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e N yeabs oy PIONTFRING IN CENTYRAL ORKGON

In Junae 1RQ5 my varents movad to Pentera‘ Oregon. ¥ae crogsed

the 014 Military pass. Our first stop after we arrived on the

Deschutes was at the Dillman place, sixteen miles south of Bend. Mr

™M 11man was bullding a bridge across the Deschutes river. Our men
foike helved work on the bridge. At that time 1t was the only bridge
across the Negchutes for miles around.

The Renefialq family ware cammed at the M1lman nlace when we

arrivad, thgy ™aTe Prom Pit rivar California which is8 in ths northern /

vart of the gtats, After wo stayed a few days at tha M1lman place '

gomeons told us about a vlace a man by the name of Burns had a home-
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steaded with a cabin and all fencad about fg;e or five miles south of
the M1lman vlace where we could hold our horses on the grass.,

On Sunday morning we pulled out for the Burng Place. The Bene-
fields took the one room cabin and we camped out. Times wers awfully
hard. "o conldn't get and work. Wa f4ghgqd every day and that was the
main thing we had to sat; bread ana figh, T Temombar ths Benefiald
children and I were hapypy, building play‘houses, fishing, Tambling

through the woods, getting together evenings and singing songs and

telling jokos. Soon 1t would be bedtime, we woulg g0 to be+ and soon
be agleev,
Yhen Fall came the Benaefields decided to go gomewhere else to winter

o thev moved out sast of Prinevi11e about seventeen miles on Ochoco
Cresv, T remaembar 80 well the morning thev left, Joserhine Benafield
was riding her vonv. T ot on behind her ang Tods a ways and when we
parted I couldn't keep the tears back. I folt 1t would be a long time

before I would 8ee her. I never did 88¢ her again. She was thirteen




and I wag nina,

Mad built g log cabin ahout hal* amile down the river from the
Rurng cabin, O0On Wovambar 17 T had me tenth Wirthdar, oyr naaregt
neighbor wag an el derlv man homaateading. WHig name wag Joe Yhitfield,

He was a retireq nglish sailor. He d ed on hig homestead as near as

I remember about the yearof 1904. He named our place "Seldom Seen".

It was off the roaqd and if anvone cams up the river in a boat they
would migg the vlacs unlegs thev knew Just where wo live~d. So vou
826 1t was a very avvroviate nzme. The snow got desp, Idon't think
w6 measured it but it wag nrobably thrae feet deep and we had some raeal
®01A waathar too. Tt wag a lone Tonasome winter. Wi1t herded sheep
that wintsr on the desert for George Aldridge for twenty-five dollars
a month, We didn't have any visitors but at least the winter dig
wear awav,

Tts now the evpring of 1896. Tag got a Job cutting rails down at
Big Msadows. School 18 going to start andg when we move I cam go to
80hool. "o moveq into George Aldridge's one room cabin (log) with g
firenlace. _Ve lived there abont three wacks and moved abont a half a

mile to tha Alax Tavis nlace, 1t wag 1 better cabin., I'm goo glad

achool will bs starting. Weh Had 1iveg here almost a vear and T Hadn't

had a chance to go to school. School finally started. Mrs. D. W.

Aldridge is the teacher, a five months term. The vupils were the
Vandeverts, Aldridges, ™M1lmang ang Nad West brought his girls out

from the valley and they went about two months or until the term closed
Mrs. Aldridge 1ived close by the school house; she served us s dinner

and treat=d us to candy the last day of school. T thought it wasg a

e

great Aav, Qoon aftsr schaol vas out, Yother was alling about a month
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and T had to bs the housckeeper at ten years eld. Our neighbors by
fhs name of Allen want to the valley for a 1ittle trip, they ask us

to tsks care of thelr cowa whilg thev we~s gona. T think the folks

8avad avarv 11tt1s gnack of cream thav conld and churned it. I had to
churn big churnings and work 1ike a slave. Mother never seemed to
realize when a child had done enough. I thought I was having a
pretty hard time.

- Pa worked for Alex Davis. They put up hay and Alex sold hay to
the Trisngle Co., = company that branded with a triangle. That winter
they hired Pa to feed the cattls. I think they paid him twelve dallers
a month which showa the dlfference in wages then and now. That was
the mindar of 1207,

On Wovember 11 I had my alaventh birthday on the Alex Navis placa.
Plenty of snow and cold weather by this time. The two Aldridge girls
came over that morning to skate on the big pond near our house, the
ice was plenty thick. It was ©5° below zeo at Thanksgiving.

