrsus sffill r*ffi.
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flrc Slegg crs*ed tbaf horrse hr? v*ry lltt3s *ls*,
rt i.6 ds'rH,f,u: tb*, ah6 faelb r#.s 6&,r sr* tl*ea * mrth sr t*o
alrsad of $uatan *lmnts spd*si sel"*lTr. ?tre elrtidrse rrmb*red
* eht}dhood ln drlch t"he pleaour** xere r*al bub e*aplm. Ifa.**t*nri*,

f,or **anplnl l*rrp lr*rm}*p t*k*n ta rrearbp l4srln Scr:*ty1 th* f*xqtlff -
Jsrnd b,y Fo*t st*t*t f,rfumdg - riy{nff l"n tcsts. $avir€r arcldtng
dob&; w'kirls a dgrllsr etrr*+h * thas* w** vl"r4ues strc***d fui trs
t}3sen faeily, Tb*:se or"m*,xos,tan*es sf frtrgsl" rwspe*t*bi1{tfl profomdly
affe*tn*l t'he *cry the ye&n6 slxenp f;rc$ ry t*r xsok sL th* rsrfd" yh*

histor*ss of ihe *ight vb rc,*sM mturl*y *rs ur*aarkd" es far *s rn
katrfltlf by a airyls sruture *f fLeahaSr**sG sr fs**.t*h ancb*aregau*e,

tte tJlsers d*d wt camjdw tbwa*lyes ts bs Festr.
H*vrr r*,E tlx f,extly tabl* ahry* ef fad. &e on* rs& Gv{sr s*}d or
regd or wntl.rqg ln *es*r*.laL aers, F}*o*.egFeS€ *lf, Lk shl*ldrffi ,"n

ehildl*sd *red adolescsnc* ahan the brrye tn tc*s tn*.cksrbe*er su{*s

etld ttle Strl* Ln fip*b ets:relpd f,rsek &nlred *ri.th bsnp **d lace.
11he g$'rle &t€d6d strls Htsh ristffiJ., a, seth*)"I-c *{ep asbel $trirb
pr*r$.wblg clerSrs a aoseei tdrLti$s. &lL sf th* ebtldren pref*urd
ts lmk b*ok r,rpon * hmy shtrdM fweaod f,trsi *pen ttr hom, t&en

tlpon the resl&a*te} atrwt* sf, tl*e ldest*rs &dit.l.on, tho eshool FlsJ,*
ground afi ilx p.rl*h sbrs"eh. *f tk Lattcr thr*s tt* qkursh @eubtedfu
eamr**nad th* ds*l,n&try $.rfluaffi€ a$lr *h* bch*3,m ef ,trth* sls*s
er*d htfi aldar bqrstfters srsl cl,*te*,

-K[Ip* olee re,r-eed kr ehtr*rm *s **th*rls* * e.rd

s*t&al;Les ln thE prJ.tsn rrtsh trradl*!s$, {}br lxwba#, b*rn ln
&'lte l*rthe*le fallh, ew*rtd t* fiafhellsi*a in tfue ].ast y*ara of
hts l"lf*; srs s&n {sn*tne &he mqr*t nf ;rmgrem *i# p}wd&se *l*s
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t*citurn t&rsapen wt&hstood hqfor* ftnallr cepft$:"attn6 t'o hla

r*sslute spous€). Cethollas Gonst{t*ed a X**ge, 661f-cercs'1*n*

utnrotty xn lete 'l9th eenturr iian FreJ*16€o. I{et mny }rs!|6 fet$d

a,nor€ the rtctr *ro sadc th€Lr f,of,tnrFa eut ef th$ CI{t}d Rush e'nd

turned $an Fr-en*ls@ fps s €86.$tel EsLtliffirt i'nte an eprtr*nt' and

sopkrtrttsa.tad ettyo ffath*xes tardd tE bt assi ntmrgtl6 tffit€ th6

ne*1y.,qrrfnea f.mfgfant uar*clrgms (p*rtle*rl*r1y fros Tre1e&d *nd

Italy) *rd ln €le p*ttt*baurgretr r*or.ld af atsrrtkaper* a'x* Efflct

lcrkcrs. fhgr butli thftr e?rr*ehs* ard p*roe}rta.l m}po:.6' clurqg

togather sh€tlre ln proapor{"ty or n wcd *sd stnsn* da6grsly te

ev€ up ln tr€ rF$r:!d, For thsLr e€a8 ths f*wred rout'ss Ef *dv*nee#lrt

ldrr Isr, clvil eetrrj.*t, hrpl"mEc ard polittol. In *uch fmlJ.l'm as

lhe slcsna tlxr'*.ft, htrd l€tik *rd pnablttr tGloc t'nlgtGd tCI *rn ttx

$sdle bil*astrg*. Thctr t*rc susp!*i.Eqa ef qrp!*tm te*F* tgr*r'* *ff,I"*ne*t

slx etd eta*dy pragll|ess uprrn** 18t nst onLgr nor* srltltt t't tnr els{l

rcre gadly.

If tha olgen* g,rd tis6;r fnj.erdc tr*d glv*n t&w8kb te

ttp nEtLorr of a& $6t'abttEirwrts they xaeLd lsvc rp*dllg es*$eirl3{scd

thet thry rnre n6; & Se5* af lt' It' suuld appslllt &b ss sy JtldS!

f,rffi the reeolleet*J.sns of SLss,l *htldrun *xpr*w*d t'ortg *ft'*ndEFdr

ttrat for this eesrEintty horlagns 1*t3t nser e.rd e*tt'tom dgt'

The Sg[ s4fr epf6&!a tq h&v* bcr*n m dld*ul ss to bG bryerd Ltt*tr

en1;y a1r erygn t}gLr eti*ntton. Thls g*tuty sf 51rt'leek1 tngf*rLned ln

ohlldffir &y h*w had d.e*ts{Ya csspq$ro1}€s rft;n flfty y&r* Iat'er,

arthw 0l"asn ctod at ths ti.rGrhpld of ihe $an Fr*snolscE Eat'rhll&mr*

rrlth the docr o1*n f*r hln t'o t*tr'

I

I

I

i
1

i
I
I'

j'
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Satreen th* yeam lS7{ srd 1886 ELt+n 0}*an 6ryc b{rt,h

to td-ns chlldr*n - a ehtld botn on the avoreg€ 6wry *lxta** rsoathr.

In order of btrth fhey rerarr Sarrgr {1$?4}, T}r*ruea (t$l6}, }f*.ntfrsd

(Is.??)n !{ary (t87s)r }Hwln {t**o1, Or.rstElr (t*el), Merssrct (t8d3}n

SIIen {tggg) and Art}nr (tSS6). Gustev dlsd $f an Lllrltea xbe$ about

five years old. A te*th ctrLldp Alleer tra* bsrn ln t€9f ; *h* di*d

eight months Later. The oJ"ghb who survl"rod ehi.ldhd trrnsd <nrh to br

a remnrkahly etur{y ard long*}-trred Sroup. $argarut dl.ed yourrgest Et ?9.

?he mean lif,e apan of th* OlsCIn offapntng m,r upr*r.rils ef S5 jre&r6,{+

The Olsen ehf3.drunn J.t haa bEen ns!6d, g*a*r up Ln a

prrraslvely SathoS-ie etuoaph*ra. It llrs * famLlf oust& ta s{ro}l ftrt
tagether after supper te Hmks * vLsltn at tlrc prlrh chnr*h. The

Olsene lsere reIl }*eefidn trdw* to ths prleata ard rruna of the par:l*h.

ALL his life .Srtlur recg,Iled hte e*art:*esserrt xiran, gp*toful f,or bl*

anongml.ty upon emplattng a eanfeEsLsn +f pt4lcuXa.rly sbod.yrabl* cI"ne,

he fffie,rd the eonfescor gran absoltrtl,on ard tlun addl FAnd. b* sure

r* The datos af death ef nsnbers of the 0lssn fau{ly are &s fEller*r

TT

&LLen Feirtunc OLeen * $een ?4r
George - l4ayr 19fsi AAe 9l*
fhereea * 1957 t?)
Hini:fred. - Juner t963i &ee S6
}aary - 1965t &se S?

Edwln * !{ovrmber, l?621 Age 8l
l9*r Gustsv - ?8*6 (?i

I4*rgar*t - SeF*issb€rc t963i tge ?9
trlllen -
Arthur * .&prt-l" 1&1 ll75Z fue $8
$lice - 1Sg3; *ge S mnths
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to tel1 your sieter trary tc corne to cholr practiceorr

It was not unusual fsr young people in t'he neighborhod

to enter the c}ureho There r*ao opportwrity and encglrr.&gennent aplenty

to diseover ila. vscatign,n trnterlng the ctrurch repreoented not on\r

a $u**on$ to serve God tnrt an openlng aa weIL to higher educaLisn and

enhanced far*iIy preetigeo !i*roin, nhen stil*l in his teens, hea$e bhe

first Oleen to enter the Dminican Order (ttre glsens I pariah church

was etaffed by Dor:rlnleans)' Hary (Sister Consuelo) became a DaniJ}tcan

novlce ln 1903, fhe year befOre her brother hr€ls orrlainedo &furgaret

(slgter t*nmanueJ,) was nent, but her health geve bffi,y during the trylng

novitlate perlod a$d on\r twenty ye&rs lster did she finaLly take the

veil* The Iast, olaen to becsae a Dc[nlnte&n w&s EILen (Sieter virginia)"

The fanily had hopeo that Arthur woul-d also cconit for

the priesthood. There r"rere tirnee uhen his rnother and the rellgioue

belleved that they had prayect hirli in to a vocation, but he never took

the st,ep* It is net kngr*n r"rhother he e\ter uae serieusly tempted'

HiswifarecountedlsaJuryes,rs].&tert'hatheha,dthreat,enedtoenterthe

prlest,hood if she refused hi.no This may have been t,he tactlcal ploy of

anardentrultor,buttheoptlonwae,lnarryevent.,otilLonhisnindet

ageJooClearitl.sthaihereraai$edafaithfuletrureh.goeralJ,hle}Lfo.
Faml\y precsure upon hi'rn to tauke ordere ceuld nst have

beeneasi}ywithstood,ferArthur*thebabyofthefsni]yilw&s&

reopeetful" and sbedient son. If he engaged in an adslesoent eeeapade

rnore eerloue than gteallng a ride on a Geary $treet trolleyt lt

hasnotboenrecorded'forpoeterS,tynRather,hissieterarenembered

hjra as an excepfionall,y good boy' lntellectually, he was the brightest

of a family where al1 wer* of average or better i'ntel}Lgence and twe *
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sd*-tn &nd. j{&rg&fGL * ?t€l'€ of conald,er&bl€ intellectua} eap*cltyo

*"rtirur atterded Folyteehnlc rnst seheeS"n then one ef the cit'yta aone

pretttgioua prrb}l'c sshge:'s' mptr*ulairlsl ffi the n*rae inpliea' nathe-

matice ad t*le aeienceEo He pl*Eed *rar"t'st'op qn t'h* sehsol baeeball

tec8 {nGoed field - rr6t hLirtr recallad his elaeseate, Yalenttna Byrne)

and pas*od his eourees wLth hlgh nerke. &L his graduai'lon rn 1905

$,rthur Olcsn !{eB a rathef handsm+, dark*t'raired youth of, erbstlt enersgs

hei.gtrt, for hls geleration (5t?u) 6,t mell*boned' a1,ci *lendatr' $le

retght.,}Ltt}ee}ranged'threuglrouthl.e3*lfe,rgelnt}reorder(}f

Li*O pousd*"

A wllcge edrreatLan was beyond the ranSe et' 01sen

fsrnitr+r rssourees. (}1 the eontrary, rdt& Grstav oLsen nols neeri'r6

oJ:cbyl Hnsthar ecntributsr to ths fwtly tnrdget - bpLdes G€CIr8st

Htro hgd joln*d hia father et pttl*tfle' serrtgan e deed* befone - t{&€

nore then r,ca].cane' Arthur feund a Job' He was hired as e bogkkeepet/

aoCo*ntsr$ b3r a hrslnesE tr*uee (r*rsee nrsne hae net, b€cn preeened)

in t.he !{ontgmery Eitreot f,inanetal d'ietrlat' It $ae e sLJqFdaSF lr-week

Jobr*tt,hthorprkdaynrnnirrgaslangaglhcgfirfi'egxs€utirree

decraod it, to be, Arthr,rr reeell€d Latsr ttet narqi' a dey ren twel've

hours sr 6str€ rrit,tr the ste,ff eaiinS lunsh whilc at thelr deekeo

The phxles*Fhy af nanagtmont xas t'o pnrt on sech snpld'ys es nuch ${}rk as h€

coul"d hardtjs i tlle better ht perfersed the nqrs work he gotn

Inthiesi.fuetl.on*rt,hurS.laendscsnstratedel&oet

in*tantly a poiorrtiatr fsr ir$al3eetuel aohierffient tthidl set hl'n spsrt

therrafter from other rwnbera ef hJ.a fanilyn beffln8 only nFet&€r sdoH

the x*anagruert eccorded the lrardrr+orlr-tng an* uremplnlntnS ysttth

e eerdec of prmatxons. $aeh lengtheaad ttre heuru of l"abar and
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tnereaeed the burden of responsJ-billtiee. Qy the tj.rne he turned 21

Arthur Oleen sas head sf the firnte bookkeep1,ng departrnent and rna.lclng

$2OO a month, a remarkoble sal.*ry for a young man in the first decade

of the tr*entieth century,

The conEequensr of thLs erploitation of e toe*aegui.eccent

young men H&s physleal c6l1apsec Ytre doctors, thinkS.ng lt vas tuber-

cuLoals, Ord€r€d Arthur, after an e:rLeneled period ef reotr to Leave

San Francl,ecCI for an outdaer }lfe in a dry, clee.r c}imatoo Thel.r

diegrrosj.c waa ino$rrecte The leap than rohrst ysung nl&n ssems to have

auffored nothlng m6re c{Eqplleated t'}ran physicsl * and probably nervous -

er*Kustleno lle quit his'Job {there rr&s no eie.k Leave te bs hed} and

recsyelred hXe health during oeveral monthe recuperatlon in the wam

$apa Va}ley countly north of $sn Francleeo. fhen" foll,owlng the

fani-ly phyalclanrs ad\rice, he cet out for the Hlgh $lerres to etar:b

sgai.rl to make e }lvlng,

0lcents ehorte peteorlc e&tr€cr en &ntgmery Street

wae the firet nanifeetatian ef an exbraordin*ry talent for hreLnese

aderlnistretiono It wss a gtft he did nat advertise nor even lay

elal.n ts, Srroughout hls }lfe he avolded draui.ng sttent'l.on io himself.

In part thls refleeted Xrmate atrtrmaea; lrr part he lacked I eof,CIllelTr

gtft for the arte ef aelf,-pr&oticno &rt Arthur $leen aLce bel:lered'

wlth alnoat religloue eanviction that do5ng a euperior Job were the

only valid. way to echleve recognl,tien ald adv&ne@ento I'lfe returnsdr

ha felt, *rhat one put into it, not in shcwanetrl"p but in srbstance.

Ysu cantt get omething for riothingr he was fond of seying'

Arthur Olsente eereGr very nearly beoaae a telctbook
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denronetration of the val3.dity of his prlnciples. Threc more tinres

durl.r:g * professional }lfe of flfty ys&rs his eupervlsora pioked

hla out of the paek ard thrust hlno aheeul ln quanhra Junpe Ln respon-

ntbilit"y" A fcurth ti.ne such a trj.d ts nove up rles nnade Lo hi"m he

rofirsed - a fateful deeisJ"on dii.eh nade li poosibl* eventually for

poseurc arrd connivers aueh s,a he alwaye dj.sdeined ta fal1 upon hi.no

ttte hlgh sts.rdard he lLved bnr proved inarieqtrate J,n the end to shield

hlfl in an i.nperfect worldo A harsh dsonstration of that re*}lty,

perpetrated et the rnsrrent *ren he ''r*as prepani,ng bo eld url"th a graeeful

ex3.t a unlwreally appla,uded eareerr ehadorared ihe Laet decadeE of his

long llfeo

III

For rss,sone not on r8cord O.Leen pieked the I\reluane

reglon of the Hi.gh Slemae to malce hle }luing i.:n the beneflcent ellmate

r*hich he believed h.ls heaLth requiredo ltohrane Sounty eneoarpaccea

the northe:m thlyd of YosmLte $at{enal. Fark and sevetral hundred squ&re

mj"l"ee of einril.ar fgrested mountains to the nsrtho The area eaethrard

frsm $onora, r"rhere ihe hl,gh country begLns, csnetlbutee a narrcw cut

ln the Sierra $evada saperetlng at $onora Pasa, 96ffi feet higlr, eune

of the higheet sr.rmits ln the rsngoi Tlrolumne wa* pr3.ne lrlnj,ng country

in the dayr of the fifrLd ftrohr as h*nlets in the valley wLth nsme* likc

ChJlese Canp ard Oonfldenea suggeuto Ir the fl,rst desade of the Lwentlotlr

century lt had renerted ts b€ick country agaln, the old mining canp$
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abandoned and the handful ef, rnsunt&ln towne !iJ<e $onsftr arid t\iolrlmne

barely sustained by the tLnber h.rsirress and uirer.t, resnained of mlrnl.ngo

0leen *renL t* work iri Nhe tl.olumne offlee of, werle,

Fargo, the l.ggcndary *ranoport and faetoring c*rpar$rc The rork wae

apperently congenlerl ard the so*iety of the neuntaln tonn to Olsenre

taeteo In later yeer8 he spoke only uarro]ir of hls tlne ln h.rohirsne,

There he learned tc hunt, and hunti-ng beeeee the en\r reereatisnal

aeti"vity whish 0lsen indulged j-n lrtth consietent enthuslam ix hts

rsat*rre year$tr .*. photograBh &ik*n at the tlse ehowe hi6 hoLding e

196*pnund belok ln h1* *nne, a elender, sur*bror*red yarrrig nan proudJ;r

dlsplayirig his trepby. .

