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Jenuery 4, 1849

¥iss Berrilla P, King éf Bethel, Indlann,
énd Thomas H, Demney of Condord Indiana, were
merried Thureda§ afternoon at the bride's hamae,
Rev, John B. New of North Vernon Christian
Church performed the ceremony, The wedding wes
witqessed by & large circle of frisnds and rel-
ati;ee and was followsd by a bounteous wedding
dinner, after which a social time and games were

played,
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COVERED WAGON NDAYS

Their friends eond relatives inquired as to where they intended
to hegin housekeep%ngﬂ

"In Oregon,® they snswered,

U0, ShaQ tyou dbn't meen that? Surely you can't go away out
the;e‘among the wild Indians,.®

Many jokés and fun were passed sround sbout tne trip to Qregon.

Tom said, "You wait until this Indians oold westher bresks end
a few nilce warm days coms end you will see us preparing for the trip..
Many of you will be wonting to go to Oregon.,a

s ,

*Berrills®, a friend said, "Let Tom go out there first amd locate,
When he is settled, you go there or let him return for you, ?

Berrilla replied, "Wo, wo will go together, ™

*why go mway out there when there 1is plenty of good lanl in
Indiana™, persisted the friend, -

"Yos", continued Berrilla, "I know there is, but T wont to see
a veal ﬂhomﬁtaw“ ovg coveved with sviow, a. big Tall P(ng Teee Rwd)
the Pacific Océan,® '

Felling to discourage her, the friend concluded, "I expect the
fndians will get you; better not go,®

During the summer of 1848, Berrilla was very busy drying peachesa,
apples snd corn, ghe did = great deai of weaving inr order to have
materinl enough to iast two ysars or unfil they could make new looms
in Oregon.'
| The winter of 1848 and 1849 was very cold in Indiena and spring
was late iIn coming, The last of Februasry brought a'thaw, followed.by

another hard freeze causing the roeds to be soft and almoet impassible,



The Denney'a had set the 10th of March to start and regsrdless of
bad weather, kept making préparations for the long trip,

By this tim@; Thomas' unmerried brother snd sister, RobertAand
Rebecca, decided they would sccompany them on their western Jjournsy.
Others in thelir im&é&i&te party were Thomas! cousine, Dr, John L.
Hicklin, James Hickliﬁ, their sister Flizabeth, more fimiliarly Mmown
as ”éeﬁsy“, agd tbair nephey Polix, They had fér soze time bemm walte |
ing fof a t;ain Qéat go they could join their sister ¥re, Hugh Gordon,

a who had ﬁeen writing flattering‘leétera of the Oregon climﬂﬁe and
country, Mre, Gordon had crossed tha‘plaina ia Y45,

Tho 9th of ¥arch arrived belmy end warm. The time wee near thet

¢
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the& had set to start, A°QOUple,of weeks before, their friends,héd
given thexx;_a ferewell, So to avoid encther heartfelt good-bye, with
baggage all packed, they started very serly, almost before'ﬁaylighﬁ,
Mﬁrch 10, but the word hed been passed eround and when they srrived

at %he‘place ﬁb take the train‘for Medison, their friends snd reletives
were alréady there to bid them anothar‘édieu. . ?hey refuséd to be
daunted and waved and ¢4lled "You will be taking the trailynext year,
or the next, for Oregon." This was their real home leaving,

. At Madlson, Iﬁdianag on the Ohio river, they took thg;ﬁtaamboat
"Spirit of 5t, Louis" for St. Louis, Missouri, In St. Louis they
purchased more aupplies thet they expected to l;ve on whilé,mgking

the trip, - When thay had purchased.what‘they‘felt they must have,

two weels had passed whén egain they shopped wp the Missouri river

to In&epandence, Misgouri, . They . enjoyed thelr stesmbont travel

&qry much, At Independence they would have to buy theirﬂ@cams, wagéns,

tents and all of the equipment for the long 2000 mile trip, .
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« - Independence, ¥issouri, had beon only a& bost landing on the west
eide of the Missowril river until it becsme the starting place of the
vast ixmigration to the “est and suddenly found it waw the out-post
for selling supplies {o the lwmmigrents,
A

It was a cold March evening vhen they left the bLoat, the rain
was pouring down, Thé town, what there was of it, was aluoat a mile
from the lending.