At last the snow is gone and we ars going to stay here snother
sunmer. ¥e went out to Prineville to vigit Laura and Dave Able, when
we got to Prinevil]ewwe found the Crooked river bridge had been washed
out v high watar. Anvone wanting to cross could be boated across for
ten cents. After we ate out dinner Pa went to the river and wvas set
across and ¥e_walked out to Laura's , & distance of about five miles.
Dave brought Pa back snd Mother and I were boated across angd Dave met
us and we went out to the ranch. I found I had a little niece that I
d dn't know anything about. Born March 14, 1697, ¢She was six weeks
01d. Shows how fast news traveled at that time. The next day after
dinner Nave brought us back to Prinevklle. Laura is going home with us.

Dave snaid he was going to hered sheey this summer. Three weeks

later he auit *ig gheer hardine jor and was home with us.
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On July 7, 1897 Alex Tavis sent Pa to Fugene after a new mowing

machine and reke. Ma went with him to the valley to dry fruit.

Mrs. Aldridge was teaching another five months term of school, but
DE S

the folks aid't gend me. It worried me to think I had so much school-
ing which was 80 cloge I could ses the children rlaying at noon and

Tecess. Pg, Milt and Reub put up hay for Alex that summer. You may
wonder who 44 the cooking while Mother was gone to the valley.
T w177 571 vou. Toura and T cookad for the men.

The work was all done so Dave took his tesm and went to the
valley to by a wagon from Grandpa Rodgers. He rode one horse and
led the other with the Yarness on. He rode Fred and led Pete.

Time was flying. Pa rented the Farewell Bend rasnch . Ma and

Dave came back from the valley with a load of dried fruit and we

a2l]l moved to Rend., Tt was vratty lonesome asg there wags only one

other family and thev haAd threes bova. This familv was Mr. and Yrg.
"1Tiam “tasts. This wes the fall of 1807, |

At the Fagwell Bend ranch we kept travel. A horse in the barn
over nipht eating hay 2B¢, meals 25¢, bed 25¢, horse over night in
the pasture 104. A hoTrse in the barn 1 hour to eat hay 10¢. We aleo

kevt the stage. The stage started from Prineville Monday morning

o
arriving at Farewell Rend ranch at noon. A fresh team in the barn 2 ™

was taken out by Pa and hitched to the stage while the driver ate

hig Mvmér, Asg soon ag dinner wag over the Ariver was out and going
again, Going south thirty more miles to ths Tengra vlace, which had

a house on it paintsd white. It was the only painted house in that
whole country for miles around at the time we went out there. Since
Since then the town of Tavine hag been built a few miles south of the
Pengra vlace.

The stage drivers would exchange mail bags and make the return
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triv to Prinaviile on Tuesday. Tuesday forenoon he mould drive to

the Bend, eat hig dAnner and exchange teams then go én to Prineville.
And Priday and Saturday he took the same trip again,

Tad Wegt moved hig family to the Bend to send his girls to school.
I had fuwet hag my twelveth birthday. <chool started on or about the
middle of November. The school was taught by Migs Carrie Fee from
Portland., ohe taught three monthg o+ fall school, then we hag one
month of aubgerd vt on schoo? in Pehrnapy, Then thres monthg of srring
term, igg Peg ¥as a cranky 014 maiA but she could sdvance the puriig,
Schoo? closed May 27, 1898, There was Sure some happy kids went home
that ovening. We had been going to school 86ven monthg to g cranky

teacher ang e wWere glad to get rid of her,

Dad "est moved hig family back home whion was about 1%o mbtes
south of“éend. Therse was about two mors morths 0 schooland Mother
ask Tva Tegt to gtav wi+h us and finish the school go 4+ wouldn't be
80 lonegome for me to 80 1o 8chool with thrase boys. On May 28 rwvg
went home, 1t was lonesome for me then with Bva gone. I ddn't gee
many that I knew that summer. There was a drouth in California and g
lot of Peorle were getting out of Celifornia, Bome were going to
Washingyon, Idaho ang different Ylaces. One day some People wers
camped on the camp ground when ga man by the name of Fq Harris rode up