In ?uolunne 0laen ferr&ed a frlendship wlth Jenrea

$larnerd, a youns :nan ebar.t hte age. He ales rrras acquclrrt€d lrtth
an attrective young wonu.n naned &osali*, *fio nrbgequently marr.ied

Ji'ttt DLanond. It rney well be that Olsen t*ae the lpser in a csntest for
her favor" l{e and Lhe SJ.araends rmalned fri*ndo, arxl r,&en tuenty ye&rs

later he brought h:ie faxnj.b to vaeetlgn at ft[ne*rest Iodge operated

by the Flarlnend*, Eoselle Sj.amond uould greet hl$ !*tt& evi"dent affectlon*

The interlude in tlre lligfi slerra* ea^me to an abnrpt, enr*

f,or of.een vrtren -las hG rculd rwerk in later yeere wlth a fouc.h sf
pride * $I weri brske*t' In 1g1O he and Sj.am.and coneeirrcd tlre idea sf
poolirlg thelr savings, buylng a haLf-r*srkedr..ouf goJ.d ;ntne *rrid naklng

it pay. they ryilt theLr Jelbe *nd hrrewed msney 'bo eqr:lp ttre nln*o

?he parbnera sueeeeded in getti.ng gokl eut of Lhe nie - a ehaft eur,k

into a steep mclunteinslde studded with granlte outeroppLn6e and pine

treee - bl-lt not enough to nerke baolc e4pens€s. Hithin tuc yeare their
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capitel a.nd their cred.it rnrerre exhaueted. TekiJlS etock of hla sl't'uattont

filsen eonchrded that thls bachrcode country, horoev*r agr"eeable tJre

life ii afforded, hras no p13e€ to nake onets fortrrneo He left the

SLerrero n€ver !o return except t'o epend' a feu days ar a vaoatLoner

duri-ng four er five summers iliir{r Jree.rs latero

In 1912 0lsesi cane dstrn out of the mfirntaine to tho

flsor of the $an Joaquln Yalleyn a flat sQmi*'desert' r*here ssne of

the earthls most f*rtile ssil baked urder the etur. in t'hls valley

a *exnen lnm,i.grant lx.rtcher, Henry Fflller, had eetabl'lehed el half-eentury

befsre tjre base of a ealtle*relsing wplreo The X{i}}er & Lrrx enterprise

wae at tlre apex of its preeti.ge aind affluence r*ien .{rbhur Oleen appeared

in lon Barroa, the sal} raarket Nsvtn in l{eroed county r'rhlch nas the

headquartere sf $j-lIerle operatians !1 thtJ $an Joaquino

${J-11er, then 85 yes.rs a}d, had on\r recentlry retLred

frm pereonal nnenaSc*tent of hie dqoainc It consisted then of about

cne n1,111@n acrea sf La:rd dieirlbuted anong secres of faming end

ranching prop*rtles, together rrorth nore tJtan $50 r'uil}lon' $tilLer & ifix

eounted assete in fl"ve statee, but the bulk ef it s lando 3'ay ln tfte

$a.n Joe,quin ltralley and ln ttre high sagebrush deeert cor"r:try of souLh*

ea.sfel:rr oregon and northweetern t'levadao In a qutte llt'oral sen86 $lller

ouned much of the San Jeaquin VaILey. He controLled, noreoverr t'h€

water* of the liam Joaquin, Kingo and Kern &ivere - the uaters of wtrlch'

rv
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flsrdng 6qrt of thB $lerrae onto the vallry* floor, nade the difference

between nhat ltlctrard llenry Eana had diet'"eaed as California *aEtelard

and a garden where vlrtuaQy alry plant an earth r,roulC flsurish"

A 22-n*&r*,o1cl &rteherrs helper l"n l'lew Iork shen $uifer

atruek 8c1d., the erabitioue !w,!.grant', i{iller (aetus'l$ born Kralser),

Joined the rueh to Cal*lfotrrri&o $eehew"ing Lhe screeble fsr gpld, he

opened. a butcher shop in $s*r Fr4i,nelsco. $e}ling beef r*ae s3;aple

enaugh in tJ:ie boqrr tEvn. Acqulring it ts sel"l was the crltical prob}wtn

$pemJ,*h haeendado* had been ralslng cattle in Callfsrnla for gener*tlons*

trh.rt thelr cc[mercis.l j-ntereet, wae tn hirles; in lhi:rly*poprilated pre-

CloLd S"ush ealifornia besf had been e glve*away cmodlty' l|iot* aLl was

changed" fu5r rnan nho marrlaged t,o dellver st€crs tp ljan Fra,,ncisco

olaughterhouses sold Lhe.n inotantSy at prlces theret'<lfsre tl,nlaa€

frltlrough uneducated beyond grade echoal, MlLler hed both the vlsi-on and

the inetinet for buslnee* eirgenizatl"en to e4plei"t biris situation - not

for a f,aai dolLer tlui to ereate an lnduetryn

He begalr by golng ou'b of San Frsncisco to arcanga a

dependable supply of beef cattle, deaHng d:irectly vlth ra$chere ln

$enta Cl,s.ra and S{rn Benite Sountles eouth of San Francleco' l{hat he

s:rw stirred iris l-uaaginetisr and trie ambitJ'on' lle gave up reta3Jing

beef and bcane * cattle txlyer and elaughterer' i{e nade money ard

u.sed lt to aak* hLrneelf a cattle tra,isero lie turned hXs e5reo to the

rqsete San Joaquin llallcy, three days rugged travel tiy txrgg,' fron $an

Franclscop Frffi. a rancher r*ro ltched t6 bc free ta enrich h3Jneelf in

the goldfiel"de, $filler irought tn 185? fer S?r8& i:tre $anta Rlta Rench.

(ttrie &creage, ttre best fars land in fhe $a}ley, +rould sell toda'y f,or
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upxerd$ of $1o mi}l'tanlo

Thus began &.rr er{* of personal wpi"re-builcltng nhich

lasted forty ye&rs * rou$rly 1S60*1?OO. In the l"860ts &iLlsr took

a partnerr eharles Llrx, trho eerved ae the onpanyrs liaj-sqn mart

wLth the San Fra,ncieeo banks r'rhleh fina.nced the conrpanyts headlorig

eryansfun* Ir:x died i.c L88?r and Mlller evestuailfl bought out thc

Lux heirs, becmlng eole 6wner of what r*as b3r then probably t,he biggest

cattle enterpriet in the Unl"ted $tclteso

Hlller beaanle a maeter catt]"*rnan t*tcse ScubLe*H braxd

<rn his whlte*faced llereford cowe - a breed he i,mprwed by carrefully

conLrolled breedlng - bsc;lme a sJrrcbol ef quali"ty beefn Tet Lhat alone

wsr:Ld rrot have set $lller so utter$ apart frun hia c<xrtpetitors. Hls

pecullar genius rqss far Nhe retLona*.iaatlsn of an anarehlc i-nciuetry

i{hleh jn the 19th century rqee no laor€ t}ran t}re eus of tholrea.ffis of

idS.oeyncraticalhr*rrur family enterprisea. $i"ller * veIY nuch the

{iorsan smell busineesnan j-n his parsiraorgr, shrewdneeo l*nd dedlcetLon

to hard work * graisped fhat the esnence of a guecessful" cattle hretnege

r"rss to turn cereal- gras*ee effieiently intei rnarketable Lreefo To prevlde

suffletent faed for the catile, sne needed land anci water. Jn the

Un:ited $tatea uest of the *sekies there trae la,rid in aburdance but

U-a.:i,ted weter in ciependabl-e supply, ?he core of Hlllerts etrates of

cormerctal e:cpansion btas tO aCqr:lre contrcL of sourcea ef water and

to use it for na^rdsir.m efflcleney Ln producj,nSg tlre sn{-praduetr beefu

The story of i{iller A Llrx ,i.s less a rtreenilc tcile oi

bnrclcemss and be}lowing eeao of *rtLle - even t*:oug! the conpan;rrs

history 3.s peopled rlth pemana}ities of st,reng passlons and. narked



-tF

b;r ct*rk srtnt"*l KlLJprtx li.f,c a**e ltury bryr a t'}rrad trhlle a l{*xlc*

srelars pardsr*d r*lre?h*r to ki.l.L l*.x1 otx sf hl"* d*eryht#3a t*g kll:d

x?rea t,ltrsfil fps a rrre!"ry borwg *, grsdsarr rma sbs* btr *a *xbtbt+lnd

f*lwri arxrtlsr frese t& ds*tth i.-* *n Srtgor bl{m*rd - ih*n * $S'Er*e,r

murbrssa b*itl* wsr r*a*cr rt*l*g, X!11*r nd* *hreld nst *f l*gia-

LetJ.ou $owmt"qt tmrpEte**frg rrd *ry*.o*$attarr of prb3.t* ].aadg* H*

*a roadg *3r*g* rdth twdl*t* e**r for rstr pnspGrbp orm*r pspled.

to a*}} rtp*rtan rt6lrt* or a.6ffiS* ee*tcl*f*6 * *prlng, Tbe fis?tlwnt

sf ths Haat, n*e1 t*rCIagh*rt ne*t sf tk 19Sh ***trr;r; ca tafgallxa,l

Froc6s6 lrhtsh p*drrccd xa$;r rx&t6$ttlc* ef l*rrr f*mt *afr fs#ft* poX.iey.

fsr an *ca*t eo rl"tel *u'r*tar, th* r**elttry la6e.L sq1rta*{'s rur*

reged wit*t dcL*lsian*isn, pelrs*on ar*il v*cfi rrl*sureGfi. Ihmrp tslLl*r

H.e a grcs$ legal rdsfiFil,orr

iinrt*hirg !*nF E }*rryer ss tl* myt h* !se$ ns*trly *LL

hls batt3.aa. 1?r* 5a* vho cprns*d hto pnropert:la* f,5:. ]d,a n+t, olllg

bad te r:rlat s*t*j.e *rd ergr thsy h*d te h*rE ?renr to d*f,*art it*

Hll.ler arylra agaLnst edvar*al*sr r*n, fior gnad r@&tsllc tlr bad; sould

h*rr t*rn 1i *prt,. er.t.lna Sle*n b*sffi$ an *rrycrt cn tfu&srs r*t*n L*r'

HllJsr & I"*rxtE t*ex&. grra mt.tr-rtgt*o s**t rs,a fo*rmlt sut ls olt*stl

trr i"ls lg20r*. th* mc€ r*s finnlly s$s, &nd t&s $*n FrBwLwq *t?amcy

l*is frsd L*d the !t!.Lls & t;m{ #f*n*r reodred e fec Ef $250rre' Sb*s

ths prs$ldtr€ Jr*dga l**er beffd *f t!li"*, ha laa&d *t $I'*s:r *nr} a*"L*1

slf h* is a f*l.r nn, hc xlll givc you otx-hal'f of t"he fs* *d a delS*r

&re.F Olg€n ses th*n m"rnts*f $*fto a sfigh.

By 18S hftfur en*ncd rc*t Ef tha b*l*kx Ef tlw $an Js*q*1nr

&Xn6e ayd X*m Rlrrsr*. $e hfid rrcLL tmder w,y s ***wrk nf, ss'Fal* Hhisb

in+reas*d expnent,l.a[y eh* arsa of trrC.gablo lssd m tbq v*Lblr f,l**rr,
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$an Joaquin Laru* becme too vaLr.reble for uee prSm*ri3y ae eattLe grasso

i{:i,ller turned hls gaze to lrlevada aind Lhen to Ore6on where caftle were

raised in a very different, type of eounily* lipvada anci aastern Oregon

conei.et moetly of aagebruah deeert. The flat mesa, 1QO degrees hot

in nmrner and *40 degrees eold ln r+i-nter, j.e broken lntermitt'ently by

rlfues of hills utroee $ns$s feed streeffis that qver the ages cui shori,

lush river val-leys ints the tablelarrd. Oeeaeional-ly a epring b,rbblee up

in iho nliet of tJre cieserL. fller*, if a nan has the pati.ence to eluice

the alkall of'f the lard and pleu6fi up the eagebrueho he oan, ereate an

oasj"go ?o run cattle profltabJy ln thi.s courrtryr a rsncher had to baee

hJ"nseLf qn on€ of thoee sources ef waler. In ttre opring he turned his

etock out to gras6 on the flowering desert. Buring the surmer months

his couhande eweated in the neqdcwlard.s, neklng hay ard stacklng lt

for the wintero Ln i:.he autamn the range cattle were rourded up, the

steere ehlpped off to narket snd the cewn and ealvee herded lnbo the

shelter of a valley for the wirrter. 'firey llved off the accumulated

hay' If the hay di.d not sufflce, they dled; there !tr&s no other

sustens.nco tn the wlnter r*aate, $now-covered f,rcxn Oetober io April.

$est ce,ttLmen ran &a much stock as their pocketbooke and thetr credlt

raiing at the cor.mty bank pennLt'ted. When the hcrd was l*rge emd t'he

hatr' 6*t'"*et mta3,L, ihey gambl,ed that the winter would be ehort and

nildo Henry ${lLler fashloned nuch of hin enpire f:nrn the holdings of

theee who lost the gamble.

Miller knew nothfurg abeut l;lveetock or eoll or

metesrologf that other men dld not know as well. The difference was

iiraL the thoughtful, metlculoualy observant German entrepreneur uia$

* -_able t,: percelve rel-ations end draw gseful eoncluslons frorn famili&r
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phentr4ena bhat eocaped others, He calculated prrobabl* r*eat&er cycles

and figurea wittr eare hew aruch hay was needed to keep a cow a1lve in
a worst'*caeo wintern then *ruped f"he sLae cf hj.s herde aceardi.ngJy.

lie reskoned th* optlririnr sp€ed at rdrlch in cskr should be driyen to the

railhead anrl hor* much feed he requ.ired on the uu6r. He analyzed s*lls
emd t3pee of gmoree j-n ber::is of grroraing coet and yleld a.nei nttrl"tl.ve

uelue' He eoncelved an imS"gatlen systmr for tjre San Joaquin Valley

lrtrich 2oth eenf,ury er4glneere have fowci no reason to modlfy.

3n thLe aspe*t of his oper*rtlons Hiller was & eonLu:Xr

ahead ef hls time. AlLho'righ lis officors rsad no learn*d journals and

the ccunpar$r nalntajned no.reseaxxh laboratorl,es, &iller & lux tras as

near to a eeieniificaQr*operated *gricultural **t*rprlsa as exlsted

l"n the $th eentu:y. .q{l}lerrs muregerial method bras & preeursor of
th* eost'-eff,ect teehnlque af ana\roie of busineee operatione fort1ally

invented a generat{cn after his death.

rn one reepeet, i{lrler }ras iin o}ei-fasrrioned buslnessarrno

lle pereona{y aupervleed i{iller & Lux operatlons, ryerding wel} sver

on€*half efthe year thr*ughout hie aetlve }lfe traveling by horseback,

bugry sr traln over hls spralrllng dsnalno In thie incessant round

of travel i{lller parbook ef t}re nrde lij'e tf hle employean He ate at

tile cora:nun;il eook*hstrse table and eJ.ept r*ren neeecser? in hrnkheuees

or mtall-tovn hoteL ruoms wisr elop buckets in t*re cern€tro

He knew every ranch foreman peracnall;i - 6,nd hls famlly

as we1lo trnployeo he found wanting he firedo Those who earned hie

eonfidence raere glven broad autoneqr. In an era of elpw ctrs$rnicatLene

Miller haeked their deeisiane, wheNher or ret they twned out ts be wlsen
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unwa.veringl;ro Perhap* Lhis is the root exp).anation of the fssb thet

i{111er, nej.ther a magnetie iJrdividual nor a lovea.ble one, evokeel

extrasrdinary loyaltay frorn the rnen rrho worked for hirso In pe.rt the

san$e of pereontil- bond to the eonpar{r &.ros€ fron prlde in being

aseociated, uitii the beet in lhe tmslnes*n In part it, was au:'ely due

to {lIlerte simp}iclly of nanner anC unqrestlsned ma.stery of every

facat of the sattle hroine$e. AII this ireing eaid, 1t remalns clear

that emang ifillerle odd *essrtment of, talent$ w&s an ability to drese

able nen and Lo lnspi.rt jn thse s, s€nsa of Xdentlty wit,|r the eornps.ny,

It, v*ae a characteriatie tralt of $iller & Irrx mrployes d:lch long

outLlved the feurder, In.the e&ss of, one, Arthur Olsen, the cmpar6rrr

peculiar magnetlw rmained potent a ha}:f-century J;rtero

fhte then uas the ranahX.ng e&pire nhj.ch henry ttiller

hrllt* Ab its pea,k he ran aLout sne nLllion head of eat'tle. 6aeh

$eptenber his foreraen ln Oregon and lievada drove tens of t"houssnds of

s6$s to the neareet reiLhead - for a$st, tlinnwrucca, t{eveda. }fuJ}y

wouLd go eaet tc $lddle lfestern ntoekyardoo ?he reet wouLd be shipped

to l4i3-ler & L{:x propertles ln the Sen Joa<3rin to be Hflnlehedtt on

i{ilLer & furxrgror.rrr alfa}fa and sent on to rlaughterheuaes in Catlfornla

cit,Les. The $an Joa$dn l"ando, hurxird.c of thousanrie of acres of

irrigeted affi:i*desert arxi reclaLrged swatrrp, gretr cotton, riee and

aLfglfa *,erops i{11-1er lntmduced into the valley * ae }$e}} as fr.rllt,

dairy producto and other grains.
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lfhen Artkrur Olnen ualked lnts t"he $tiller li: I"ux

headquartera at the Canal Farmr oufsJ.de lae Sanes, Herxy ltillert long

a w1dower, w€Ls sltLi:rg aJ-one *nct lone\y ln hic $an Franci'sco ms'nsion,

a retlred senl-lnvalid, lie had turned gver d;Lrestlon of $ilLer {i Lnx

to J, Lcroy lfidcel, a fian Franciaean of gootl fanlty vho hed maryl'ed

3tillerre only rurvlvlng chlldr !{ellie'

i)lssn wae taken on as an Effice employer 8' young ra€'n

wi.t-tr erryerience in keeping aceOunte and recor<lso At the 0arra1 Famt

he r*as glven quarters in utrat r*ae ealled The C]erka I eottargo, a

hqbltation si.niler t,(} e b€lehelor offieers t guartere on a mi}ltary posf *

The tr*o*story frax,re strrreture, otandS.ng h€rd W a Larger mansj,on $htctt

was Mi,llerrs dwel"lLng rsl'ren he vlslied the valley &8 !{slJ. es the cmpanyra

dlstrict headquartero, housed about tfrS'rty ef the cmpanyte eal-anJ'ed

fi*p}oys€. trach lived iJr a epe*rodTr apar$rent and took hie nneale at

€r corytrunal table tn the blg heuse. (kle could aralk fForn the CenaL Fa:a

to nridtorrn l"cs Bsnoa i'n t*rent'y mlnuteeo For one rn&rgne pestln€s lters

reepect*.ble j-f not, austerer thsre was not npdl r€acsn to d,s so.

Los BanOs ?dag a eeryice and market, torm ryi.th a pcpuS"atlOn of ln000t

large\r trad,esten sgpp$d.ng the neede of t'hre surrourxling farpnera and'

da*Xrnenn

0teen n€ver had rorrdr to recounf of those yeare in-

I"os Bsnoa. He hunted drrcke. He made frlends of Frank snd Caxglen -ilrhrnrat

brother and aioter, the last survivors of a $penlsh fslallg which on*a

v
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oxn€d a large s$eth of the valley,, He eeteib}:lshpd a pr6sence fui the

canlnunity sufflcLent3g dietlnct that, wtren he returned after an

eleven-yesr absence, he was r€*nsnbered and welesnsd baci( by the eolLd

citizene of loe B&nog'

it woulri &pp€ar' however, that raget of his energies

were deyoted durlng those y€ers to the cloee otudy of fartaing artd

the eattl"e buslneeso For in Los Banoa t.here occurred for the seoond

tine ln hLe shert c&reer the identiflcation of Axthur Olsen &s a'rt

exceptional tEtent. there ie no r€cord of, the procoss by uhLch he

progreaatd ln the spec6 of four years frsn one of eeveral doaen

feceleos tclerkstr to one of the key executive Jobe i-n the corporatlono

Ue have Juat the berre fact bh*t Ln 1916 Artfrur 01een, 2t yeelrs oldt

a clty bEy wtro rode a hsrse onlg when he hsd to, was sumoned one day

and iold he r*as golng to nrn the gregnn divisXon of l{iIler & Lttx, Inco

In eonpar*gon uith Rrrns, the sea,t of Helrney eountyt

Oragon, Los Bencn was a clty of breadth and sophistleationa Srns

x;&s e$s6ntie1ly a one*ctrest eow t*wn dependent for {ts eXlstence on

its es.loons end 8eneral nrerchandine etoreno It provided the only

school, the on\r churohes, the only physician and denti.att the only

t*lephone exehange and the only ielegraph offlce for flfty nsllee j.tr

arqy direetion. ?he Paeifie live $toek Cmparry, ae t'he Oregon divLsion

of $iller & I&x was fcnaally ca}led, was not, howeYetrt adilIlnlstered

fram mctr.opollt*n &rrne" The headquarters of the cmrpanyls $uperlntendent

!n Oregon rlee 1? n*j.lee rut l.nto the eegebrtrsh at the Is3and Ranch -

so nsned because it wae estabUshed en fErtj.le bottonr l"ard in the llarney

Valley at a point where the $ilvXes niv6r forks ints two channels to
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flow lnto the Halheur l.&ke further dor*n the valley.