a2 horseback ang starteq talking to Pa. He saw the campers and ask Pa

It was o long lonesoms Summer I didn't gee anybody much that I

knew, Just strangers that I never 6Xpected to gee again but I @4

Tecognize gome the next gummer coming back. After the drouth they hag

8 800d crop angd a lot of them went back to Californig, They hadn't




6
found anything that looked as go0d as home.
"hen we 1ived on the M gemors vlace in the spring of 1898 T had
quite a long sick spsell and it was during my sickness that a man came

one morning quite early. Pa hag Just made the fires at five o'clock
and started to the barn to feed ths horses. When he looked up and saw
a man coming on horse back leading a pony with a vack., It M dn't take
Pa dong to d&iscover what was wrong with the man., He had & little too
much of Prinevilie's good whigkey. He said the vony wouldn't lead andg
kent ™17ing %nack. and he whin»ed her for 1t btnt ghe wouldn't lead any

'better. He ate breskfast with ng and stavsd the rest of the day. He
started at two o'clock from Prine¥ille that was the reason he was get-

ting across the desert so early in the morning, he had been out all night.
After breakfast he told Pa he was going to give him what was in the pack
and give the vonv to the 1ittle sick girl. He took the ponv out of the
barn and brought her up to ths houss and handed me the fope and told

me shs was mine. I was so over joyed I couldn't keep the tears back.

I had alwavs wanted o Yony and to think I had one siven to me when I

least expscted 1%. -

The next morning he left for Lakeview where he was}expecting to
get work. The morning he left we were looking over the things that were
in the pack and I vickeg up a nice 1little granite bicket with a 114 on
1t. I said this is mine to tske my lunch in when I go to school. He
wrote us a lett-r after he arrived at Lakoeview saying he had a job ang
was starting to work soon. T Temember he wrote in hig letter that he
hove? the 11ttle oir) wag wall and able to taks care of the pony. To
own a pony wasn't what I thought 1t would be like. Too many around

that liked to ride her, take her out and ride her hard all day; and sweat
to the tips of her ears. I dign't 1ike to see her rode any hardsr than
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I rods her which wasgn't very hard.

In the fall he came back and stayed all night. He was riding a
horse that was a good walker. He started at 6 o'clock s. m. sald he
moul? bs in Prinavilie w noon. "en he finighed hig breskfast he want-

ed to know what his b111 was Pa told him he dldn't owe him anvthing and
he said you peovle are not here for the good of your health and he threw

a silver dollar down on the table. He was ITish and I never did see an
Irighman but what was free hearted. His name was N. M. Grgy. ¥e never
saw him agein. T kept my vonvy five vears and she dled. I think she
was pretty well along in vears when I got her, While I kept her she
Taised a colt. T calleqd him Blue ™Mck. When hse was seven yvears old

he Med. Then T was ont of the Porse businesgs for good.

That game summer a sheep man gave us a little pun. We kept him a
while and got a chance to trade him for a grown dog, named Jack. Hg

was a smart dog and could do a lot of things. One was roll over for

somethipg to eat and 1f we would get to scuffing he would get between

us and bark. He thought we were fighting, We kept him several years

and vhen we went to Bend to gpend the winter he ana Ruebwere batching.
He 1oft and went dowm to Roguag » Mgtance of about twelve miles. They
gave him gwav. Wa got into a 0004 “oma, They took c00d care of him
and kept him until he &M ed.

Also the same summer g band of sheep came along going to the moun-
taing. They stayed all night at the Bend. A 1little lamb was born that
night. The herder gave the lamb to Pa. He said 1t was too little to
meke the trip to the mountains, I glept quite late and the first thing

I knew someons wag calling me to get np and feed the lamb. They said
I had a pet 1amb to ralise. T went out a many s night and shut her up

80 the coyoteg coulant+ 7at her. She gheared 8ixteen vounds of wool mosat
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8rery yvear, one vear fourteen pounds. I kept her sewen years and when
Wo were getting ready to move to the valley I g01d her to Les Caldwell
for %2.5n,

The winter of 1899 the school didn't amount to much. Mr. Staats
hired a man teacher by the name of Charley Lewis. He taught about two
months end Ault. T A n't go to school to him. Then they hiTed Migg
Fee to teach about 41 months. School started the first of March and
Cclosed July 14, 1899. Stiil living at the Bend Nov. 11. I'm in my teens
now, I'm 13 years old and feeling pretty big now.