0lesnte re$idenc€ brap a one*story frame houee consisting

of two bedrocns, a kitchen, ci, dirri.ng roffit and a rrfrtnt roffirt - all" of

very modest proportion*. there rrr&s $o c6ntrei1 heatingl Water r*as heated

sn th€ bLg wood stove ln the kitchen* Olsen took hLs meals at, the nearb;r

ranchhouee where a Ctrineeo cooked for eqae thirty ranch hande" The

gregon $uperintendent kept tra.ck of the aff&jrs of an entelprire under r*ay

ln an area twlee fhe size of eonnecticut in a one-roq office building

a few stepc distant frrn hLs residenoe. fhe sffice ctsff eonslsted of

one male cLerk, oeeesLoruLly assioted by the Euperintendentra tl'ifet

after he had aqulred onea

hhiile ]filLer had. introdu*ed corporate organiratlon into

an an*rchlc industqy, oattle ranching ln 0negon and Hevada waa still

a buainer* strongly influenced by tlie personallties af its leaders'

tssa than 5r(m people llved in Htrrney County, an are& ao blg aa

Selgluno fhe p*rsonaLitles aurd hletories of each ransh owner and

fqrer,aan were famL}lar to evsryOne ln the reglon" [?re great esttLe

enterpri.sea rd€r€ created by fLamboya,nt nen wfio becarse the stuff ef

l-egend, tlhen 0l.sen arrivecl to take over the Faciflc Live $tock

Coryany - the rPl$rf in local parlans€ * he perflrrce offered hineelf

for meaeurstent egainst t.he meurory of Pete Freneh (tfre Ueau LdeaL

of t,he eegebnrsh country murdered by a squatter he had toE eaeually

crueh*d) a.nd John $evine (a lately deceased cattLe baron, a eolorfuL

prlnritive hrotight to hls kneea at the end of an epic stnrggle by

the patLent, impLaeable wpire bullder, $tiIler), as well ae against

the prescnt reality of Willlam llwrley, a rsncher wha ran almost &B

aants cattle as 01sen and lpoked snd acted }1Jte ttre origlnal af the
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patrl,&rchel catileman in Weatern ftrctlsn'

Inthegedauntingclrcurnst,aneegtheslenderyoul}gfnan

w"ltrr the city clohhes a.nd $an grancLseo aceent zueeeeded in earning

generel respeet ers &r1 j$dividual and ae a eattlei]rano He aleo generated

sme enn'ity aJnons buslnees adveree,riee, for i1 tfue cat't,le eountry if

a man had no enenles it wae t,hought he could hardly amsunt' to mueh'

tlris personal cuceess k-ould rype€r to be perhape the msst renrarkable

aehievffient Ln a c8treer of exceptipnal" accmpllelnncnts'

How he menaged it is diificult to dl"scern at tltls

riistance, He rras noL cLriklng in nanner or' gpllsaraneea He wae no

showran; his cunpo:tnent was mociest, often r€$efYed* He did not

share the earthy language or intereste of the male societ'y ln rrhieh he

raov€d+ Hts n&nifest asssts rrlers unueuIll intelligence and the faet tlat

he came to Oregon and $trevada as the pereonification of the ccmmercial

glani, Mlil.er & Lrix. .{,e peopl-e ee&e to krrow hl.m, he beceme aruch

adnLred for virtues vs,lued higb ln the cattle muntry: he sorked ha*i,

he was fal,r ln hle deelinge wlth the weak ae weLl as the strong, he rsae

& rllffR of his $oxdr he managed Htth a fi-rrn hando He Later reeounted

an anecdote to il}nninate the eliallengin6 siiuation he faced upon

hls e,rrlval in oregon, &n aneedote r*rich shed }lght eLso sn hov he

met the challenge succee$fullryo

$oon after errlvlng he set out upon a round of vislts

to acqr.raint hivneel-f rcith the fu,5 ranchee and tlte rnen uho *prked Lhetno

He traveled alone by Ho<iel t$""a over roade that were 1n fact wagon

:6

trackso He left the Herpet $rr*h one afterr:gon on a three*hour drlve

$
ts hie next deetlnation. Thd gofug was strow, and ntgfrt, overtook hlmo

He became l-ost" Despalrlng ci.f tmafurg the raneh ln darknessi he sat
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shivering Ln hle eer the nLght through' !{hen dawn broke at 5 A'i{' 0lsen

diseovered i* hie etragrln i;het' the ranch lay in a vel1cy juet over

the brew of the hill where he had *pent a rnj,aerable rilglt. He drove

j-nto thc ranchyard, strod"e lnto Lhe ha,rtily*roused rancl*rouee ar15}

called for breal<f*s! " Fl"ve-LirLrby Has the norrsaf- hour for an orogon

ranch to besbir iteelf . The forsilsn and every ixrekaroo sn the pla'ee

were irapreesed by t{i-ller & l&1rs nernr nrperi-ntorxlent'" They reekoned

tre stret havo ariaen at 3 A.r{. at ls.teet to make lt, there by flve

srclock frcxn the Harper li:ineh. they uere obvLously ln the hands of

a harri-drivfuu hross. $l"sen did, ntlthlng Lo disturb ttrat Lnpression'

He felb he could use aIL the prestige h* cou3'd geto

*'EralityheeLraredr*ittr}lerrryf{111'err*asabil"i.iy

ta l{.ln fhe 3.cyalty ef men r*ro worked for hJrnn In hle dozen yearo in

oregon a band of adnlr{-ng sarbordlnatee formed anound A, B. o}oent

as he wa.e rsutlnely *alle$. {ln ttre faehion of t,ho e*untryt r&en

a rnsn rea*hed fesiller tenns wllh oLsen, he shorbened the appellatlan

to rr&.&.!r)o when oLsen noved dow:'r to callf,ortr1a, s€ver&1 qult t'heir

Jcbs to follow tr.A,fios 0thers traveled huncireds of niJ-es r}ut of their

r,*tr.y, long after he ha.d eeassd to wpley thsn, to pay a ca1-l cn A' R'

oLsen. For theoe nen the rela,tionehi;: was an aaqtionel }Lrll( ccxnparable

to thet lfrich borind then to ri-fe or ehildren.

$te of this group was tm ArnoSd, whs ran t'he lrgency

Raneh for olsen and Ister folLowed hi.n ti) callford.l:ao Arnold w&s-&

dJrinjnutLve, hot*tonpered. $iauthernar Hho s,t the e5e of ei4ht had walked

acroa6 the continent ts oreSon behind a covered wc}$oItc The writer

rritnesscd *,4 a shlld of eight or nJne a dwtonstrettion of ihe Arnoldr

Olsen bndo
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Arnoldl then ln his late fiftj"es, r,rae tal-lii.ng tP & aiin

&.Eros6 a five*feot-hi4fr r*d1 fense. the xrgrn made a eonLeraptuous

ccxnmcnt, about Olseno $o fast thatr the frtghtened chj'ld t'Lroug$t he

f]-eu, the gray*halred Arneld $as {r,'/er tha fenee ard. at" the t}rrcat of

the offender, & toront of curee* pourSng frrcn* hie mouth* The tJtl'ust

of Arnoldr* &eesage was tha.t Lhe mg,.n had ahe ch*lce of rrithdratc,ng

hj"s etateeeri sr being killed* ?he nan, though flfieen cr t'werfty

y€srs *irno}lls Junior, ?t4s clear$ frightened." lie chsse the flrgt

optien. Releaelng hie grd.p, jrfnsld ordered the man sff t'he property

with ihe advice that, should he venture to returnr a $tiek wauld be

talcen tp hLn and tre woul& be reduoed to the' e1re, slrape and' color sf

s" eold dropping, rrl dontx Egr€e to argrone talking like t"hat, absut

yourfatherrrtltrnol.deryS,ainedmlldlytofhaa$edehildn

In Oregorr t)lsen fould a wlfe *rd fathered a fsnily'

Hoi nrany nublle !*snen were to be found ln t{arney C<runty' The propet':Lon

of rnen bo vwnen war five or $ix ttr otrre. Any girl rd'rq had sbta;ined

puberty eculd, if her parents perm,ittedl chose a&sr€ r€&d'y $ultore'

Glven this aoclolcgical ei.tlrationl it wo,a hid"lly'urxunrel that t'here

llved j.rn Burne when 01s*n &rrlvsd a cmre\r young ucrns,n gf pleeFjJrg 
-

dJ-epoaition ard csnslderable attairmente whs had paeeed ifue age of

thlrty urraaryled a3d unprmieed' $he wae Joeephine i&rie lochert

fhe flrsf chl1d Of a propertied Suabia.n burgher who had t"uffted his

baek on Bj"sa€rrekte PILseLdiI] and Prsteetant {rextlaany to try hia fortune

VI
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in AnerJ.cao The site choeon for that bold purpose by thls urbun,

impractical, roxnantic $<xrth Serrnan circaner * monubentcl in iie
unsuJ.tability - uae &.rrns, Oregon'

Iccher errived in &rrrle lrith hi-s wife ariri tr+o infarnt,

daughters ln I$87 Juet nine years aft*;r the firot sh*ick wae ereeted

on the eite of the futtire towno qy 188? the nrmber of bullclings

hsd inereased io about thlrty structt*eo arranged on both cldes of

a dlrt' road wi:rdlng Lhrcugh the s*gebnrsho They uere built by

eettlers eagar to be in at the st$'t lfwflen the countrXr c{ules in,rr

Thls e:ryr'e$sion, eanaonplace enonii pioneers, signified

that ursnent, repeated nany tlnee in the calonisa.tlon of the Amerlcan

West, when a regian eeased to be a u-llderness peopled by a hirndful

of ptoneere Livlng lJ"terally fr.om harxi to mout*r end beeeme a, settled

eociety with the lnfrastructure aru nmonities of conteaporary civil-
isation" The transf<mnatlen, r*hich sc*ured on o*caslon in a perlod

as ehort ae ten or fJ,fteen Jrcar$ frsr first, eettlenent, nae invariab\'-

raarked by ei rise in land valr.les, erftergenc€ of iotrns and eiLi.ee,

eonsb:uction of Bodsrn csmnrunlcations, creation of inciusiry and the

establishnent of persone,l fortunee" It raas the dream of the pLonear

to be on hand to resp thsee beneflte trwhen the country cueea ln.rl

Hhen locher aruived in Anerice the vaet hi"gfr &ess.

country betweerr the Eoclqy i{ountains wd the Caoeadee was €ilapty of

aettled populatlon, barring only a fer.r dozen cattle ranch*s, a fer*

hundred one*farnilf horaeeteads and a handful of dusty tor*ne and hanLet,e"

It waa the Laet unsettled frontler of the contjaental Unlted $teteu,

whlch mey have brsen fhe reason why locher chose lt for hle h{x'neo
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rt rtrouki be herd to 5-nagine a.r:y other gooei reasono locher was eble

to eenfrJ-bute only'aar{tifiallir to t}re opening up of t}re cslrntry, and

the country had lLitle to offer a man of hLs intereete ard taler:tc.

iils choice was &18o unfortunate for ansttrer reason th{rt h&d nathlng to

do with hin person*.1-fur" sxcept, for fhe esLabrleharent of a noriest

lumber lndustry in the lt20to, the regi.on has eryerieneed llltle change

ln nearlry one hundred 3rearso The country af Sast,ern 0regon hss not

yet rrecuae ln.rl

In the l88$te" hewever, &,rns wds & cormunity of

optimxetse Iodrer obrrrotr*ly a&or€ then" He eet sri io provlde the

totm the rudLmerite of civi-liaed life ae it were underet,aod ln aout&ern

Germeny. He bullt an apBroximation sf a $ernan Gepftsps * a fmlftr
hqne wlth one l,arge xing conaistl*g of serreral- romra for payLng gueate

or travelers who diyrd on fare prepared by ihe ornerro ulfeo It waa

Furns t fjret hostelry" later lpcher hriLt a soelal ha}l $&ere d.ances

and culbural crrente took pkce, &s well ae eeveral other tmildlngo

trhleh he let srt as storep sn reelde$e€so lf locher had been an abLe

br.1sin6eelsn and if &r.rns had burgeoned, he nni.ght have proepered,

$elfher proving to be the case, ttre locher farniJy enJeyed a very nodeet

existence, neither in want nor in plenty.

PauI loe*ler w&s & $en *f great eryeetatJ.onr. ltiat arry

at alJ- r*ere reatlred appears to have been due ts the hard rrorti and

ce'lere practi.eality of hls u'ife, FauLineo Thls me"n, rfto never managed

to ad.Juet hlmself to the traneition frorn Gonnan to Smerl,ean culture,

ear3y reelgned the nena.geqent of his buslness enterprioes to hte ehrend

and contentious *rlfs. t{le intsrest centered not en the here end now



*27-

but on grander pmjects yet to be' He Joined the {is}d }hreh of 1898 -

and caane hsne frm Alaska ntth nOthlng hrt a few irinkete for hLs

Irar$eni In 1914 Loeher" who had participated aa a youth in the Franco-

Pnreeian u&r, s*t, oUt. for {iernaOny to t'ake up ,elats aga;in for hie

country, lie got ae far as ?urkey nhere he ffi,s detained. After an

aboence of a yes,r or so he made hia rray btick to fuegon arrd to an

inactive oLd ageo

Josephlne was the eldest of the bhree Locher ehildren

who survlved infanCy. $he and her sleter - two yeers younger * l{sf€

radsed r*lttr care b5i' parente l*re dld nst envislon them growing up to

become brides of rude and unlett'ered r:'onbcyeo 'uihen they reaehed

eehccil age, they were aont, !o board at a nulet *ehoo} i"n Bak*rr OreSont

three days dlotant by otage from &rrns. Jasephine wa6 an exeeptS,onally

bright glrl wlth a large otore of energr snd lntellectual tnrrioai.tyo

She prevailed upon her parents Lo allow her a unJ.verslty education

and enrglled. dren absut eighteen in the Uni"versLfy of Sr.ieagO. $he

returned ai her fatherle incistengc aelferal years lster as one of

the eeore or so beat*educated peruong in Harnry Ccunty, a dletinctf,an

Hhich carrJ.ed lrit"h it eerious dlsadvant&g€ao In t'lre jntellectual

povetty s,pne of hastern Oreg*n ehe ua,e Lonefur and bored. Her eieter

went off to Seattle to becsne & rrrrrg€o Joeephine, acting out" of family

nesd as ehe ealt it, etayed en to help her mot'hef ean&Se affalrs snd

raLse & 6gn then approaching hie t"eena' -

Josephine uted her ti.me as beet' ehe euld' She taught

schooL, $he wae tkre tet*nrs first telephone ttcentralotr $ho hmesteaded

a pieee of deeort, livi-ag alsne tn a rrrdel olle-rooll' abode for rlrc_

monthe a year until title fo the land was hers. $he read r'ride3'r:, 
*.r*ane.:
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s$fu€ threush *16 bssks ln a reer th*n perl*Fs enlr d€Glr ett!€r ef
tls *dult popd*tlan *f &rvfis, ff t}o *{L*Eans sf Bur.$u only *
kfi*ful' t.as *a.sre sf ber:r6 sssed ta thtnk @elg the rsut3r*erre*

af ex*-ct€nes l$ e dessrt ssli N**s$. I€sne *mr *, marrl*6aable mls,
The affl.v&l' sf, Art.tnF ollsen 5.a &r*er* efter * ds*ade *f thte sterile
exla*ence r** perlr,ap* l"tterully t&e &^{l**sr to * sldenrs pray*r.

llh?h*r or ast Jo**;.rhlne pmyxd fsr e tx*hand, ak
6ot one ln stort, oldetr, $lw rr*s wrrLad to A*lsar s3**x tr"x &lrn*
lrr Juaer 1917* leEe tl:sn I ysar *ft,er thy w!. After a r*vddln6 trip
t'e sssl *'re':rc1'xct he earrisd h*.4 brt*c from tbs cnryarre*ive *op*rlati.est,i*n
sf &.rilr* to the $*por{.nkrr6e*trs h*usc ai ihe re}*rd *amh e*xr* kr
coapnfan* tmrs btrckatrms, *hs Shtssr* eeok ar:d 3&a. Kf"l"h4*.nr wif,e of
the rsrreh fors@n. flrc *hlnes& swk *pp6er6 to h*ve b*eR s aan qf eom

*tis.rmnts; lw detlnerad tbe *jlsesar fLret chlJ.d, bca pr.*xntrrmSy,

eryloy{ng the snarr of ths ldtsfier* st$c€ &s &:r Lrmrrb*t"ar,

Sn Ssl"**eo wrl{ege lmuld ar+n tn hsve bsen onJgr a

*r*11" etep lmnrard tlre el,r*"}Led eld"atene* wh!.ch Jsssphf,ns L*cfr*r lr;ad

aaplrad tar flrm ede]-e*ea*cc" she lrad *, hrucba*d *k layed ans{ Egtrrd

s*&&ge tn l.rrtalltaent eEnrers€l"lun wt"th, r*trfeh nas prc6r**.*, *rd ao

pertaape *nsr"s the illree ohj.&lfis& rdrtell arrined ln rhqi'6 $rder. Fut
for dhe flrpb t*n year* of xarrrag* *hs ws rarefu srt pf *ieht, of
*46ebrtrnh. A$ri llfc s* tFre lslsnd *ench i*s n€ brrcolr* &ylr, rt
h{ns ,.F at 5:]* A.S.s e lo$g dey of w,rk lo*kla6 a.ftor h*uee ard
chLldr*n, ad 0o bed by g p-I{. Bs*b *$d * vrctrcr* govrded dj.rr*r*
sJ"on' fhe}r etre a**ddn b*q*use her husbar* rras mrch sb*e$t, !{* mde
ihe rvund .,f the renehes ineesse$trsi." belne &€rle sffie*rms for
ueeks.
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In these first' yeer$ 1;he rns.rla,g€ HErs proba.b}ry

a better bargai.n for hJm. He soon aeqtrired statue as an lnpor{ant

and reepeeted m;r.n l,n the reglono His superlor* in San Francisco

were well satisfLed, He had &i.ken firn hold of the Jobn The

enlrepr*neurlal machine whlch Henry l{"rllcr had fashloned i,n the

deeert worked mcothly under 0Lstnto nanagment. $iller & Iar:cts

ranches in Oregon and llewd* continued to turn oui euperlor beef

in ouperior quanLit'iee. The new $inperintendent {n Oregon provided

$an Fr*nalsco he&dquarters ai bonrs - proba,blry unanttcipated - with

his lrork in aupport of the legal departtnent charged with defencllng

the compargrts vital- sources of uater agalnst legal aaeauli,

0f fwrdarsentr*1 impettencs Ln H*stern water law was

Lhe qr.le*tion of p::lor{ty - wl"rei gaf to r*rat stream or spring first

and cil"d he eetablieh a lega1 or custffirary right to use of its watere'i

The answere te theee queetions a,nd the trracing ef, the subaequent

hiotory of $reh Legal rlglrte a* mlght h&ve be€n establlshed wore

eeeentlal. ln defendtng Henry l{l,lIerrs rionalno ttric i-nvolved oesr€hXng

old remrds at county sestg arrC, r"rhen none exlstedn traeking dewn

eursiwra of pioneer f,e&i}lee who ssuld gLve ora,l teotimony on tJre

hletory of a pieee of rlparJ.an land.

Olcen wae enlietod by the senlEr $lller & InD{ 1e*6rert

lldward F" Treadnell, t"o eonduct this negess{*Iy rssearoho He ciid the

Job brilJ*lffitl;r, beccniqg hinself an authority on uater law in the
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four et*t6s comerned, In tlx pracaoa hs e$qtlired a ee831 lev llbrery.

Apperentlg he ted under sex4srs oegLdaretlft s& eitcnpt i11 erya}tfy

bel*tedlp for the bar. If son he dld mt F$rsus lt.
ghst Ols*r dld dsr-d.rm f:rea th*'a *:rt'eil*lv* eryc*wt

ta ttre lcw lss a SdfuLa3" gnds of Shsught,. Perihef* lt, r*** lnx*t'a

!n hl* ard w*e anlly nore sber?lr d*ftncd by thls edueatlenal 6xp8r-

lence. b€ fhet, *e tt mqr, the s*tnrno lnt*]lee,t, of lr'rt'hur sSasn le*

c:derly, Jqrticlelr, prrocl"ee, ddtretf"ve, It etroY€ fEr ueef,Irl *n6Y*r8

to paetlcs"l poful€ffi, not fer ux*rers&I urdcr*tanrdtxg" It re* rmt

brtlllant5 lr:rasinatl"ra or i.ntlrltiw. It $43 - !n e phras€ tfiit'ch

Afth1g' OJ.sen enpS"cyed a*' atw of th* hLgfract fonre of approbd lon af

tndtvLdr,ral"s'sr of l"dean - Itdolsr to etth.n

H*"4 vi.fe ree elsarly an laport*nt ess*t tCI hllt in

thc process of sdu:l educattsn. $he Ks * eall*gn glrl (a rnre blrd

in the firsL r*rartsr of t,h* 2Gih santr:rg) who H*,s o$ ea*y t*rt*s wittt

,&uthors and *r*,lcts and *llture herose of h*story. She added c

di.rwnslon to O].eenrs furt*tr1*etrral r*orlrt, wh*ch tmrst$fsrc had been

r*rrcxJ"y foeas€d orr tkc er** of hlx *re* ' Jeicephl"nx 0lggl w*s rlst

ose ts keep her thsrghte to lnrself,' $ha had ttrang oplr*ons *n

rnattere as dtrsrse ae the pltti.c* of Fredsrlc& the Srx*tt ttrs qsallty

of $chrs*nn-ifulr*re contmlto etrd t}* Itt+rar? wr*t* sf Rflp SloLat*r

and the Hearth.tt Ssrlfig hJ"s xgrrlns€ t$ Jo*ephln*n Ol*en lxard e

grsei sleaL ebotdi nroh subJecie. ik nottr b*e *ss *n snthtral*.st f*r

fine mtsic or a.gl eag6r eifidanl of bellea*leitree. But" he r"c*poet*d

tJrme hrho tf$lG ald eto€d a llttl* 1I} alds ef ths}fi' It a"fum'ys bothar*{

htru tlrai h* ta*d nat lr*d t&w oppa*tunfty fEr s r:riverclly adre*tlen.
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He belleved rather efurplLetl"a&l1y that * fe'* years residenc€ in an

eeedeluic atxospherc opened doors af the n:irv* that oiher"hrise remalned

loaked for l-lfe. In the r+orld of, ilculNuret' Art}ur 01een suffered

rnildly frm an inferl.orl.ty cmplexo

dosephine OLsen wielded i"nfluenee upon her husband,

lesc eucceesful\r1 i* another hrs.ye ?dhat Frwn callr an j"nner,-dj.rected

pereonality, ehe w*s active, grega,rfuua and outsp*ken" $he uelmmed

erryerience, $he was ambltlana. $tte nas efreiid gf no onen no& even

herself , Arthur Olsen w€Ls essentia3"ly e slry anan rho reee to euaifienee

in splte sf himsel:fn lu;Lke all shy people he etr"ove a}olaye to keep

hirnself snd his envirorsnent under controlo liihiLe his rrife, in search

of knowledgc, r*uld eheerf,u$i confees her ignera:rce to alqroner Olsen

ahrank fncrn a4y act d:ich ml$rt &pp€ar to others *s inept or gdlrrcheo

the eont*.at of permnallty create<l tensione in a

general"ly affectionaie rnami.age. Ol.een found a def,enee argainet tl wtfe

rfio waa sornetimec too much with h!u' lle r'o'as never one to bare hle

soul, even to intiraateeo l{hen fan5"Iy dissueeions touched on mattere

he found top senslttve or dieagreea.ble for open air5,ng, he si.mply cut

off cmunicatien. Thlau6hout ttre nrsrriage thlo tra,it Has frustrating

and lmitating to Joeephi.ne OLseio rrlle never tells rce ,anythingttr she

rculd elreLalxt in e:m.sperated hyperbole to one of her half-ccapreherding

ehiLdren.

Olsenre defensLve reeetXon, arls*ng no doubt in aaly

inetances frern subbetated ineecur3.ty and self*doubtn seved hJm certaS.nJry

from a good deal of dubisue advice and irrolevant opLnion, for Joeephine

Olsen 1F,$ no pe,rag€n of subtle, dlspaoei.onate anal;reien h-li on bslar:ce
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it eerved hjrn l.11* To ntrengfhen him agalnst hle eun weakneseeet

Arthuro}genneededaplaln-talkingeonfidantowtrcearnrpeop}eaet&eff

wcre and nct, ae one uiehed t'hey r*suld be' who put his lntereet' above

thatofanlroneelserwhowruLdLneistthathelSst'entotlringehe

would raiher not hearo

When he needed su€h a peraon nostl dre rllae go$e"

YlTI

rhe e*rent ", *:'.:;H:::'tr.-:::::";:#:'i-:"
apparentferadeeadeafterbhefounderlggon.l.n-lawt,ookecrranando

i{gRentrmra.ndhlshdgaandforfaracaryrrnodltl'esdurlng|heFirstHar}d

war susbained the c.cmpafiy i.n appareniSy continrlng prosperltyo t{!eke}

devoted rrrore of his energles t'o p}aylng the role of $an Francieco

patriclanthsntodireef,tngthe$lllorgnpiraotonakeugttere}ors€'

hefracwaaunfortunatelyrigtb}eagedrrithatalenifortnreineas.

Aoevereanct]E,sti$gelumpinfarapriceaeet,inwiththepost*World!{ar

recesglon. Dsn&nd fell off and ence-profLtable venturee no longer

paldihel.rway.ErroreefcmJ"eaionandinlgoisntntopli|tller&Inr:(

manageaent wero qulck\r canpounded'

Ml-Ller tluilt hte edlfice sn anclr e*lLd flnaneieL

faurdaLlsns !hat,, in a legendary decisi"on, a Federal eourt' once ru1ed

ihartar.Sll'1er&lilxrtbulltahead*drafiwa'sasgood'aeUnlt'ed$tates

cllff€Ircfo si}ler & I$X and. the BErrk ef Callforrri"tr, sil.lerrs princip*l

banker,warevJrtualpartnere'Heturnedg\feradebt.freec€Enp*}ny
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!o his eon*J.n-l"sn. It took tln !{tche}. regl"ue Juot ftfbeaa 5rears to

nrn the sompany tnto receiverehlF. In t??5 Hl,l"l'ar *r LrrX dcf*ul"td

on & S2O d.}}[on bond le*us. Th* Esnk of, Ce]lfornls' aesrtaFd sontrcl

of the corpereti*n an behalf, erf lts credl?orc'

Theenenlngsh&keout*hangodfweY'erthgehemsterof,

Hll}er & IArx. Th* bank lnstltuta* * msalva sale of eorSorate &*set'*'

It, taok HJ"Ller & Lux out of the e*ttlc tx*rln*e*n e*1J"in6 sff tlle

Oregon and Nevada hold5"rrgs ard th$ea $an Joa'quln ran*hes w?ri'ch had been

lntegrated Lsto the beef pruductlon ayatssl. Host of t h* cmtrrargrr*

exsc.*tlTee, etarti-:rg wl.th J. J,erdtr sl*}ml, r.f6re re{trrad $r disrLs*sd'

Ths Benk sf ca-lxfO1?tlars.nsilss.me &6 nsls $spsqy praaLdent', Jslaee FLclt*ttt

eaved onls * hand*r3 ef wn for h{a neu tean out of ths cxlaLLru

uaru.geuen!. The unst pr&rntnent sf tbeu **ns A' R' 0leen'

In Jdy, tgh# OLcsn 1*ff Oragon ts rGtur* to l*e Benool

the ner,r euperlntarrder$ sf all thet rewlnad af l{l"L[*r & In$( farmi"ng

operetlons. In h!"e reorganl.rotJ,on plan Fl"*ket't sst' eFef& orx *agwnt

of, the $an oloaq.rl* holdlngr, ard thLs beesM sf etgnifle*nec thtrty years

leter wlren the H!ilLer fuelrs plgrrged lnte fr*t'rieidal' rxar over ihe

e&rc&sa of ltlller & In$c. Th* scryarrytc propertl** ln btre Bslqsrsfteld

srea at the south errd of the vslleyr sf pnr*i*uler Lntcrelt te oash-

hungqy credl.tors beeause sf thelr nll-b€erfu,r,s potsnttslt wsr6 pl*cad

in a eeparate diqtsl'on ns-L undcr Okente eontrel'

0Lsen retuwred to Lhe Sar:s:. f*ran }hvlng notr ln tht

euperinterdsntt* houoe, e larga, apr*u13n6 bung*.lcw eet ln the nldtt of

three &cres of, f,nrft trru.se, Hle old realdGnae' tbo clerkts eottescr

lay 2CI0 y"ardo dtstant on t,he far stds +f an svsl€rd of, or*rr$a tfse6'
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HlssecondLouratthe0arra}FaruetretehedgY€rnea.r]ynineye*Fgo

The appurtenaneee of Zoth century civlli.zation - eLectric

lightrpavedroadsrwaehl.ngm'achiJr€srgroseryetores*hsdraadetheir

appeeratlce i-n the $an Jcaquin Tall.eyo li'fe was nruch egsler than on

the}igrshoregandegert,o&rtthebaeiarhythraofexlat.enceofthe

f*reily$fAr't,hurarxlJeephineOleendidnot,chari'geinaqyradical

w&$oBrthrgnainedh*rd,al.noot,eoYrpulaive.xorkeraoH€foJ*lgwdin

i;hetradibfumalpatternoftheHi.]Jer&I"uxexecutive.fi,outlnelghe

wor.kedsixdayoaweek,hl-a|jJ0edivideetbetweenhiedesklna

25-nan offlca and a seaeeless patrcL of lhe emrparryrs ranches' faros

aad|rrigat,loneana}g*'Heclrave}r1s&xicksedenan&verag8gver€.year

cf 20O miles a daYn

Onl.y onee durlng those ye&rs did be a1low hj'mself a

long hollday - arr autongbile trip !o chieaSo xn 1934 !o show hls familg

the tabrldre Fa:ir and to penntt lris r,ri-fe to vlslt scenec arrd friends

ofhercal-J.eged.aysoNor:rrallywtrenthefanllylosJ.nref-rrgefrgmt,he

s1-gltll6rheatofthegariJ*aquina!eeaghoreqrffi0unlBinresort,'hewouid

a"Ilst* hi"n$elf to join t'hem * for a week at a t'i$eo

To lnerrs the seenrit'y and well-betng of his fanlly

gtoodfj.rstlnArt}rur{Jleenteorderofprloritiea.Hi.eresponsibllitles

to l4t11er & Ltlx r&n a close seeonrso Trai-}lng r'rell khird wa'e the

expenditureofti.meorIII0Rey-particular};rtine-togetgor*efun

out of LifEo thce Olsen' having t'ahen hls elder son on a short buof.ncss

trlpt,osarrFranei.*co,yie}d*dtothelattertspleadlngthattheystay

anothernightj.nordertgeeeanigh|baeeb*l}IgameoTheyroeeearSy

to csmrsnc* the four*hour drtve baek to los Banoa * Ep early 'Lhat t'fre boy
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*ns at hls echs€1 deak befcs the ftrat Sarlod tnded.

Joaephlnc $lstrtrs thirst for flrlfltl3ng +xperl+nert

or:e beheLf of hereel-f and her fantlyr r&atred sbroRg. 0fureimets.nete

dosred her to a large re*,sure af fn:atr*t!.on. $he r*as iar**tf dst'erred

by falJtr€ heslth, $he eufferad frcm per*adl.e n*gratrne headaehsc

and - nore seriouol;r, lf l,ess painfully - fnsxn a *hrCIn{c n*phrtiie

which rmdi.clne, at tls st*te af tlp art Ln the f?2$?c enri 193or*t

l*s unabl* to deal erl"t,h gueeesafelly. $he died ln A,ugust, 193*

short"lgr bef,are her 55th blrthday af a eororraqr ee*hraLon, a uat*lnfrer{n*nt

enent t.hon auorg psroons *rlt,h dabl}Lt*tlng kldns;,' aLbncrrt*, ?hroughout

the precedlng decad* uP rsa oftcn bedr*ddan wlth xlgra!.na attasks s,nd

a freqrent heaplt'el vielter for largrly tnef&c*lve ktrtroy thr*apy,

ilot cnly l.I[*hs€.].th bui ]sr hucb&ndtr unrauStti*g

comit,renb to hls sork lLsutted Jo*ephL*e Olscnr* epportuntty to sa,nplo

fhe rar.er pJ"eesr,tr*s of aultlvated t-lvttg. Is$ knce tmr rtll} far

frm arly eorlgqrntQl xtrich experlenetd evwris osbnldo the rout*na of,

snal].*tor*r }[fe * San Fraucl*car for rumple, H&G the bsst part of *

dayts Journe.y dLstent, Arthur OLeen dl"d not a}*lot hl-usalf m.ny Lorqi

rrcekends aruay frm tlp off lee. &rt thts *na prsb*b3y noL t*he heert

of tl* rnatter, ConeLsttnt wlbh ht€ Fsst $treet eutdltlcntrqgr es hl*

ster rsae Arthrr Slsen rm*lrud conssrsr*tlne and ceutlous. Ney€r, so

far es oeri bs aecert€Lnedr dld tra enake arltie lEn enang hJs aasscistes

for beecntn6 too fuSL of hLnssLf. Sn th eontreslfr hc deJ"Lbor*tely

reJectead mny af the perqule{tes and prLvl}age* sttt€h attond*d hls

ewle,rdlng poelt{on Ln tht $*,n Joaqtrtn. He dltapFrov:sd d ostentatlon"

ln hlms*Lf or ln othera. l{or*avtr, ht* n$rturul ahynrucr detersed hLm

fmm beccming ventureeems Lrr hls peraomS" 1,1f,*. In sscl&l na.tter* ha
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evoided r4skeo He etsrted nothing r**ich he dld not knotr how t'o end'

Ho never dwrs.nd.ed the most e:pensLve itsrn on a me&lit nor did he ever

cme hooe fr.cmr $an Frer"ncisco xith a couturlert$ gown for hls wife'

Such expanslve geotures dl-d not occur to hlar, of * if i}.e;' dld * h*

qulckly broughf hiraself bacit dorgn to esrth o -

In preifeeeiorur.l tife firthur Slsen r*elcomed opportunlty

and seised lt" Iiof so ln personal e-ffe,lrsn There he }i"nlted hls

st€k{rs, never going fcr brske' certeiinSy thl"s tr&lt deprJ"ved hl'm

and hie fa:ai\y of s€x*e of the ertts.kratlle renards of a cr*reer of hi'gh

achievsrent. *pe may be meful for drat n15!rt have beert. Yet it' is

not, clear thai jrrthur CI1es$ reoulel have been a.ny hs,ppler had he aclopted

e mors expanaive approach to tlfe. tliosa tr€ar$ in loe Sanoe mliy havc

txen r,he happiest of hie eduli life. His career r{&s on bhe rls€o

lie wae earnlng a doed cieal more eoney Lhan he needed to operd' Hls

chlldren ?fGre no trosble end sme pleaewe to him. Brt for hi'e wlfets

chbonle ll}neee he $Ou1d haVe hArd few prnbJ.me at hstrao H* 'sae an

lnporbant and reepected perecna8e tJrreatened f,rum no Eranter' He wa*

at ea.ee roith hS.nself and his enEirerment ami, it, tpuld seent Littlo

tanpted to venlr-lre radical change"

Onedayhinchtl.drens&imehexnefrwschoolrsitba

queetion taken ftg.t* gcme $rrYey: }o you consl.der youreelf to be

(a) rich, (B) nelI-to*do, {0} csafort'abJg aituated' or (}} poor?

*ihat', they aeked, are rre? After eme thought hs arrnounced t,hat the

enaver $es (e ), lil"s banker woukl certainSry have rated hJe|t $r SepresaS'on

etandards, hlStrer, lrccmforlablry uituatedrr veqy }ikely struck &rthur

olaen, a cautiou$ ssnf ae not onl;r aecurat'e lnrt aleo as t he optinum
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ste.tLan ln eocietyn It io a phrase uhlch aptly deseribeE fhe way ha

choge t"o }ive then and henecfcrth, under v:irylng cirewnstancea, ronLil

the day he di.ed"

The charge rlames FJ.ekett gave to 0lsen when ho brought

hLur dqrn to los Banoe was tr*o-fsld: to operate the compargrts revenue*

producing prcrpertles profltably and at tJre sane tj-ne to launch a

rri.gorpus effort to seIL off i{iJ-ler & larx farm lardeo Ae the Fepreeeion

took hsLd, the irrtereet af the Bank of California * Btil} the lrnpor*

tunate er€dltor * cerxtered alnsst en|S.re\r on ihe btter act5.vity"

&qrers w-lth money in hand were herd to find arrd eo roras f&rra r*ortga'ge

m&o€$o In most salee the eonpargr had ns ehoj-ce but, to acoept a snsll

down payment and a l.arge nste and hope that the purehaser would be

abl.e to mske Lh{i land pay onough to meet inetalmentso }&tch depended

en chcoelng the rlght man to garnble on. In this ArLlarr Oleen hlsg

rtr*6rkab1y successfulo He hxi an l-ntuj"tlve uay of a3.ri.ng up an

lndlvldual in temrs sf hsnesty, lndustry, canpetenca and pers*verance,

a method *rLch ee€med to bear little relatlonshi,p to ordinary standarda

of appraioal.