Jan. 15, 1970 we began a three months term of school taught by

Miss Grace Stewart of Prineville. On May 3, 1900 we moved away from
the Parewelil Bend Ranch, ©Pg and Reub toolr homesteads on the Little

Negschuteg., wy ware out of Crook County then. we lived about two miles
- 0ver the Yinas in T12math fountv., T+ took us two davs to 0. We gtaved
al? night at Tandeverts anqg on Yav 4 we arriveq at our pleagant home.
I gdidn't think much of i¢, 71 thought 1t wag toa near the jumping-ofs-
Place. TLaura and Reub were already up thers. Pa movaqd them up about
three weekg bsfore. I forgot to tell you Laura left Dave on April 1,
1898 and brought home two girls, one three ang one a 1little over a year

01d. They g0t to be two sPoilt kids; they dant+ know what it wag to
mind,

The firgt winter we lived on the homestaad but after that we moved

to thae mgng to mintemr, e built g small shack 1in Bend. Sometimesg schoo]

would be going three monthg before wae would get moved angd we would aquit

and go home in the spring befors it was out, I had the blues about 1t

The lang Pa and Reub homesteadeqd was in the forest Tsgerve. We

moved there in hopes 1% would be thrown out for settlement., we lived
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every six months and stav a’1 night. “other and us children stayed on
the homestead and Pa worked out but was back every six months to stay a
fow davs. I was always glad to héve him home. It seemed like time went
better with him there. TIt's againagt the law now to settle on forest
Tegerve. I uge” to wish whan ws lived thare that ws would bhe ordsred out
of there and ws would have to move out. Neighbors wers awfully few and
far between. No school that ws could go te. O! Yes, they had school

fourtssn miles south of us. They would send word when school was going
to start, but it was most too far to go.

The winter of 1901 and 1902 11t, Laura, her girls and I spent the
the winter at the Rend., T.aura's oldest girl, Ora, was 0ld enough to go
to 8chool and we went to =chool that winter in the log schoo? house.
Tegsle Brown was the teachsr. wa Tivad in Jim Renham! s log cabin,

We moved back to the homestead in April. There was nothing to do
but just stay thers.

In the fall we moved to the Bend and built our shack. Our tsacher

that winter wag Ar'ie C. Hemvton. That was the winter of 1902 & 1903,

It vas Mr. Hampton's first school. He was a graduate of Wormal school
at Monmouth and he was 21 vears old.

Tn ths grring thars was an awful outbresk of smallpox. A young
man tw the name of Guy Rease M ed with smallvnox in our community, He
had been out to Shanike a ghort time before he took smallvox. His folks

never dld know where he was exposed. No one got smallpox amt the Bend.
There was quite a fow cases of smallpox in Prineville. Several died
and soms recovered. That wag the spring of 1903. The smallpox was
carried from Pennsylvania by two men traveling through the country,

¥e moved up to the homestead to try to get away>from the smallpox,

Then wa had 11vad on the Neschutes about a year) one of the M™M1lman

bors cams to our henge anA gal A Tohn Rrown wag aiok up In the mountainsa,

miarter Trish
He was a trapver. FHe wag ~miarter Franch, and ﬁalf Tegro. ™hen he want
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to tran ho 1ived mostlvy o» »r9ad and meat. ™ dn't have enough fruit

and vegetablas, 80 hs had the scurvy.

They ask for potatoes, but we were out and 1ived fifty miles from
Prinevills which was the neérest stors at that time. Mother gave him 3y -
soms onlons, soms canned tomatoss and a bottle of medecine called
August Flower, it was black and bitter as gall. I was glad to see the
014 M tter medecine go out of the house, He recovered and later came
to nur honge inmiiring for ;a3 Ta had nover met him $117 that day.

Wotger to1A4 Yim Pa wag out in +the fisldg vutting un har. He went out
ield
in the and asked if Mry Young was thera. Yes, there he was over there.

He went over and asked if he was Mr. Young, said his name was Brown.
I'"i the man you sent the vegetabl es and medecine to. It saved my 1ife
and I want to pay for them. Pa told him he didn't owe him any thing.

If 1t gaved hig 1ife that was enough. He looksd at Pa and smiled and
sald ¥r. Young youss a Nemocrat. I never did get a favor from a Rep~-
ublican. I ¥new as soon as I got those things. I said that man ig a
Nemocrat. Thig mas in the anring of 1204,

¥hile we were living on the Farewsll Bend Ranch, along about 18983

in the summer around July or August a sheep herder stopped at the Bend
and told Pa that Wigger Brown was sick up in the mountains that he was

& scouraged and had glven un to‘die, unless someons got him out of thers,
he would stay there and dle. Pa got Mr. Yc Gonagill to ¢o with him

and they hitched up the wagon sarly one morning and started after Nigger
Rromm, Taev went to =ithin agix milas of =her~ ha wag camved. That

wag tha and of the wagrn road. They strpmad and unhitchad the horses,
took the harnsss off and rode the horses the rest of the way. They R

found hls camp but he had no intentions of leaving there. He said he
couldn't stand the trip out of there. With a lot of coaxing Pa got
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him on a horss ang 1584 the horsa around a whils asnd at last they

startsd. Pa was in a hurry to 8ot started as they had a long wey to

g0. After thay had gone awavs Pa said, "Well how ars vou mav-ing 1¢?"

"Pretty good, Mr, Voung, hettsr than I evpactsd. " They arrived at the
Farewsl? Rond Ranch 2t Ausk, Thev had haen travaling from early morn-
Ing t111 dusk. T know 1t wag a long tirssoms day. Mother had suprer

rsady. Pa and Mr, McGonagill werse hungry but Nigger Brown ate very
little, He stayed at our house about thres weeks and galned evary

day. It wasn't long t111 he wasg out sp itting stovs wood. He wasn't
a person that wanted to get something off anyone else without paying
his way. He went to Prineville to live. I gusess he thought he had
batter star ont of the mountains.

The gpring of 1907 Pa went to Prinavillas for gupvnli eg and Wiggaer

Brown
Brown came home with him. Pa hauled his provisions and rode a pony

and led one. He camped in Rueb's cabin. Thers was no cook stove in
in the cabin so0 he had to build a campfire on the outside and cook on

1t. Ora and Florence 1liked to go to his camp and watth him cook but

they always stood back a good safe distance. They were Just a 1ittle
bit afraid. Ha would ask them to come closar to hig fire. He would
sav, "Ton't need to be afeared 0P ma., T won't hu't vou. T like 11ttle
girls." They thought it wag furnv to see his black hands with fisur

on them when he was making bread. We dldn't have a bridge across Little
Deschutes at that time. The water was high and he waited for the water
to 90 down. One day while he was camped at our house he took his gun
and went out hunting. He saw a mother bear and two 1ittle cuba. The
mother bear ran avay but the 11ttle cubs went up a tree. He shot one

of the cubs thinking 1ts cry would cause the mother to return. But she
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didn*t come back and he dldn't get any chance to ki1l her so he shot

the other 1ittle cub ard brought them to our houss. They were cute

little baars. ¥e zaid 1f ha could of captured the alive he probably

2onl 4 o0f gotten ten Ao7lars for tha Adovm at Prinevills at the saloon.

After camping two or three wesks at our vlace, he decided to go on

somemhere olse and in about two weeks he came back and stayed allnight

and got the rest of his provisions. He got so fgr awav from our house:
camping around he M dn'+t coms batk any more. I think he went back to
Prinsville in June. Pa would always ses him and talk to him when he
ment to Prinevilie aftsr sunnlies, He made hig livine by sawing wood
for naorle anA T gunrose Aoing other 11tt1e 044 10obs too, One time pa
came home from Prinsville and told mother ¥iggsr Rrown had the
oerysipelas and he belived those doctors were 7oing to let him dle. I
don't remember the Year he passed en but it was probably the year of
1302 or 1903.

He had been marriaed. He and hig wife separated. He told the boys
one day when he was working with them, "A good wife is nice to have

but T sure 1ived with & ——~ —_ _ _____ fop awhile", He had a son and

ﬂaughter. I Aon't know whare the hov wng, tut the girl stayed around
Prinevilie with M Pearant ones for a while. %hg got go she was vretty

hard o handle so theysent her to Portland to a @atholic school. She
came “ack to Prineville at the age of eighteen. She was s €atholic.
"hen they sent her to Portland she didn't want to go and 1t took three
men to put her on the stage. I think she was in the Gatholic schrol

about four years, She was near My age. I have forgotten if she wag a

little 0l1der or a l1ittla younger. Nigger Brown always sald he was going

to bring her to ses MS; but agemed 1ike {4 never turned out right so he

20Ul A, anvway T nevar 2ot to see her, T Alwave =ished T could ses her.