S{any of ihe men he put hi.s truet jn were sc{ri*lSterate

Itallan or,Portu€Ueee iwcLgra.nts witlr r*hm 01sen caul.d barely Gexrilur-

leete. Like Herry Hillern he preferr€d to bewne acquaiJrted witft

a m&nts fanily beftrre paeslng Judgaent on hjmu Yet he nade a eale to

e p€nnlLeea lrsung Portugneae nsrfled Johnny Borge who had been a prtfessionel

ffi
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boxer aurd whose prj.vate life wes squalici, I]orge set to work, got

raaffiedr nevetr missed a paynnent and endeei up a respected and affluent

$an Joaquin farmer. Olsen befriencled a young Russlen Jew who talked

the $iJ*ler c* la:x boes i.rrfo nelllng hlm larrd on eoncesriona.ry terr.ae

a.nd then ca:ne around of an evening No 't ry to csnvert iris benefactor

to Ccrrrnunis:. $an Harnburg, soon an ex-l{arxlet, becane a devoted

frier:d of A. ft. olsen anci a mulri--*.il1ionai.re cgtton srowerc rn the

L950rs he bient to lerael arxi us;ed inost of his millions to show

lerdlel-is how to grow cotlon on the ciesert,.

A meraerable exomple of Olsen|s kn{rck fcr accurate

apprai-eal of character.ro&*e that of wilLian Blair. $rivi.n6 baek to

the varley froun &rn Freinciseo one day ln 1931, Olsen pickec up a

hitclthlkerr a good-looking man i.n his thirtj-es obviousfu well-bred exld

ed.ucated" $uch a flgure in such eircun*stanees was noL urrueua.l dur5lg

the Depresslon, amd Blairto story w"r.s f,arnil-iar. Ile r,ras fromrrback Lastrtr

aut of m.oney a.nel 1ooking for a joh" Olsen drsve hLrn to L<rs B*inos,

ga,ve hin five dol};irs to cover a eoupl-e of days rson and board and

told h*n to corne by the offiee next riayn though Bl"aj.r ha.d no e:cperience

J.n farmlng, he wag hjred. He quickly became a highly u,eeful l{llIer

& Iiix e.raploye. Slai:' sent for his wife, arnd. they rnacie a home in

Los Banog.

Tr+o years later an !'.13.I" agent rsalked into t"he office

and obtalned auai.ence with Olsen. William Blair, he said, was probab\r

Wil}lan Luekenbill, fugitlve flsrn Justiee, ruanted in lll,inois on

charges af fraud. til"sen aaid he upuld talk to Blair" Ae the tqent

left, &Laj-r e,pproached hls enployero He confessed that he wre Luckenbj-llo

ile had been manager of a ba"r* in a dor,rn-state lllinois city. l{e had
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been manlpulated bgr- suppssed frlenda. t'he 193O slr,mp had abruptly

exposed the lr1.eguS.arliles Ln the bsnlcts €peratiens' hrckenbil'l

reallred t,hat he 'xaa 1"ege.L16r reepCIueibleo t{a fled in p*nic. Ol*en

advJ.eed hl,u to confront fria situet,lan squarelg. rtlf ysu do, you

have a Job here wtren it le overrtr he sai.d. lr"rckenblll eu$enderedt

eerved four yeare ln Joliet Fenitentiary (nhere $l"aefl o*ce visited

hin) erd. retrrned to Californian

01*en, by then ln $€in Franciaao ae hsad of H:t1}er & L15r,

na6e geod on hie prcra:lseo l,uckenbilL beeanre a highly regarrded figlre

in the rralleg and OLeents affectisnate frierd untll his deatho

ttl knew there was effiething'add rd'ren I picked him uprtt hie benefactor

rsnarked yeers later, tfbut t felt tre uas baeLcalJy *ound.rt Irr

A. n. Olscnrs vocabulery r16qundfi was I bom cign3-fying hj.gh approYalo

fu 193&.Jamea Fickett, the Bank of CaLiforniats !en$ et

$iller & lilx, snnoulced hie inieniion to retlre. The creditorsl

cssnittee had Lo salect & Rsn executi'rre ts run a ecmpar$r still otruggl5&g

baek tor"iard eolvency* Fiekettls progrefe fn pay:ing qff the deb6s Ef the

Irjl,ekel era had been sloted by the onset of the Sepreecion. Looklng at

e \rer? modest eerninge performance and the large stack of dubS.oue IOU$

chief,Jy generated @ 01aen, $cltl€ oonmittee nmbcrE predicted that

Sfiller & I*lx rxould never get back sn itn feot, The only queet5.ont fihey

e+J"d, was !fuaL racraent io plcl* fpr a general fire sale and lLqu:ldation"

Jerd [iu].livan, bcard chei'n:aen ef the Grseker Bank uho

repreeented a heaqy creditor j,nter:e*t n lnsisted on & mclr€ opt*aistic l5"ne

sf aeLisn. Thc cneditcrs would be Just5"f3.ed lrr contLnul,ng tei beck tho

ecmparqrrs etnrggLe ts suffiven provided, he saldn that A.]i. 01sen wers

n*med the ne*r chLef executlve sf,flc*rn
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$uLJ.lvanls vler*, fihloh pnevaf,ledo *arstl'tute *

s€rysre di**ppofurt&Bnt to mabsrs of the HJ'llsr famlly ant prti.-

cuSarly to J. l*roy Nlelaeln Jr,, t,h* youngeat gw,rda*n of Han:1r

Siller. F*ml}y prida hsd bean ernel-ly nourr|ed by the Hl}ler6

tr*rtng beeorna in ef,fec{ pnas,arerE of t}*E Bsnk sf e*l-tfornig. AF

for ttyeuRg ll*rcfrt he had prt rc*rly tteerrtf yser* 1r*o the cosprsrt

*m.s ne*ring ftfty e.nd. felt tJr*t by nfu*us of nem and e'eeonpl*shnpnta

he deaenr*d t,h* Job"

I*rry Nlckel r.e.s iha only HiLLer des€erdsr& ef hl*

generai,l n to beeone e maJar acte ln the l{l,l.l"er & Lux $&$&r His

eLdeet brnLher, Heryyr'had las|, hts ltfe tfrtrty ye&rs befs** l"n

tlu.t Oregsn bl,laserd. The mrcb brsther, &oerger 11g# A, aed*stly

endor*ed dtlCIttante wlth a ts.*ts for mnay bu* not for wc6.k, Icroyr*

nl"eter, BeatrLce, had marrlod G*orge BOr*14*, En6bl$r r*ro graoefuSly

srru,mented th* Fsctfic UnLon Cfurb'

i,ercy m.s nsi S.lketherbat - er &nfhow not exeetly.

lle ssvored ths good life, but hs *IeE nq,ntad to be &. asn of sehLere-

ment, He had <ir*ppeg out of Yale {n 191$ to drlvc an esbu}snce

for the Freneh arqr, After aubaoqprent eerr{ce l*lfh tha A.E.F. h€

rnetrarnd to Yal*, gradrated ard eane bre to CslLfornLa to go inta

the farally breLrwss. F&r! of htra spp€r*l+e*hlp involned s tour

of duty in tlregon wLth &.&. 0Xeon dctaJ"]d t* l"rptrue* hf.n J.n th*

opor*t,l"mr of the esttle hrsl.necs. Thua btgen * l*ng &nd elore p:o-

feesLonal assoc{atlon of tm utter}y unllka ren.

Ae a flodgLlng busi"nesamn, Laroy lilt*kal lmd rp prublw

eompr':ehending the *u bJ*ct satter at lrand, br,rt ha $&s - ard a}r*Sgn
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reus.irgd - an t"nsffoetl.vls s:resrrttre. A aelr*tnponed <rbatacla rea

the r*y L*roy ealr htuself 1n rsl*trsn ts ordlnsry mnld.rs. FIa

approaahod the $lf,Ler & r"rex *par*.tlen {n sragon ln * aplrtf qktn

to that of an sngrrsh pmr vlr*.ttrry the *neectrsx estate fu tbr
rmth countryn ?he poapl"e of oaet*rn oregwr lsekad the aophl"a*

i{cafiion to recognlze leroy }li+}re3 &,c s Hpn ect ep*r.t,. Thcy th*ught

he me a bll, sf a fosl, sr*l l* provtded eom auppertlng srrl.dwa

ferr that Judgnent,

$.leenre trat"ntag pr$Srsn furslud*d *aslgnt$S $*ekal

cert*tn apectflc ctoros tp hardle on hls srcn &fter h*ntr{g ob*s6
them perfsnnpd. Gnes or tr*lce by old bsrds. sns tegk r*rtgh €mG up

every Srear Lnnohred provldln6 for mpplf.ec of hay to br *ml;[*b].e

to the ll'wei*sk drtven ea*h $optcder frc*n tt* tlarncy Cntrnty rsnehps

to the railhead *t Hl.nnopreca Ln N*rnda. p.l.$. s€$t agcnte well

*heed ts buy tle fadder f,ros fartcr* eild r*,nch€r* on the rortc. Tl*ss

egenta v€rs .*reful not to be recognl.acd aa her*Ida of tlr* dgtrty
F.t.$' rhlch would soon be serdlng thsuasnda of head of esttl* threegp

t'Ire a,rea. thry lived cieFly, alxp*, on th* grewd undsr tlho*.n buek*

boads ard, as ttwy poeld eff dtrty btrle tc pa5r. fm a fer* tsrr of
hayr gaw t,ha lnpreeaisn that the b*esr faw dosal *er$wq!r bsrstc

ni$t laek the st,rchgLh *ven te t*ka ba ?hs tra$.,

Yourg rcrcy ebeeryad thlo daean{ng x*squereds sr"th

dl,at€,ste. lfhenehsgd the rnr* yeer te brg ttre trall hsy, hs rqtttutad
a nsr Frocedure. lia slrGpt froru tawr to towa Ennorur*tng hiwalf gnrbticly

ae t"he F.L's. hey bqrer ssrm tCI gnrnetxse ln ),*rge quantl$-es end

prepared to hear *ftract-l,w off€rc. Tlet yeer P.L.$. r*n Lnfo a atadden
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and qy6t€r{.ous ghsrteg€ of hay cn ths lbrncy-glnnauuqe* rsirec, Its

bnqrer lrad to nake hsrnte eff,srta t*r dl,*eaver *nouglr fddor to kcsp

the antnl*ls a}Lve on the drl,ve. It uaa lrrcky that P.L.$. h&d t,ls

r€sources to o*tbld ott*r d*aprate eattl*m*. The eorya,qy p.fd

ihat year sboub four tlres vhat lt norm,Ily spuLd llaye fnr tr*i.X

tr*y, Olecn e*tfuuefd later, Youn6 l*roy ?is.E n&vsr eg&in ellswed

tq desl alcnre rrifh alnple f*rs f*}k,

{fter t hs 1925 r*o*l.rrerphtp licrsy Niske} rewl"rmd l"n

the Sen FrancLaeo headq:artere offf*e, *ue*.gnad to the ssles sidt

of the bus(neas. lb eorpentrated hlc tallLng effctg an tls Bakers*

field divlslein. Plclaett $id not lnvol"ye ld.n ln mn*ganent of cornperrB

affd.rs, and Ol.sen enccunter.d td"n mly ae a colleague ln srather

part of the firn" ThLe changed *rhen A"li. 0lserr ease bo S*^n Franst'rsco

e&rLy tn 1935, ?ha urdsratc,rdtng wfien t$ f,oak oiwr dlreotlon of

StiILer & Lux raae that, dren and tf, ttp Ul"J"ler famtly rewwned

conbrol sf the mmpsny, Oleffi r*ould stcp doun *rd l,eroy weuld take

over &s Frseldent. 3{eanttrh5"3,e, 01*en rculd run the eoup*ny wlth

Ierpyre help. ltte flfteen-Jreer-old tutelaty re}at{ond:l.p bat'sren

the trro msn r,*as ttrus rc-establieh€d, eltheiu$ I,llakel dtd h,la bcd te

dieglrSse ttre sctual st"*,e sf affs.{re ln t}ec Xll"ler & Lux enseilLlv*

suite.

To eoo?ls l*reryr* hurt, OLacn md* wha,t ha reg*rdod

&s &R unisFortant conseselon ln forls. lle aecopted e tl.tl"e *f Tlee-

Fresid€nt - the $a&e &er Lenryl6, Nl,cke.l h*d q,n effl.ea exectly

twtnnlng Olsenrs except thet le rdas sxp€nslvely *rsnlet$d by hi* +m

hard. lllsltors to $111cr & I*rx lpEdcuarter* qn tlru elsventh flsor
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of the Rnss Bulldlrg terdod d* s flr*t lryre*cl*n ttst !.fr, $tckc}

rms the head nan, $er46tn}g hia frlends at, the bar sf t}r erllrtggffi

Ceuntry flub, hertrg af the burd"ene of mrnirg tta greet scrpo"-

aticm, $ere ent{tled to s€ est*h*d*. fe*pl{e Slckel.r* pratngr utrieh

$l"een endurd tclemrrtl.yr pereore,l rslatlcs bettusst *tra t',vs men

rere frLerdls, &c*pf th*t thry n€yer mt ouisLds th* sf*!ee. Priwt*3y

dach ln hie 'xngr regardad tim ctfi*r *e a 1€as*3 &nr

&fher ihfrry ;r*ers epent ln rar*l beekts*da Olcen

retunned to hl"s hom eity ts 1935 tn afustrwten€ea lrE asuld be forglven

for cslltrg trtus$ra.t, $ueh rms v!ot, hl* at'yle, If hJ"s s,rrl*nl on

l{ontgom*ry $treet, ss'lpad of am of t}p hfentte storld corlp*rete

enterpr$.eeg atlrred ln hI-Gr my glow pf sxsltstl"cn, renbe*s of hl*

fanilf Fe:.6 $rrew,re of lt. lll* ehlldrcnr eomr*tnt anreyad *t b;l*g

upraoted, tirougl* E rather routtn* tmnef+r Hes l-n proopeet ard

r*l"ahed th,at he roul"d doEHne lto In the ees* raetrsined aptrtt h*

fares$are eny radf.cal chenga tn ite llfs ctyLe of, hlmec}f sr hLe fapilf.

He borrgl*, e. oonfeltable l:pr.rse ln Lha bsttw na{gt$erhd

of ke&*ood Clty, otx af t he ht"t'er su,bllrbs,n to$ns :tnutg dcr,n the

$an Frenclsco penLns{f,"&. The ftve-b*drwa Sors*n Frcvlacia} h*rsc

had been bullt Ln 1929 for Sllrfffi, Olssn petd $9r50C ln aaah fsr l"t

st a tlm tfun rerq trsEt, lprlss* dmrr by the Bayahore lllght*y xwra

eelllng for $3rm. He ms t]xn uaklng about $t0rffiO e F&rr 4

eubatantiel lneosc at a ti.w wfen t he cverage f,astery uag* r*a* lea*

tnsn $tn500, (Sloonta sel*ry lnaom* peaked t$ 19&O uhen the Esnk $f

eallfo:*rLa raLsed hi.n to $20rffi e y€&r. Al"ihsugh af,t'*r tlw wr{J-re

freeae he fisa free to cet hls salaqy st v{r'tue$.y 6ny flgurt he c}r+ee,

Oleen nev€tr Ln ten fe&rsl tl"@ gane h{melf a, r**sc. He fslt th*t
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he h&d qll tlB rcnsy he nsBdcd,)

He besems a eonmrtar, Bc*etl.6ea drtvlng hi.e e@Fer$

Cadllle,s into the *fty" Esmetd.ree r*dfug tha tr*ln . 116 re-satp,bltshed

caatact tglth assselats *f hts youth, Fgr the re:ct ftftsen ysara

he and f sur oLd frlercrs * rlslr all" proapar*"ng bnsfusGsr*er: * rg6t om6

a r*eek for dlnner and. an ewnlrg of, br{dge s.t t}E hpsa of one, rh6

olerns wem drawr i-rrto a sLrcle of le*dlrg ett$.*sns of Fadwood, a

modeetly affluani but unflffmboyant mmrnlty. Thslr chl"ldrrn cn.ollsd

ln $equola Hlgh $chonl, * euper{r prb}*# schml. Joaephire ols*n

hed * for her - unpr€csdsnted oppor*unlty io etterd op*ra srd **rserL*,

fo vlslt gallerics and tpsr leEtwes. $h* **e mpL!.ehed lees ihan ehe

hoped to, for bqrts sf illnras frequently up*s her pl*,ae.