Her name wag Yo 11 a, Yigoer Brown hateq 1t because shg wag a Batholie,

e was brought up a Catholic, but 1t never aid etick with hinm.
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He uged to tell ug g 1little story a®out when he wags a child his
father wonl4 give him a miarter avar “mday morming and have him go

o™ to thas vriest and have hig sing nardonsed. Mne “undav morning as

he was going he saw some boys playing marbles on the sidswalk. He
bet them the quarter he had with him that he could beat them. He logt
and had to ghve them the quarter . He Hdn't go see the rriest then
because he had lost the quarter. In a few days the priest called on
Pl 3 parentsg ang wanted to know why John Arthur A Mm't come and have hisg
sins pardoned. wp sald, *Father T got stuck in g marble game and lost
the quarter". He 82id, "Ne—- hig 014 blark hide, if he Mdn't 1ay it
oM. Pt T A At Tpga any MOTS MONAY on a marbla gama",

"hen ¥iggaer Rrown trapred he built three cabing about five milesg
apart located in a triangle shaps. He woulgd stay all night at a cabin

whers he woulqd have bedding ang provisionsg and next morning he would
be up ang ready to start at daybreak. He would be out al1l day skinning

the animals, bating the trars, ang setting them. It woulg be dark when
he woulg get to the next cabin, We woulg stay all night ang be up early
and Joing the same thing ag the day befora.. After three nights he
™ould “e hact wharg he gtartad from and hg kéeﬂ that nn a1 winter,

He wonl an-+ 898 anvons or ges a NewsPaTer 211 wintaer, How would vou

like to be g trapper? Viggar Brown was a nice 014 man, very polite angd

Cclear, He gaid he ddan't come Clear in Brown'sg coat; he hung the
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T e e -,

A. M. Trake was the founder of Bend. The winter of 1900-01 he

built a bunkhouse and hired several men to work for him, 7Pa got a iob
working for him, They vicked np rocks, grubbed sagebrush and preparsd
to builAd a town. Mr, Praxe boarded his men and I think he vaved them
thirty dollars a month. Pa went sometime in the fall, I don't remember
Just 7hen, but I know hs was there Christmas. Mr: Drake had men work-
ing that had no home or no place to go, so after Chrigtmas he cut their
wages to twenty dollars a month end told them he woulgd pay more in the
8pring when the weathser got good. ~He thought it was a good way to taske
advantaga of hig men. Somae of them ault and soms sgtaved. The big snow
had come W thig tima, T dont't Temambar 1f Ta got a ride, or 1f he

walked, HYe wasg g good walker anAd $f he wantad to go anywhere and hadn't
any way to ride he would hike out afoot. Anyway he got as far as neigh-

Bor Bogus which was about twelve miles from home. There he was offered
a ride of gix miles by Mr, Bogue's brother-in-law. That would put him

on ths wagt side of the Tittle Neschutes and we 1ived on the east side.

The dayas wers short and they had a late dinnsr. Pa started right

aftar dinnar to come homs, a M etance of six miles. He wallowed through
the sno™ anA got hig matchag wat and conln't make a fire., Ha aweat
80 much his hair was wet and in the evening his hair began to freszs.

There wasn't any bridge across Little Deschutes at our place at that
time. However thers was a foot bridge, a pine tree that stood on the
bank of the river had been sawed down and fell across the river and

he crossed on that. The bridge had snow Piled up on 1t and he hag a
hard time gatting across. He ot across somehow and was then in a
1110~ watch, Ta dasm sno™ had flattaned tha "11lows and ~haen he ster-

Tad on them they woulAq breal through and hig foet would get down among




15

thie branches and get fast after struggling for cuite avhils ha cot out
and cams on to the houss., Our chicken houss there was closer to the
house than our chicken housge is hers. He storred and rested at the

chicken house and azain -efore he reached the house. Florance was

acting naughty so her mother put her outside at seven o'clock. She
¢ried and Pa heard her as he was just west of the house; so close to
home and yet so far away. Hs opensd the door and walked in and wers
we surprised to se= him. ™s nsesver dreamed anyone could get there
through such desp snow. ¥s had a big box heater and hs laid down on
the floor beside the stove, completely exhausted. I felt bad about

it and wished he had stayed at the Bend and worked for twenty dollars

a month and waited till after the snow wsnt off.