A::thur olsen *leo qur"etly teok olrcr &s ths de feeto

head of the oleen clan, ltre had realry beon so fc,r yearc, sr,rpgrort{ng,

for ermmple, hls rrLd*red si*ter, ldinifredr with a regular rpsittance,

His brother *earge, rrourrllrg aut flfty yeers of La.bor la e uFrl"te

celltr"lold sql.lar at Dunhanl sarrlgan, gmt*fully ratr*atod to ihc

role pf i.nactive faxr$y petr*arch. It, rsue Art,hr ta rrtr*n iloutnfe*$

antlnrltXas turned for advlco ard aaugeian&L flneffilal. as6l.st&nre,

It r.&s uncle Arbhur rrh* hetped the younser goner*tlon flnd Jobs,

It uas to ndear Arthurtt that h*s e{*tere, now apvJ,ng terr*rd, o3d **p,
hied forcsrneel *r asafart. $Jrubolla of all this rna a gatha*i"Hg of
nths rqlatinesn srns cr tt*iae e yeer for a $urday afternson buffst 

.

dlnner 1n tlre oLeen baek gerdsa *t 63a &rll-rwtxrn Essd. ?he g*ih€rlag

numbered ftfte€n to thlrty a*eoldirg to hor* m,njr $sre erra$a.bla tc
sttend, It rarged frcm uncle seerge dororr to the leteat*arJ.vsd
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aque3.l:lng baby, Of the fsed.ly only Artlrur

It rse eamplaeently agreed all arrrunrl that

There muld bave been lmri fcol3rrye had !*
to an end,

organlred cuoh a gathetd"ng.

th{.a }Ees righb ard proper.

brougt* tha femtly reunlors

In the deeade sftar tlw 1f25 receiverahip illlier & Lux

greatlg rduced lte f*ming oporatlon*. By th6 inld-Lf]Ora lts *pat

vieible oper*t3,r6 dlv*elsn r*is a eubotdieqy eal.lcd the $an JeaquLn

& Ktnge River Cens,L & Irrtgatlon Smperg - the rCarx,l Ccrryarry.rtt

for short, Xl^ller A I&x stt"]'i trgu,rteCltr mat af the wete:r wtri*h fl.crued

lnto its $sn .ioaqutn ValJ"ey. Sy vlr$r** sf a netlaork sf d.*sc, c*s*la

ard pr:upt"rg etatlone the Ssn&:. 0€eexry dlstrlb{*ed isLgatl"on l*rnter

t,.: faws fw a prfue - so mlch *,n *orr6-footr ?hLa vlrt*rsl awropolg

of r,ster resurcss erdo*md the Cansl €owpagy wlth &LL blrt llf*-er-dqath

pCIscr svsr msst lrrStvi$*a} f,*rnd-ng veaiuras brLth*$ tts !:sseh, Froa

the tl"m ltrenry lttller ceaaod to axpatd htrs e*$ru tha 0anal Cc*pa*y

ffrrmtlored as an effLcl.enb, d:lepareLor*te pubtL* t*13.{ty.

f,le*e attrlbuto* isre testad to tlw ltq,tJt dtrtng i}u

years l93O-35 ntmn Callfornla vee the vletl-s a3"ang r.r1.tfi wrsh af tla

roestern unlted $ts,tee ta a aormra &&i prn).enged drouglrb. F$r e€var*l

years nrnnlrg mlnfall" tofia.tled rra].L undcr hcLf sf nerm]. etlocstlon

of a drastlcallg redueed vlta.I !c6&ursc !i&s & carrs{tiu, sysrr ags'lrlslrs

re*poneibl.lLfy. At er{tlcal" mprlte Ln ths gre"l-ng *eae&ns *ha
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${l}er & Lt*c off,Lce Ls Ioe l}*nss F"6scr$d e fas!.lJ,er s6*ns: s ahori

rot* of eober*faced fsrs*rs, grt$qf l"n sm&t-statr*d denlar, waltlng

unoasiJy on perltrslnd ctslre to preseurt thetr p3-er to A. 8. OLs*n

f,or eil enbra r&tlan af l*igeil.on w*ter. Far no* a few Ef tJren

it *ns e qw *tlsr: of a,lnrlvaS,

Ths droqht gave rlse to an an&itiorrs sah*nts to llb'erate

$an Joecpll"n farrers f r*ra tlm rra,gantea d €llsat,e, The Gontrsl ValJ.ry

FroJect beeare a eenbral eornertrr of, Olssn durLng hls tanrra ae h**d

af Hlller & L,ux. The ldoal eorrsslved anl vig*neu*ly edvoeatd W

the U"S. Sures.u of Reclssati.on, wa,s to ator6 abuydant sa.ter tn tlrc

n"cuntalne of northerrl'C*lifsrnie *nd to serd li down aa rreed*d by

eanaL ardptg.eltne ta tlre easr.-srld Centrel Valley (tnst ir, the

$scra^wnto and San Joequln Yalley* eonsidrrad &s s un{t ), the proJect

roquS.red thei vast quantXt$,eg sf daffid-up uef,€r be eonvryed sa?er*l

hurdrsd mtles *nd that,, to reaeh $an Joagln fars3.ardx, {t ba ra{ard

vorticaS-ly eerreral scor* of feet,

fhe Senbral VaILrry &uJect raleod per*twte cont&ver*y,

the engl.neerp of *hs &J'ear qf liiaelamtLan, confldent of neullg-ded"nad

technologLee ard emboLdened by the ln*ostlra aplrLt of, Booacnraltf*

$ew Deal, *ere fucpetient to tlrruet &lle*d. Ts trhema BcuX.der nas had

elready dmorctratd tlui nsn coaSd re*m,ke tk ge*graphy ef the $sst.

Thoy rrere inpatlent wlth anprre lfio lntarJeeted dtfflcuLt qr"sstloua

about costs, yet-to-be-eolvwd engin*erlr:g prbtrane or tts fat* of,.

vested inteFests. ?hese r,r'erre the queatlono ralsrd by $lller & Lux

a.rid other establLehod enterpri"een i.a the vallay. ?her* dwaleped e

lorg-slntting detlets corducted oporadi*alJy over yeerg in th prcss,
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ln the hall"s of the atete leglslatura in $*eras*nt'*, l"a e orferenet

rocg$ of the Sep*rbment of, tl:o Interl"or and tfi caamlttts ohexlbare

ln the eonsrers. On a sell.ar aqale it pe,rall"etl"d ths Sfeii debte

aver ttre Tenrsssee lla}}ey Authorlty, H5.116l & Lux playlng a rsls

ei.nLlar to th6t, of C$g}mntsalth & $suthern Corporab*x.l &$d A. R. O].sen

that ef s & lits prestdentn lfe*$e:1 Sl.].LlcLe. cl.ee*r d{d net def,*rd

hls paexti.cn perscreltry tn l{*smruf$nr && did kllllkier nor dld he

rrenture suteLde tjf he*rlng roffi? agd Legal f w.e ln Cslifgr'rlle'

He ffis no|, a prrbllc 1gan ffd had no *tomch to becemae one. But Bureeu

of Becl-anation offlcl-g,le reeognlsed hl"a ee theLr msat redfrrbtabl"e

adversary.

In the end the Csntr*L Valley FroJceio c$r+h MLfled

fr.on Lta or{g{.uel bilueprlnt r sane tnto betng" Twerd,y Jr€arb sftsr

the proJect wae co*ectrred, tk fe.nal Comparry ?'188 teken over by a

prbllc authorltyr and after nerly a eentury Ulller & tux eeaead

to be a naEls thet tnh$ltants sf *!rs $an J*aqTri"n Vallay hsre eonpel.led

to reekon wJ-th'

the fent::al vat"ley ProJoct ep!**de brouglb Lnho aterp

relJef the chrs.cter of A. S. 0lsen aa a $a.ture buEl'nesssl&l1' An

lntensely practkal man wltholt soe,r'[ng lm.gln*tttrrt, he l@s *t the

begirurlng l3.I-diqpoeed * alsp$ rcnte@,uolls - of thE plajs€t, As

a do-lt-yor.rrself mn by ternp*mNaent, he $x.s ll.ttle il"sltlled to p*

blird fetth ln wn who produced theor*tleal s*l$tlor€ cn dratrlrg

boards s*t up far fron t,he stte sf btr* problew. Hs bellewd tn the

crmtlve force of prlvate, entxrprf"se and distfix*ted btg goverrmont"

Ifu fett ihat, the New Deal r@s novir$ ikle eEunbry toue.rd a. sw1815"at

type of socitrty. H<* started aut theref*re an * temperawrtal *rd
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phltrosophicar, sdwrsery of t,h santraL vall*y FrcJcct,

Bg ths t't"na lt becam realr.ty he hcd turn,*d into an

edvocate. I{€ did not ad'nlt to a eanversi.sr in yaluec. flx6 erlgln*l
nwild i-deela' $f dublaus trbursauemtad had bean r+f,trpd lr&s rmsthLrg
mrk*blel be na{ntalned. sl"ean ard hts arlloa dtd lnd*ed qffe*t
aigntflcant ctrgnees i.n the centlal yalJ"*y proJsct, but the FreJcet

*.lso warked change J.n hln. He gro'r to ra*p*ct t"hs m* !.n t tm gtrrc*r

ef Rselera*tlon ag*Lnst ndron ha etrugglcd. He aeknalrl.adged rventually,
r*'lth esre reluctsnce, that ttre F*deral" Srerri:mntra gre*t ftsod ecntro:l-
power-irrfugtton pr+J*ete tsd affeetd &nra l*ye* fe the be*t*rn
although * ard ln thle. irstsrcc l* appaare fraa tlm parapaetlrru of
forty ye&rs afberw.rd to have ha€ an in*{ght ths eceqped the mn of
vtslon of his ti.arc - he rerei.red urea*3i'abcut lts eevr:"Lsr pa-effasgrn8

of tlp retrrra} enrtromt.

I'tls ensount*r lrr.th tha Fodrm 1. Gowrnnent dld not
a*ltsr the cewse sf slsenrs pofasul*nal l1f,r, yet had h* ba*rr rrlrrt!{r
it Hlght have. The then atrectsr of tha Brr*au of Rselemt:lerr ineu*,rad

of him sowtLffe about f 9&o u*retlrer k afuht bs {lrb€reptad in a
positl-on nl"th the rnterle Departaant ln 1{*ah*,ngt*n_ He dld not
encourage the of,f:.cl&l tCI 3x.rau€ thc lde*. thj"s uaa *pprcntty tha
errd af 3t, al.though yeana Latsr Ollseu nentlanad wt"t]rout o]sbqra*lan
that ttere had besn rrs€il:F t*lkrr about trtm taleirg e rnrtlm Job in
hlashlngton.
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theee fa*Lere derlv*d in p*r4r n* daubt,r fro* tltc

peree$ion of ihose he doElt vith clo*aly th*t Ar*hr Oilsen rst

approactring a crcerpade tn hts c&treetr. Oubbr*ak of war ln &rrep*

ln 1939 abnrptly erdd tts 0*pneasl*rl. By the sw{Fsf, *f l9&$ ttp

Unitsd $tates w.e vLgorauety argaged la *n ald prtgr*a fsr Sroat

8ri.ta,J"n and lts *Illee. At hw s araah dr*$ee effort l*as Sauncl*d.

In the farslrg tnduslry tbere came a-rr end to thc ea*mlngly er*trera

ye&rs of unssleabS.e sirplu*sE and px'l"eea proppod eff the flsr bf

geverrrent subst"dle*. the sloar pn** ai viti{sh Hl$.*r & InD( p.ratd af,f

its debte qrf.ckencd. Fy the tfu*e the Unit*d St*tes tnt*red t,t*a t*ar

at tlre erd of 19J*1 tt waa otnrlmla tlrat t!t* tsarlk of eallf,ovnia wsld

soon turrr baak the reann&nts of the HlJ.l*r ewpire Ls the fourderrs helra.

St one tlne * {n I9l+T sr t9t# * Jend $ulllvan, tho

0rocker B*rdc chairsan, dl*euo*€d thts pnorpct wXtlt fil.ean, ?hs

convereatl.on lvaa brtafly regauntd by Sleen ts a *on years ]a,ter.

$ul}ivan, assuming SL*en wnufd leave the ecmp*.rry whs* ths m*clwr*htp

eniedp aeked hi-a lf he hed 6furan theught ts hLs per'comJ. futwr* *fte

the $|I}er fed].y regained control sf $111er & Lrix, Slaon rap].fud thet

he dld nol tmeeegarlly forosc* any ehmga, $ul}ivan:*as etrryrrLead,

lle corsrenbd *harpJg that, J*rey Nl"skel wr:ld dlapS.aoc Olssl as h**.d

ef the csryany asd ttr*t ssant $lasm aheu}d 5d,' or*,. Hs ee.td the

eroeker Bank $as affir€ of * n*rd far nsturs sretut!,vep arailsble to

take ever unregemnt of lreubl*d Eoapanf"*s, an Ftrekett lx,d dsne lxlth

:u
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l{lJ*ler & Iar:r. 1{*a O}een lntsr*uted?

It my !:srrn b*cn e,t Ah*t lrrbrwLs * but aare ltkely

a ]r€ar er so Latpr - that the bank apoatf*,e*Ily off*rcd O}*m

a, eomlsalsn to ts,ks Ever Hs.xsegpn#nt of a eorgrorat{an ln whl.ch tlm

bank rrae tnterestad. $r"rllinant* affer ropr*eented an oppor4untby

"for Oleen to t*ka htc p}*er En hls san i"n th buci$csa orilr'toar'*cy

sf $an Frsnd!.seo, to loave !{11J"er & Irp( fro* tlrt top al*te r r

dtstirqgut"rlxd th*rty"ye*r sartGrr to eownss I rlBE a*d petryr

mre rtl,m*.at'tng p&tt€rn of +:d.ato$e*. Xt wouldr of gurea5 have

went a gctd ds*l ffi* llrsorw. Slstnls rcplF * and m c*n *nly

*peculab* rlebher lt sew.at onc* ar s,ftor lelg rtflcctlon * wsi

a noJectS.on of th* cffer.

Thls ffas me of tha crltlsEL dee!.al.anu of hls ].lfati.m,

It gave &Lmst lrrevltable shapt ts the Lsst thtrd Ef hl.e long ltf,t,

It brfl:Cht ts e prm,tam sud * he taaE ll: hi.e s!.d-5Sf s * the E*etlve

Fhes€ of e r"cnarhbls Eareer es s busLries*mn. It mrked c deprturt

frem s, li;felong petter:r of, *ager resp€nsG tE rer* eha3"trm6r. It rle,a

a refirsel of lntttativa r&teh beaem incrtealngly eh*mclsr*.r'tlc of

Arthur Olesr in lds }lntsr SB&f€r' Srp samet brnr b*r th*"ngx wauld

!m,ve gcne lrad Olscn ].efb !{l}}er & h*t in th* eerl}. t940rr. 3n tha

3"lght of etrcnts, h6waver, hls deelaLm to etcSr'ama, alm*t e*r**lnly,

not the better oholca.

fhLe *aa rnt eeey to percelw **. the ti.an, Qultc tlp

contrerS', The t{5,l.ter f,ad.].y dtd rffi rr*nt ht"n ta Xsaw. I,er*y Nlckel,

naturallyn exp*oted to rcfup over the csspenlr, But laroy was both

short on enth*sl,scil fsr eteady t*orlc snd an *snfldanoa 1n hit oxrr

a,bl"L:Ltlee. lls m,E thuu HeLL ss.ti.aft*d hrttii tha prorpaat ef hLa
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longt|ne wntor sh*rlrg the xrsrk load ard guldS.ng hts hend wlren the

hard decieLcns e&me upo Herrry }'fllJ.errs arrvfving ohllrtn F&sllle Nlakel,

no$ & lonan in her ?Ota, hed hlgh regard far Ols€nfe buelnecs taJ-cnte

and a reallst"lc u*derei*,rd.ing of her erffegnl*gt* lack thra<lf, Hhex

tho fienr? ltLll.er tmet ragdaed ontrol of tha fani.ly propertLes,

l,{rs. I{lckel LneLeted that CI}een becors one of the thrree tnret€*s.

In thssa clncrmslmses OLeen eould scareefur look upon

hlnsslf, &s & slrp€rannuatsd retalner aeon to be sr:tmon€d to recelvp

a tqrken gift arut a haridett*ke1 ea had been hLe faih*r a.t, ratlresenb,,

ltre very f.ikely erdured wl.t& eom omplacerey tl:e exaeperatod obJectlona

of hLs olsseet fr3"*nds, George ZLlsmrw.n arlt Val" Byrn*. lls bellowd

that they d ld nod grs,sp tbrat HlLler & hm was not }.i"ke Just argr

corparatlon. ffioro*vor, {t rss by rn re&ns app*rent then that he trss

in the proees$ of pselng a poLn? of no rGturyr, lfu eerrynentd thai,

if the ne$ sm pmved uncongpn5.al, h€ eolrLd aluays retlre. He rss not

pressed fina*elal}y, Aprt frnop a predlctable paneLon, scffis lrffiS *€res

of farnJ"ard he led prchassd rpar Fse klce ln th* $e"n Joo.rluln Yalley

pruducd for a rd.dcxer wi.th gmwu chilldrsn e ssr@ ilra'n aderysabe isec*e.

These rar1r r*esonable eonat&rstl.ens terdd tlr obeeure

the fact thd, OLeenls rsf\rsaL tc chsngc 168 ln asgarse an &ct of raeoll -
recoil" not Just frun a Job offar but alns fpn asbJ.tien *rd vanS"ty *nd

l"naglrat!*n, Orm ntgltt earrtsrd i tN*t etgbittsil ard a*lf-*ataeq are not

ehinys and orrcryx{'rcre vlrtues and th*t, anyhor*, 0lsel ln hts prosfoss

fnen the snodest goet $treet hsw ta a tr{ontg€eery Stre*t, e:msutl-ve oultc

had, repeatedly exhtbl.t*d t,l* cCIrage and vlef,on to aao*pt ne*l ehalLeng€sr"

Ilui #ay, then, not agpl n? One :ru*, leok uLttetcly te tlle chsr*Etcr
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sf tlrs ffin and to the ef,tltudes ard rnlrp* da*p\y l&gr*fned ls hl.e

durtng th* Fost $tre* ehLldhnod. &rt the *FaaLfts s!.rsuxstatrss!

*a whieh ha f,ound himtalf at th* tlss he lrad to nake the decLpL*n

eertatn3"y aff,est*d eign*"fl*ar*1y thr ldaf h* porcd th* queattsm ts

hLmself,

In the euLren sf tT}? tr*o ef ld.s {SrlldFan hsd gsna $f;f,

to colleg*, Tley dtd rrst g* fer, *yrdtl*y vare oftsn how sa welsand*

and holldrys, ?at tble ?reo t&e brgtnr$ag of the lrpvltabl* brv*k+lp

of $rthur 0leen'e cLosa-knit f,a,etlf. In tht fift&Esr ef 193Sr ahortlg

after she ard hereLd*r e*n ha€ drtvan t,o Etrrne fer a viaLt ${t}r t}r€

faet*&gtsg hu]"t"ne lochor, Josephl"na Otrscn euff*rqd e rssrtri hs*rt

at'taek. $he r**E in hoepX?aL a nonth, than rst*ttrad tw att*r*ed by

a prectic*l Rurs6 fcr trhat lea e:cpact*d te ba a Sotg carnr*l,areenc*1

On a $und*y ercn!.r6, Ar.lglwt ASr 1938, *he d:*ppod of,f ts 6.J.*ip, $art,

to arp,l**, Hsr hrabeld f,ound her mrct wrn!.ng d**d aw lxours sf a

maasfure e orons.rsr oeclusLon. $tB rme two lqorrttls elrgt of lrcr SSth

bir*hday,

A,r-b,hur SLse* etole*I.Iry bErla { h$,e rrLfa aad g*ttlsd !*e,

& net* ard Lrereastr4gLy Io*+Iy trd.et*ner. llls ledL *ttd r+ent sff to

u*lveralty l-n l?39, A eap,ble arrd dewtd h*rxekiaFrrr * rrtderr mmd

trb.e Llrme, aene ts 630 Arll"ngton Rsod, ifu*. Itsug rsslnsd untl,l lror

unttmly death flve ye*rs l"a.t*r. Hawrcd thffiSh slG 1es by all th*

fqml-ly1 *he had mt the Gs$sren*e to btssffi a plaual"bla subatLtLrtt,

furtsil.ectaa.tltr or ea**,lsnalltr, fs* CIXeanfs dr*d wLf*,

Bf t9l*3 all t,bss Ojlr** chlldren had c*rylsted th6tr

sehooling" ?he boys rrer* off to tlx rnrr Olsanf s d*ugfit*r, H*r?,
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teaeh*ng ssh$43. durtrg *,!n war ye&rs, ltv€d *,t hw. Strf hr 6ould

axpeet that ln dr:e cswae atp vraald Garry snd Lsaru too* ar lrdard

she dl.d tn t94?.

Slsrn thur appoaehrd e s&rs6r erootrsdt rdihaut

l"wedl.ate ard acmpelltrg nstv* io u&lffi * ner* d*per*uw" H6 had rc

rLfe. *ll.a ehi.ldraa ffifi6 eduseted and Et*rtlca to mks tlslr srtr

Ifvee. lk tred rp debtn *a pqy *ff rer 6:cperaltu h*h,!.tr to fLm,r*e,

And he hed m tntlsetc scuasolEro f'*n{llar wlttr htn rtrragtha erd

rre*,krreeaosr ts lrelp hi.n. &a$s6s bLs sltrrctlln. In thtr reapect th*

prenattrre d6th of hxs.lrlf,r res Ar*ltr 01*gnt* vary glGsa ntsfet^rme.