He nevar tackled such a trip again when the snow was dser. It
was a moonlight night and it was a good thing it was. Out there in
the black rine timber during the dark of the moon, you can't see your
hand before you. Yother said, ""hy in the world didn't you stay all

night and coms homs in the morning?" He sald, "Thay never asked me

to stay and if they don't ask you to stay you can't very well stav."
It being so thinly settlsd it was the custom of the country to ask
anyone that cams along about dinnertime to stay t111 after dinner and
if it was about night to stay all night. V¥eighbor Marfield lived on
the south and nelzhbor Mastsn on the north of us. 0One day »oth men
waTrs away from home the same day. Masten haproene< Yayfield happened
along by the Masten place about night and Mrs. "asten asked him to

stay all night as he was several miles from home. Next morning as
the men wers going home they met. Mr. Masten sald, "Good morning Mik-.

I stayed all night with your old woman last night." Mike said, By

G-- you haven't got a d--n bit the bast of me, I stayed all night
vith yours.

The summer of 1903 w8 rented our house at Pend to John Steldle
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for 32 a month and we moved back to the homestead to spend the summer,

In September Laura and her glrls, Reub, and I started to the
valloy for a viait. That wasn't what T wanted to do. I wantsd to go
to the Bsnd ang 80 to school. But I couldn't do that until after they
Cams back from ths vallay, so I thought I might as well go with tham
as stav homa, T4 crossed ovsr the filitary rass going and over thg
deKan=is pags coming home,

It rained harq on'us, sespecially on the summit of the nountain,
And to cap it all, Jjust as we waers Ariving off ths lava, clink went
something. Reub 1lrokag around and saw we had a broken wagon tire.
He said we woulg have to walk out of thers. He unhitched the horses
and left ths wagon. Thig happrened about four o'clock. ¥e started
walking and ths rain wag just rouring dowm. Every stitch we had on was
Tst. "3 walkaed about S3vVen or eight miles. Taura's girls rods cld Sam,
8 gentle 01d horss wse had had a long time.

¥s found a big tall fir that was a pretty good sheltsr and we
storrsd for the night. ™s built a fire. After the fire was burning gooq,
e took off our slnthes a piecs at a time ang wrung the watsr cut ang
dried than oy the fire. What a relisf it was to be dry again! I slept
Very little if any. Ora and Florance slept on the ground in front
of the firs most of the night,

a littls dray. I told Laura T belisved 1t was gotting morning. She

woks Rauh, He looked at hig watch and said it wag nearly four c'clock.

T3 Jumpeq Up angd vsrs soon on our way to Sigtersg, There wag no disheg

6 wagh ang ne b3ds to ro1] ur. The poor herses stooq tied up to g tre ¢
all night without g bite of hay .

728 shining nice and bright,
Raub wag a little ahead of Laurs and 1

and he storpsd at the first
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houss,” ¥hich was the hene of “fr. and 'Irs. John Tilt, and ordsred
brsakfast. “frs. "ilt soon had a good breakfasgt raeadr feor us; rlenty
of good hot biscuits that tasted mighty good.

Te put the horses in the barn to eat hay awhile and after break-
fast, Reub hitchsd our horges to Mr. Wilt's wagon and went back to our
wagon on the lava and unloaded it and came down to the fir tree and
s3tayed all night whers we had stayed the night before. NYext day he cam
on down to the Wilts where we were. Ws could camp out now, as we had
cur camp outfit and bedding. I don't remember so well about where we
slert but I think we slept in the barn. That cut down expenses quits
a oit. Reub stayed all night with us and went back the next morning to
get cur wagon. He cut a pole and put under the broksn down wheel and
dragged it down to Siste%s behind the Wilt wagon and took it to a
blacksmith that wslded the tire. He slept three nights at the fir tree

After our breakfast at the Wilts, Laura and her girls and I w=nt
up stairs and want to bsd at about nine o'clock. I slept sound all
day. Taura woke me at about four o'clock and told me I had slert long
snough. Aftsr I had some slesp I felt a lot bettsr.