Jooephtno Sla*n hEd not be*n p*r*teu3a,rty u**y t* Ilrc
trLth' Her mdar affe*t*d by chroale 1$.n*e*, wore n* alr*ya tsuw{grr

tbr s-J"nd xEe rsetkan *rd epiniomt*d, olaann uho had e aegairdhet

c!&-fo,ehisrsd id*a of a proper h*sbrndqr*f* reL**Lstah1p, prohblg

found har on oeese*.prt to be toE m*h wlth hl*c. 3*t tlurar bq*dqnew

iralts rerrdrrd, lrtn grcet aenrico (anO fp ws rnl:. slcrrl* sf tt) tn

t*ldentng trta horiaone a** gsadtr* hJx orrt, of coxpL*asrwF.

Josephdne l'r*t*d hsr hlEbsrt*ta abLJ.ftioe hlghly. $h

rnae often fmpetien:t lrtth ht.u for hl"e raS.usttrre* tn *xplolt thep wc
eggressireS;y. $he th*u6ht thet ha hed a,1X' 6d htma}f, to bs oryIstted

by hts tnferiors. !,{sre raorldly $r f*r t}rsn her hnfiBh*Hd, cha appo:*l.eed

peopl"e ard Bvents wlth * eoo134y reall"stl.e e5r*. ldhlle rha r*ea a plzur

rm&a,n who had llttle exporl"e*es rrlih t,he erdl*r s*.et* of l"*fe, alra had

a *ophistieated understardlne ef huxn nature. She d ld nnt share

her husba&3ra effiLtwnt to the eqrwreLe,l ontarp:d.es lrhLsh bad leted
hlrn to a state of pre*tlge and eff;Itranct. Sh€ thought ho hd ds!r$
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rnrch &CIr6 fcr l{iller & Lux than tt had dsne for hla" Sha r*aa

unLryreeaed l*.tih the l&Ller fa,mS.Ly ard wde nt effet t'o saek tha

co$ryany of lts mer*srs, Whsn bhe Ssntr*.I, VaBay hoJee't contravercy

*a,e at Ltn peak, *le urged hen husb*rd to g* t*' *laahlngtant pro&ebly

hoplng ttrs& experS-enee rmuld spen rlsw pcrap,eetLws fcr hin - *rid

for hls famd"ly as we1l,

$!re would al-met certetnly tew prt all her lnfltranee

ln support sf s,n sniablc perti"ttg with Hiner & Lrnr wlun itre+pportunlty

&ross, Thai rnpuld have been consistent' rrlth the *plr5t of r*ll

begirminge wtdch ar6as !.n her durtng the la* ysafs of her ]-ifs.

}$hen she rranlshed, *ratever ancrmrLrrg ftetr Ehe ha.d ktadled t.n her

hueband dld t+o. At the dsal"*ira wrent. ht ahsktsd hf.nstlf te bt

Ln eearch nat sf a rpt*begtnntr€ but of & essure and agree*ble crd'

xn

For a cerslderabls tls€ ey?nt* S&1te nc e*sst for Olstn

to rogret hl,s choise. In 19i*4 $il.ler & Ia:x tsa r*l*ead f,romn tts

grlp of lte ersditors. Lsray Slckel becaw htddmt. OXsen remln*d

a Yice-Freaident and r,ns eleetad a il'u*tes sf the Mlller eatat6.

ki the ensulng Xres,rs tho oaoga af l{lJ.Lsr & i-{fie operat'Lonu gradua}fu

narrewed. After th* var *aarge bitokailr Jr.r t,t* eldeat grand*hlld of,

thnry Hlller, enterrd the btrd"ns*s. lle rar than * gocd-lookitg y<lttgg

mn Ln hls late tutnttes, erergebt"cr smbltlau*, tln flrat ffitller helr

ia glne prrcntee of n*re than red!"scre erdol#snt* " Searga *aa rgrt dom
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to the $*n Joaqrtn Tall*y to le*.rrr tl$ tnlelnre*. After alr apprentl"c**hlp

perS.od he r*as F}*scd *"n charge sf the cffiperryre nsr*r *plr rsdaeed

fermfug operatXorw,

In the po*tw*r !ffi,rs & nalr pti*rn ef opratrfm emrgd

e,t ttr* ooryan;rls $sn Prencl"seo headquart*rs, Isroy Sl.akeL e$d hls

nlfe undertaok Ln tlre lats tgj$Of s an extsndsd holttlay trlp to &rrop*.

?hey fetr3" tn ?rtth t,ho frss*ep*rdlng i.nternetisnaL set {n Rome and

beeaue entrarwed by l,t. Saon *he $1*e1s (th€f r**re ehiLdlerc) ro*ra

spendl*g ha"Lf, a y'*ar lr: $e,n Frsrrel.*tla alld ]s,lf a year Ln Rsmn

er*,huslest,is pertl.+5.p*nt,s fn !g d*lgq y1!,e,n lnterna&fanal. dlvl.slon.

For Arthur Olsen all" ttrls nearrt elmpt"y that, t& wn,s et:lJ.l ruwrlng

$tller & I"ure Juet abCI* aa !x had. for the paet fl"ft*ca ]G&r€r ll*

dLrest'ed eonparry buatnsse rdth praeiis*d aff$.cl"oncy. Snly are pmblen -
a groning Grr& * ehadcrned CIlsrntc rout!.t*Iy trarqrrfl" r'{l'rklns; hsurd.

?hLs r*s the asunii"ng preaeurc betrig bnought to bqar uFon the Miller

t,r:uetees by the r*ptdly oxp*rdtng re$ks of !,lLl"I*r hel.r* sd the

nountlrtg frl.etXon rlelng ffnory feedt$€ re*er6 oll the el&s.

In hls ylLl Herry StL3er had pl*c*d the vaet bulk ef

his fo*.une - gonsl"stlng prtm*r:llf of MLll"*r & Irlx, Ino. - l"n tn

i-mevscable tnret to rmsln in exlsterrse *reti"l the d*eih af hl,a fsst*

surv1vln6 grandchlld. At ttrat tlss tl.le ttrcrr-*xistlng hclre rmuld

agrc€ eesns tlitmselrres sn tl* dtrapaaltton *rf the e$*t+, Untll that

tire a eelf-rsrsuing b*ard d th:r* truetera Hsuld fid$ss€ the a*tafc

and csntreL it aboolutelqr. fa* tl*er*y yafrs of re*elverehlp dld nst

alter Xl.l"lerre arr*ngmct*g ihe gserd cf, Trueta** x*tloulmrcly

fulftl*lsd {.to 3.egal" ob}lgat$.ans dtrrlrg t'he hl"etuar &rd {t ra.s*etffid
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eontrol of tlm estats l&et ths rrssefirushl.p eded. Upon the da*th

ef Nsl]Js Hl*kel, her son Lersy and Oleen al"ected tl* empnyr*

lcng*ti"ns Sen*ral Seuwa]'p J. g. Soollay, ttr the thtrd txrattc se&t.

?rJudgeu Hoelley, rr'lw hsd enes serrffid a tem on the bnn*hn ?x*d bcrr

assaci.std with $tl,ler & I*:r for twa dse&dsn. Frtm*rlly a tesl':nLele$

and advlsorn 1{*o}1ey 1et Olsen ard }.&skal take the l.a*d tn *l6rrlfieant

declslon-*aking.

?he tuo esnlsr t,rt.eteee w*na ngr**d *n e SsrereJ- poltey

of coneerrrative ruanagenasnt ef th eetatere very cs*nfderabls *ssats,

XLLler & Iffr usa velued ln the €arltr tpf0ts at botween $?5 s,nd $l0{i

m{Llton. The lorcr ftgur"e, wlrtsh Ole*n c}*ar*eterlatically rcprdad

&s rwre accu::ato, repreee**ed flm*y meaeureble, im6ss*ppodu*Lrg

&sseteo tlre h{gher eatluqtat }sre deri"ved frsu atte*$e to ples6

eomeet evalnatione on r6a1 bl:& *peculatLvc aaaets, sach en ihs

n{neral rlghte of coefiarry praporties $,n Er glose to oll-predu*lrg areas.

As )"ong ae fl$ thtrd gener*tlon of Hllller helr* rwa$"rpd

mLnce , presslrs on tlte e*tatc to i*crsas€ 1r*s*6 x*s low. Thore

r&s rsrrenua enorgh fa,r eaeh of, t,h+ tlrae gmrdahildren of Henry Hl}lar

to live, 1f not ln dueal lucury, at X*ast ln Jdlenees. thl* ehm6ed

$rhen the folr chlldren erf George Nfukeln Sr. s.nd f,he three of Geangs

8ow1es (sarrled to Georgers eLster) etruek out on tlrel"r own. Onl.y

$ar1y Siclel, rfto had saruled s *rulilqni.lllore,lre, couS-d afferd t*
be J"ndlfferont to the l{Lller f*rture. the fsrr HLJ,lsr Srset-gf,erdsons -
Seorge and Berrerly S1ekel, Geege and ltenry BewS.ea - rlr6r€ depondent

on a share of the trust l"ncomn, a sharle dtich tn the **,rly 195$fs lsae

insufficient to flnance a rJ.ch Hanrs ll.fc a*yle for a]"1. Under the
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!{icls}*$lsen-$aellcy *tanrardshlp the younger hst"ru grw nertlw,

Lcrary $l*lrels hartug no traung feetly, hndpS-cnty *f

snney fer hi.s meds. As has besrr Eaa*, he rar an en$a3rcr ef, l.1fe,

ite nan neither the *sblii.eei nor th+ easrgy ta w*l& nt cra*t.*ng *er

walth. l&r::eover, ae sels xaeipierfi of srp*thlrd of ihe *atatera

dietrlbut€d ir*mncr hs l** ln * farsrqd Wattten asxan& th hd.re .

ilartng esen hl"s f,athar thrrugh tupurdares }*t tln eetegs s3*p fren

the fee3.ry hards for tr*r,iby y€*rsr lerey ?&s * esrfifirf,t t,p e*ns;Fr*tlv6

nanag*mnt,

Arthur SJ.*ra had nc perto*nl at*kc i.n thc $1I"1*r fer*trnan

It eeuld sake n* fLnencl-al dlffarsns* to hts rlttothcr *t gmn sr Ehrat:k.

Yet he and L*rey came to * reating rf, u$,nelal eseh f* hlg awr r{mssns.

0l"ean *arr hl,.neelf as custsd,l"sn *f aomthl,ry sf va.Xua l'*iish he wa

hsnor bsurd to brrn over f.nteet to *.ts Ewmrs at" *n epelnted tt&.
ge consLdared Lt hte ftret &rty both Leg*Ily erd atrerl.y to p*tatre

the corpus of the'MllLEr eststc. H* rs,s not ae e3emly hourd to

enlarge Lt. If the tro abl$get*.ona carc Lr*o eonfl-iot, fw hta tb

eecend rould g!"ve toy. Goupld wlth e mtuml ooniefimtl*n ln ftrar*ial

nettere, thLs self-Lape*ed mml l.wFerati"vc fspeXtsd Olssn tarnralll r.

cautious estate nanageaent pelicy rxhiah woro i.nnr*acfsg},f on ths nsnnFr

of the t"apattent yeurlger geaeration.

It uas leroy S e!c*l, houanor, wha besare the fEexs af

fani:.f *nlsrs and unrest. Hl"s nleccs arrd nephoxxr lB vs.qftng dqresu

of intens{ty, lecked upon }rl.n ae se}fJ,ah a$d lne*ne{tlve. Fsr

Gecrge }lletml, Jr. Lt ua$ s, eese ef open hosttll"ty ts*srd hle ursL*.

Ar{hur Oileen was },cJ"]" a?6re sf th* *ltrati"on. A8 f€et"3*r tenele*ls
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rnsunted, tre becans comrlnced thed l"t ms $ot feaalbl-e to qalntala

lndefinltsS.y the etatus quo La*.d dowr by $Allerf s wlXl. It tntsht

seIL bs t*rantSr yeers (ldeedn lt e* turned out) before ths la*t

$iller grandchlJ.d died end thc estet+ would be dtetrtbut*d.

Ol$en p*'opoeed ln t9S1 that yaung 0eerge $lekeL be

brorrght to $an Fren*i,sao to be bmkw Ln es oprailng h*ad af th*

eonpanyr He furtlsr propoaed that, he ald ler*y end6d thelr oarsera

as $il-Ler & &$r exaeutl"ves snd thd,' her Olaonr rettr* fros the Beerd

of tnpteee in favor of e r.eprecantetlve sf th* youns@r gan**tl.on -
preeunebS.y Seorge I'llcke3"r Jr. Durirrg the yearre 1?51 io 195J+ Olecnt

ncrx in hLs l'ate s*<t{esr pree*ad thie e*unsel rep*n*adly ard r*a.e

ac aften rebuffed" Ixr*y iii-*kel" dld not uaat Seorge Nlckc1 or enF

ot,her youngator on the Soard wlth h*.nr n*r d ld ho farsy eiardLng

aelde eE ccxepeny PresLder* Ln f*var cf hl* nephew, Young Gaorgt

uanted CIlsen, rftsoe axpertlse he re*peetedr 't'* rcm.in aetlve wl-th

ttr cmp*ny. Ar theyeare Ba*sedr OJsen rta.rled of the utt*tdlag

fant3,y qu**el, In lg53 hs drek' baak st the la*t sorent fr*n a pl*n

to abnrptly a::norxtee h!.s tcts} ref,lrwcrrtr tharncby fcr*lrg e braak

ln the l"npeers. Thet hs dld nst then bri.n6 hlnEslf tr: *et *rae to

bee.sm for hl"n an oce*slon of bitter regret, 'fut! ;r*srs Satsr he

wr*tel

FIn krokLng baok (wtrtetr 1* alvaye eesy) I can ruadlly

aee hor* I frabbly oould hava avoided the preaer$ e!"t'rr*lsn, It. had

been my deslre ts retire *crce two yr:8,r6 qgo but or* of a ns?r apparlng

falec Bense cf troyalty t* th* Xnst5,t*tl€{xr rrhirh hae b*a ug w}rale

tmsl"neee llf,on I de.Iayed tha retLreffint unti"l t$s lata.rl
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xIII

CIlsonrs heatt*ttex 1#,$ no &ubt due aleE in p*rt te

{he faEt, tlat he tred feel}.atsd rw plan sf Eeilvtiy to flll"L the vEld

after he ceesed ts) boatd t,!p S:1$ e4pr*e* far $s,* Fr*Erelses and ths

Xusa &rild5ng. fhere !*s nrff no optLon before hln tc *ssffines * rE!{

busl.aess caresr, He had reeently paeeod ons laet *ppartrn:l,ty to

end hls long narrlage to Mlller & furx. Hts I-ifelorrg fr!.erd, George

f;i-rerr*anr hevLrlg nsde a *cderate fosrtilne ln ths **st*$H,ckirg brelnaarn

eald hie fi"rx efter t}e war *.rd derroied himelf full time to nan*.gercnt

sf hi"a l-nveat&ents, f;tmerean becas a per*rer lrr the brokerage hou*e,

Calvln Duncen & $on. ftelglng in B*:* ox Ol-eaars eouroe3, Ztmerwan

rapidlg turned hi.e msderate f$rtune 5"ntqr a ver1r larp *r*. He unged

hie oLd frtord to qu*"t ttn d*t3y $rtu{ a*d prt h*s exprienes *ld

bualness instlnct to w'rk fsr hLs6elf. e*lvln Suman of,f,ercd OJEea

a parlnornhip ln hle f,lrm,

?o Ximerwnf e exa*peratLon, profarely erqpr+eeed,

Olsen refueed the offsr, He had onl.y reoentJ.y esteblish*d a nan regL*n

ln hLs prdvetc ll"fe3 he f,ourd h$qpsLf *narJ.lllng to srenc,h hlraeelf av*,trr

frm ye,t srsther wcb of fasri"l"iarn *osfcrtsbXe rsrrtlrpe . Arthur OLsen

had reeched a at*ge:1*ir: Ltf* sfuen sls,llsr€* n* l*rnger stLrrad hLn *rxt

changon bwever appee.lingly lt pr*xcr*ed ltoe),f, ease te hi.p ae an

u,rrrelcsme visLtcr.

?hE ners pattera of llfe which lnoresei.nsly ebserbed ht!

tiw and e*ergtee at thc €JrprHFs *f leng**ta,ndtn6 hebj.te glrd lntore;te
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ree brought ebmrt by hi"s cacsnd naff$nge. Il1 191*? trF la*t of hls

chlldren Left hcrse far good, Lass than I year latar lp tsok a wlfe'

Tlp secord &a, Ol.sen l€a born L$14 ldoatirqr a womn flftsen }eefs

bic JunLor who ha"d nst GerrLed 1Ir the eourse of a nsrted ltf*' . she

r€s bom J-n tsraaLl of letnisn onL6rant pe.renf.o but apext mo*t of l'sr

life ln the Un5'ted $tates. Olsen utet her when eh* beesme L*roy

Nl"ckeJ"ts secf€t&ry durt r€ the l&r. $h* rae an energptie , aler.tn

wldely*g16ve11ed $x}E*n ulth a t*.d* range of interests. A f,erc lB*rnths

afterhegavchS.sdaugtrterarnnylnnnrrlageArhhur0lg*nwa*rred

to l47d1a tr{estin€. Shey rtmalrwd togother untJ-I hts dseth' $he becana

furcr"ae.s3-rg1y the f Cus of hLr ex{stxnea ee eld friards fnded atsy

end age crept upon htm, rn hi.e Larb year* of deeltntrg vttaS"ity ehc

rxae his deperxiah'le caretaker ard nffse'

The seeord marrtage gradua-l}y br*u6lrt about changea

in OL*enro 1r!,nate J.lfe. The vreekl"y e*rd gara* ard the faa*]'f ggttxrlnge

end.ed. ?he hore st 53$ .{rl-lngton naad, asf6J.ated wxth an sra $$w

closed, sas sold. i.ft,er twr tsntets,w *topu oLaen atxd his wlf e a*ttlsd

in a eosfsrtahLc nsdern hsms on e, hi.}lt"sp in t'lm autfigba'n eowaunS"ty

of Los Altos (tOSZf Serkahlre Srive)' ?hey rcm*Lned at that h*rdseim

retrc*t for ftfteen Jr€sr8, optlng f er the cornrenxsnce of a retl"romerf'

ccmm.rntty n*ar $an Joee o,nJry in tbe La"nt el'glrtesn sent'hs of hle llfe'

Ap*.r* from ihe r^e-eetttlng and adJustwr*, to & lRlf oewpanlon, Oltentx

delly routl-rm trent pretty rtuch as befryt * a' €sffiitlrg brelnets e:cssut'ive

r,rho cane home t* &n ullspctaeular evenfug $|th eloekl'tke rogUtartty '

there rm.s ttrF for t,r&vel. fhc 0lsena toek an exterdod tr{-p to surop*

ln the surflner Ef 1953. $ rs*rd*the*uorLd tr{p' sihleh Avthx}r O}sen
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ha.d |raLf-serlou$Jff specul&ted en for decades, ifies in the plannlng

stage, ?here ffia stebili.ty anC aecurlty in tFre fanl}lar z'round'

There xould h time to face the uncertaLn*i*c of retLrennent - fater,

?he teet of sd-lLs in the Sfiller fa.tnuy woe noving

lne:norarblyn however, towarri *n cxploeive ch.rcsx' The yl'eld frm Lhe

Hiller truei r"$** * txrtr too olowly f,or George Sickelt ;1r. erusl hie couelnu"

lle pres*ed the $an Franci"sao he€dquaxters to launch a naJcr eryension

of the e{}xnpar$rf* farming operaticns, &eof,gefs proposalr dtieh sntem-

plated putting narginal ecrea&e inta inteneivc esltinatltno sere tretsed.