The Wilts were nicse to s and I'11 never forget them as long as I
1ivs. Ths nsighbors would come by and see Mrs. Wilt outside, they
would hollow hello Aunt Becky. It seemad everyone around Sisters call-
ed her Aunt Backy. I remember she talked a lot and told jokes and made
ug fesl woelcomas at her houss.

The next morning after we got the tirs welded we pulled out for
Bend; where ws stayed that winter. Reub stayed over a day in Bend and
then went on up to the homestsad where Mother and Dad wers taking care
of the ranch.

The winter of 1903-04 was a quiet winter as far as work was con-

gerned. Not much doing. They danced the winter away.
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On Novembsar 12, 1903 I had my elzhteenth birthday. They cave a
dance to cslsbrats my birthday at Tow's Hall. Cake and coffas was
sarved at nidnizht and danding continusd avout an hour after suprar.
It a3 Wadnagday night and we had to got up and go to school the nsxt
morning. Oufr neighbor Charlie Brock, ask me how 0ld I was. I was
only too glad to tell him how old I was. He sald yes you ave glad to
tell now, but wilt until you are older and you will hesitate when any-
ons asks how old you are. I have thought of what he said a lot of time
since then. How true.

In the gpring “fother and I went back to the homestsad to spend the
summer. Laura and her girls stayed at the Bend and cooked for Milt
and Tad. ™Milt was working at carpsntar work and Nad was working on
ths road. |

Bend cslsbratsd the 4th of July that year. Reub and I went down
and celsbratsd., The next day after dlnner we started home. We took
Laura's girls homse with us., .We gstayed all nicht at the Cort Allen
ranch and got homs the next day. A long tiresome trip.

Milt, Dad and Laura kept house about a month after the 4th. Dad
came homs to halp Reub put up hay. They locked up the house at the
Rend. Milt boarded and worked at carpenter work. Laura went to the
Pilot Butte Inn and worked there until Fall.

In September we moved back to the Bend, except Mother. She came
later. Tvan then she came earlisr than usual as Reub was going to the
Willamette Valley to farm Mother's place and taking all the horses
and 1f she stayed longser she wouldn't have any transportation., It
was quiset at ths Bend that wintsr. However I do ramembsr having the
scarlat fever that winter and missing a masquerads dance which I
ragretted vary much.

¥s have now reached the winter of ¥904-05; our last winter in

Bend. Ora had a long hard sickness. Both the girls had the whooping
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cough. And Ora finally had an abcess of the lungs and was bedfast a
long tims but finally recovared. Te are all livine at ths Bend this
winter; which made the s=cond round at vhooring cough., I had it the
first time whan I was six years old. I felt like if we would leave
ths Bend maybs we could leave some of our sicknnss and troublses be-
hind. Ora was bsgining to feel pretty well now.

Rsub cams out from the vallsy and stayed a few waeks. Dick Van-
dsrvert has ask ms to work for them. I went as I wantad to make some
mongy of mv own and buy ms gome clothes. It was a hard place to work
they nearly worked me to death. The day befors I left I washed from
about £:30 a.m. and I was hanging out the clothes at &8 p.m. when they
were zating their supper. I was so tirad that night I could hardly
straighten out and 1lie down when I went to bad. Ehe’hext morning when
I left they ask me to promise I would coms back in the fall and work
for them. I didn't promise, I knew I never would. There Wers other
places lots bstter than Vandervasrts to work. Dick brought me to the
Band and I rods on the stags from there to Bogues and Laura's boy
friend was thers and he took me on homs a distance of about twelve
miles. I was glad to got home; had a lot of experisnce, learned how
crnary people can bs somstimes.

Reub went back to the vallsy. Pa, Laura and her girls went too.
Thay 1ift whils I was gone out to Vanderverts. I was on my fourth
week c¢f work when I quit and came homse. Yo one was there but Ma and
Milt

The summer soon passsd and we wers preparing to go to the
valley to 1livs. In a way I was glad and in a way I wasn't. Pa, Milt
and Rusb had faow head of cattls a pisce, in all there was forty-five
hesad. Thav got elsven dollars a head all around for them. Lee Cald-
well bought them. Pa and Reub sold their homesteads to a man by the

name of Strotts for $800 aplece; 1680 acres each. We started to the
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valley about ths last of Sertamber. We didn't have a very gooed trip
, 1t rained a lot on the mountains. ™ut ws finally arrived at eleven

o'clock 2t night.~ I was glad to get whare I could have a shelter over

ne.