?he two s]-d hande Ln lian Franeiscp were not men to atake hundreds ef

thouaands on the luck of 'the are*thero

In fnretration yonng Seorgc etruek out on hie oun. He

anacsed hlo personal- *ssete, borrror*ed ncre, leaeed 5rO&) aeree of

qteetionable land and car\r j,n 1953 put it into rl.een a lueratlve

cash crtpo ile had ns lueku The apr*r€ of $53 hrned euf to be

urnrzually wut,. The rs.lnE drswred Gecrr.ge lii"ckelfs flret effort to ga

i-t alone a,tld" - errsn mor€ palnful * t*l€y banknrpted h3:trn He went to

hi's $ncle Leroy for a loano Hj.t'h a :ne&sure no doubt of perveree

eatl,sfaction, Lreroy trrned hLu dor*n. tieorge deeided the tl-me had cono

far a radical etepo

In hJ.a few ;r*ara ln the valley Senrge NlekeL had J"earned

a bit absut the latterl*d&tr hiatory of the cerpany his greet"-grandfather

had, erested. One of hls €ducators tras n*y Aebinson, a Freeno attornef

and politiclan, who played a rrale ln the estebl:lshfient sf the Irt'lget1.an

Slstrict whlch h*d taken over fhe fancil C*tpany. It hed tlnus becn

hin bueiness to bsc*ro f,aarl.llar stt"h ttre H.tIIsr & I,t,rx record.. In the
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Bnocess llob*neon had arived at the euepielon that sotue ps€ple had nade

a good thi-ng out of the aall*off of cffip*ny lande i.n the BakereficLd

reglon early ln tJre $ank of Callfornla Liqrrldation er&. .fit loaett

&ohi"neo$ persrraded ysur€ *eorgcn iL would be wcrt'h looking lnto the

orlgins of the nelti'.mi111en-dol"lar eetate lefe by S. E. llouchS,n,

a Bakerefield man r*ro had been both & selee agenb far arri blryer of

Miller & lrrx l*rxleo

the thnrst of Sebineonrs t}rinklng * it:rd the zubetance of

the eivil" fral.ud euiL e*beequently fil"ed * rsas the Houchlnr by erploiting

hi* agentte po*ibion to hie sr+rl edvefitage, had eiphened trff aesets of

the HiLler estete an* tJrus defrauded the helrsn The preeuaptive fraud,

RobL:nson rcaroned., eoul"d hardly have b€en aeenplished withCI.rt eollabsr-

atiEn or at leaet eulpable negliger:ce en ttrc pe*rt of & $prson Gr p€rsfln8

hlgh in HiILer & Lr.rx dsoleio*sahtng at the tl.&e.

Althougli ftfteen yearsj of subaequent li,tigaLi.on faLled in

the end to produee an uncltaputed record, the weight of evidence pointa

to s€ae factual baeis for the s6ctrset,Lan. The Hsuchifi heirE event'uallts

agrced tc a settlement J.* rshlch they p.dd a subetantd.al. surs to tJre

Miller esterte in exch*.nge for u'itJrd*awal of all eh*rrgee ard cLaime.

They a*eerted bhat tleir ecle ast'l,ve Ln eo do5.ng wae t'o erd the wperslve

lega1 harasment to fthieh t&ep hed been arbieetedn ?ears latar A. n. Olscn

geve to & ssn hf,s prlneit,e verdlct; there had tresn unethLesl tnt sxrt

lllegel oooporation betueen llouchin and J. leroy l*Ld<el to the flnancial-

edvantage of both; brt ${LlLer & I.arx, under i,nexorable campu}eion to sap,

had ne opportunity tp re*p that advant4ge f,er ltselfo Lsfoyn Oleen

believed, did not ses hineelf folng anyans an S.nJuat'ieo. He wu,s Juut
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ec*vengi:rg the battlefield of a defea,ted arrn;r. The fact that it waet

so to epeak, his arnry did not trouble Lerpyf ss,leepn

Ieroyts shod,dy beharni.or and then thre pitilecs assault upon

hin by hle nephews should harrdly have ehscked Olsen, given hle long and

cLose observatLon of ttre Hlller family. That it did indeed ie Nestjmoly

to the essential innocenee * oR€ mlght well oay naivete * of Arthur

Olsen. He found lt a1riloot i.urpossible to fathm zuch behevior on the

part of well*born and reapeetabLe peepleo

&ay Rooinmn was not a rnan eelfless\y in pursult of

justleeo In the deal he nade r*ibh George - brother Berverly and slster

Hary Joining ln - trl,,obi.hson got it in writlng that his fee i,suld be

fiffeen pereent of any judgrnent* awarded ihe plai.ntiffsn The plan of

attask ea}lsd for the ihree young SJ.ckels to charge btre ifj.Ller tnrsteee

wlth civll fraud* ftrly by zuch action could eont,roJ. of the !{:lller eetato

be firested frsre the hande of lhe truetees"

Th3.s r*ae, of oouree, {ieorge Siqkeltc pr}nary plrrpo$et

allhough there was also the satisfaEtlon of gettJ,ng hfid( j.rr full meaeure

at t"he uncle l*ro heid spurned hlm ln adverslty, That Lnnocent personct

above all A. Ru S1sen, rculd be hurt j.n the exeerrtlon of his coup wag

a c.onsideratl,on of *raIl fuaport to Crwrge N:ickelo After thc suit wae

filed George coollry told 01as& that he knew he was not involv.ed in

the alleged mlsdeeds. Unfor*sunately, he sald, there had been no

eonven:Lent way tc excise one trustee frcm the fraud actiono

In this stetsnent Treorge l,lickel, was eorreet,. Without

the acquleacence of all three tnrstees the t'nrst could b bc"oken on\r

b;r a show of nl,scorduct on the part of f,be Boaldo Rsblnson had no
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prl1aa facie c6ls6c lie had very }Lttle evldence irt all to susbaln

a civil fraud chargeo Suctr evidence as exlsted presumably ]s'y ln

$i]-ler & Lux arrqhlves. xhe Hlller t,rusteee r+ould certalnly not lnvite

Ray Robi,nson in on a fid-rirg erpedltlon. The reeourceful )a'qyer founC

the solutlon to his problsn i-n securi.ng the s,eelstanco of a' San

Franctsco $uperior eeurt judge, Thern;rs l{. Foleyo

ffi $underyr Jurre L3, Lgrl+ Robinson appeared before Foley

Ln an e:ctraordinary weekcnd sitting of the Court' Peiperg atloging

the civil fraud rsere $rhsitt'ed to t,he judgen Faley at ence declded

the charges $ere the ocession for lnstant, aCtisr and thereupon selred

control- on behalf of the etate of all i{.i}ler assete. ?he Henry lt!'Iler

trust was broken.

The thrae men joi.ntfu charged, o}sen, Leroy Ni.ckel end

Woolley, wera - not at all by chance - unrepresented at and una'ware of

Judge Foleyts hearlng. ?heir counsel muld readifu have bl-ocked the

Judgeta preclpj.tate setion arul forced Roblnson to ariduee hard evidenee

that fhe ehrcwd lawyer only suspeeted he lpuld find should he get aceeee

to the recqrd$c tdlry Judge !'oloy a*ted in obvleus caLlurion with

Roblnson and George Slckel is a Eatter ef opeculstlon. Quite l:ikely

Rsbineon easiled ln a pelitical chl,p r,rith Feley, the hslder of an electivo

sffteco In argr event the effect upon Oleen ancl lercy HickeL o'f this

exLragrdlnary event was devastatirg'

Oleen instanf\y aseeseed the sltuatl.on for that it -1#e 
*

a fanily vendetten Hls reaotlon a.s he gaaed upon his countenanee

reproduced on tlre frent pages of Lhe $an Fr^anClseo newspapere the rp:cL

mornlng wss to 8€t out forthr,r:ith and leave the t'llllcr heirs tp have lt
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out anong thanselveer He reeigned as trrretee that day arxl oought to harie

hJ.mself eevered frrom the escalatJ.ng lege1 ba.ttle then ta,klng shape.

Even though lt becsme qui.ekly apparent that A. B. Olewr could nob have

played a substsnti"ve part, in the ".lleged malfeasa.nce a generation

baekr it, was no si:np1e raatter for hinr tp disentarrgle hfuaself o In a

matter of days the courts w€re j.rrundat,ed wlth zuLts snci counter-suttso

Until the linee sf battle becarne clarlfied, no parby to the c&se wee

Hllt5.ng ta allow snysne to wlthc{raw fncsn the fiel,d.

Theee were the hardest r*eeke that Arthur Oleen ever Il'wd

through. The case l'ras a gooci etory fqr Lhe newsp.Npere, redolent of

prcminent n&mes, big mchey and misdeeda alleged No have occumed in
h16h placeso Not for ssveral treeke d:id the situatLon come Lnto clear

focue in tne prae6. Fcr OLsen it, had been a purgetory. He hsd reseived

rnore publS.eity than in hl,s entire 1:lfe pree*ing Jrure 13. ]t rmurded

hJ-n deepJy to appear to ttre caqral obsernrer &6 a &an ln the dock.

Thinking of all the many people donn ln the valley tfio had a.dnlred and

respected hj-n aner Lhe yeara, he felt hu:n:i1:latlon. Hhen it was al-l

over an<i hl,s reputatl,on forrlaaly reetoredn he fe]t lhe s&rlso It" r*ae

a rround that never heal"ed"

There rvea lrany too in hia new aib$tl,on, Whlls the

several faotlone Xn t'he li[.ll].er familry ffi&n€uvered f,or poeltlori that

stmrtrer, the court-appoint'ed receiver of the Miller truet beeame &l{&ra

thert he $eeded urgent$ soxoeone kpetent to run lu{ll.ler & Lu:c. He

turned to Jr. H,. OLseno

In a letter written 5.n $eptedeber Olsen nnade thLs corment

on hie biaa'rre eituationl rfllore I m. sn one lrsnd cherged 'r,rith con-

epi.rary tc cmnlt fraud agal,net the coiuparg * ard have to dofcnd nysclf



\
I

I

i

1

.66-

againet!t-andyetIsmrets.lnCIdby|hecsnee(xnpsnyintheasrrylng

outefxteeurrentoperat'long.thatlnitec].:floaRip}eylloo}cing

at, lt in a re€*istic way' I ara not too astounded af rhe turn of eventen

forx6rw!ro].e,[Iyearawlt,ht{&thasbeentheunroll'irryofonefarrtaattc

event' after anot'hetrn I st'art ae a cLer*t and wind 14) a's a trustee'

Itrs an historLcg'l novel * 'rlth t,he aeeent ofl nov€l'norl

It took Olsenre J'elryere &nottrler two nonthe to neEotiat'e

hxeed.tfrcgthegagewitht}teadc*rw}edgenentofal].partieatiat,

hetradr'CIp&:tlnt,heevenbeat,l.eeue.Hehadonlyonoblt,ofrrrrfl'nl.ehed

buelness in thLe d*preestng endt'o hio profeaslonal csr€sr - ts ret'rE

andgevora}}linkewithi{iller&I,rN.Thistsowasnoteasytodo.

Aethelega}ot,nrggJ.egref,fmorBconrp}.ex.S,tonemrxnentetglriteeil'eof

I.alryer*took'partlna**nglecurirog*h*arirrrg*Hi}.].er&I*rrc'ae

acorparalebeinglbecenefrozenlnlmobil.it"y.Drrrlngnuchof1955

ithjrdtr*oboardsof,direelorga.nd"t,rroPresld.ents,eachabletowto

t,hegt,hor'sagbs.Theonlyffibstent'tvepolnt,afagreenrenlbetween

the two rc&s t'klat' A' Ro Olsen *r{ruld ccnt'irme to d:irect dey*bo*day

operat,loneoft;hes}Bper{roHeaou].dhaveputo,rrhlehatandualkedout'

but thie nould have been a geoture r*rose coat *nuld bo ta$'led in siJc

flgureonHestoica].}yetayedon,waitlnguntiltheol?un&ioarcleered

erroug|rtoproduceanaut&orltytdthrdrcmhecou]dgett'}eihetenr*ssf

htsret,iremontandreirrntxrrstment,ofthelegalcost,cr*richtheungrourdod

acctrsellsn had brewlrt upan hi'm" 
i -r

'rre 
ph6,ee of the fmrSy stmggr* - v&to wouJ'd conLrol

MrLler {it lxx * finall'y aane t'o an €rd irr lspvemberl 1955' It was a

nego|iatedgett}€ser*brought,about,b;rpreeeurefrqrrfagl.lymgtbefc

unconrmltted tp oXther slde and ansJ.eus to end t'tre rreat:"ng lnierneclno
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strlfc" In the outconne there wa$ a Clear\rr.jfiner - George l{lckel, Jr. -

and an equt*.lly obvious loser * J. Leroy Niekel. 0eorge iind hls cousin,

Henry Bowlee, became co-equal- chief execuiives of t{il}er & l;lx"

ElanciJy self-centered, i-n the }{idcel traditionr thry ciragged out

negotl*itiens r*ith Olaen while urging hi-ul tCI stay on to aesist ther* i:t

mastering the ccnnplexities cf running the cunpanyn

The eo*calIed fanily settlement of I'lovember, 1955 carrled

a provlso (insistea upon b;r these determined that the estate asset's Rot

be squ*nciered) that Olsen nouJd rmaln ae Vice-Prerident ard Chair:ttran

of the Operati.ng Cannittee. In praciice his role conslsted of e:rylaining

to two lnerrperlenced young men, zuddenly witJ: large amounts of cryital

j;n their Braspr what was ,a,nd was not feaslble in the conplex !'espotl-

sibiltty ihey had srsswced. Hew i:r hls ?Ottr ye{*r O}sen found Lhe taek

not, north the effort. For the firet ti"me ln more than four deca'dee

he did not rlse to the $unufions sf ffi|ler ar Lux, lncorporatedo He

retired officially on June 3Q, 1956, rrAfter sorne months of not unpleesant

but neverthelese eornewhat diffLcul-t days urder tltc new ordcrrtr 0laen

mote ln his characteristic measured etylee ttl simply concluded that

I hsd done enough for t{ & L wit hout hevlng to unclertske the educatLon

sf sn entlrely new grouP.rl

oLeen agroed to raain ae mnsultarrrt to the conpe.ny at

fuIL ealery but had lt understood t&at he vpuld have no epeclflc dutles"

The entire sffLee force at the Russ &rlfdirlg headquartera, J.nclueiing the

n€lr exesutlves, bade hirn farswell at a lundreon at the Palace Hqtel"

He uae givan his cmpany Cadillae as a partlng gift"

on thts rael"ancholy hri unontenbious note the $toly of

OLsonre long involvenoent wlth tire instLtirtisn that Hery i{iller hdlt
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should have andsdo A bltter €pi16gue rffis.ined to be plaryed out.

Oleen retalned hl"s mnsultantlp posltXon rurtl} the

end of the year. &rt the bontt whlch had tied 01son too long to bhe

csapffny uas at la.st no longer thereo To llsten during hls periodlc

vlelts to the effk* to Slckel &nd BouLee teIL hJ-m their prcblma

became a tj.res6{Ee ehsre. ite dld not Gare srry m{rree Oli Janriary L, L957

0Lsen rienL lnta fu}l ratjranent, cslnforteb\r penstoned off"

'Ihe confllct eantinqed Xn the wulte, even thougtl the

leeue ef conincl of StlILer & Irx roae sett].sd" J. Ier"oy S{lckel - s&st outr

hunlliated and perhapt fearful^ of l*rat e ldt$esc-etand €filting rould

drag out of him - ohoL hinrself . tlndet"erredn RobXnson, Gmrgc Htckel-

and s)J.ies strsve on tc prov€ Lheir chargee ageinnt tteuchin ani lerry,

0leen was eaLled ae a rrltnceE. He spent lorg weeka ln la;te lg58 and

earl;r 1959 eearchlng his Brsrlory and his reerdg to propare hj*rself for

a factual. a.ceouni of eyente t"hl.rty yeer$ baek in history,

tiwrge I'liekelre laryere cer*e io 01cen" They asked hfun

to ehape key parLs of hl,s teetimeny to euppont the case agatnet lcroy

and llEuchln" Olsen eaid he rnul.d teotl{y to the f,acts as beat he could.

In February, L95? he speat eeveral dayo on the wttness st&rd !n a

San Fra.nciseo eouttroelno ftr baS.anoe his teetlnrorly waa of m value to

the eccuserst effcrrt ts prova frr.ud* He had no evXdene€ to danonstrate

nalfeas&nee, and he r+suld not lnvent any*

George Nickel, a *lan vLclotre ss well ae nrthl"ess, ry&a

urfi*tlling t<l let a ma,n proserve hi* inte6r{.ty at hie ery*n*e, A for,r detrrs

Later 3{XJLer d. Iitx infsrned S,. &. Olsrn thelt hle pensien had bean

t',emLnated. $o far as the ${rller helre $rers concernedr the nan who had
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BrGeerved thelr inhe:{.tance and made then al}llone'lres cou}d et'afve'

0lgendeelinedtocontesttheepltf,ulaet,.lle}Lved

on qu|etly and conforbably on his €ptn resourCce anot'her fift€€n yeatrs'

lle trayeJled a blt and took a gra.ndfatherly i'rrterest in his &ildren

ard thelr fa,nllles. srt he r.*as no longer capabLe of strong eomLtmant"

In tor:ns of rcill to aeconrplleh or eatisfectj.sn tc be sougNrtn hj.e 1:lfa

ha,d ended. H€ gpek€ rare\r of thoee l.aet years of hls profesoiorul

c{r,reer, yet he eould not hids frm hLs wlfe *rd farn{y thaf hs never

ceased to brood over that meJ-anchclg chs:in of eve1rteo He fourd' nothing

in the way of new l$tereefs and ectiYltles to fiIL the wid. lle couLd

paeo Lons n""""0;.::":"; 
h,u last neetlngs w*h hls youns€r bnorher,

Faiher Ed rsnarked to a nephewl *Teur ded ts grou"J.ng t'o be lihe hls

fattrer ln his ol.d a6c, Sad weuJd Just elt there and say not*rl,ngr ard

I would worder 1f he r.ras t&J-nklng of arryrthfugo'"rt

On April Ll*r 19?5 Arthur Rsynord Oleen, 88 Sreare old'

frail but stiu alert ef, nlnd ard on hls feet,, Lurned to hls wlfe and

eald, FI aru verT tired.'' He sat darrn j.rr e cha"ir, }ay back hts head

and diedn

*@O€-
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