Darkies driving wegons drawn by oxen met the boat ot the landing.

Tﬁo wagons drowir by oxen hauled thelr bmggaga, with the women
of their party ;i@ting on top of the baggege in the rain, The mud
was knee desp Lo the ozmen, Two darkias‘walked and drovs,

Y . .

- Rebeccea seid, "If I thouget all of ths way.to Orogon would be
a8 bad as this I would go back home fromvh@ra." None of the dthers
gpoka,

Th@(darkées drove the wegons to o large open shed end unlonded

thelr baggege. Thomaes had sterted ns socon as the boat landed to

hunt for accommodations but there were so meny ahead of him he was

i ¥
elmoet in despair of finding a place when he met a youmg dsrkls thot

sald, %1 think my 'Moese will take you in, at least gilve you shelter
%or the night." The best his 'Wassa could do was to let thew have

én unfinished hall above him‘atore.i Thus they moved into the sheltor,
cold, wei‘andvhungry and preparéd what supper they could over an cpen
fire in the yerd, The next day they put uvp a buck stove they hed
bought ia Tt. Louis =nd cooked on it until they landed In Gregon,

‘Tha next day they started to buy thelr wagons, teams andz@ente, Cattle,
mules end horses had been brought to Independence to sell to the im; |

migrants,
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The wegons had to be prepered for the long trip., They wsere -
large and strong, The bodies of the wagons wore wide ond deep and
were bowed up alt esch end, ‘The botiom end sides were chinked tight
with tonrred r%pa sa =g not to leak when fording the deep streomms en-
countered on the lﬁng%jouraey accrossg the plaing,

Thay had met, since they had come 4o Independence, several
fapilies also preparing for the trip to Oregoé. They were from Ken-
tucky end Teanesses qnd Included the Glovers; Greves; Bruncks; end
the Talbots'} thé letter were from Pavrther aast, They became very
good friends end hoped they could travel nesr together on the olains,

Six veeks -had puesed sinca Berrilla and Thomas had left their
home in Inﬁiana.b

4t lest they wero all reedy; four yoke of oxen hitched +to the
heavy covered wagons, The covers of the wagons were hoavy canvas
draver over bowj end could Le closed both front and beck but were ge
quipped in the fort with a flap that could be turned back so the ones
riding in the wagon coplg g6 out, The Denneys' and Hicklins' had

; T3P

a part nership teant which wes treasted so as not to 1eak;’ the wagons
were Tixed tc sleep in,

There were four yoke of oxen hiteched “o the wagon,

At last with wééons 1qa&éd almost too twvevily, Berille and Ré;
becea were helped into the Denney's wagon, The Hicklins"were alLso
ready and with the drivers walking at the side of their tém@s, with
about éevqn_other femilles, they left Independence to join the cara-
vén which\héd camped oui o o8 small‘ﬁﬁfﬁam abéut twelvs miles frcm;n

Independence to Wﬁitvfor other wagons Lo come before they organized

:

and chose & lender for theilr train,
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) All that day and the next more wegone kept ceming in and jolin~
ing their trein, The third day<4hey were there Mr, Gibaon.wﬁs
chosen Captain, He weg from Fentucky and had hed sore pleinsmen
experience, !

The next worning they broke cempj Capt. Gibson riding horseback
in the lesad, All.thelwagons In their trein were drawn by oxan.‘ The
milk cows and looso stock were drove bank<of the wagons by msn on
saddle horses,  There were only. s few horses in the troin end they
ware used te ride,

The firét nizht, camp was rsde on s emall creek nomed Willow
Cragk and this wee their firat‘experienca in corraelling the stock,

To make a correl: the vagona were driven of! the tra&l, one behind
the other tc%form'a leop, The teams weré thon unhhifched and the ton-
gue of esch wagon reaﬁed o tho back of the one Juct in Pront of it,
Then some were placed so as Lo close the front end thus meking a cor-

- k3
rel of wagons large enocugh to hold their stock overnight, As soon
a8 the oxen were unycked men took then some distencc from the trall

: Lk .
where they could pneture and have water until dark, then brought
them bapek end put them in the corral of wegons,
- Two men took thelr turns at standing guerd, They always chénged
at midnight end pusrds thaet came‘on duty then were ou duty until the
oxen were token out to graze in the morning,

. Until then they Had not eny perticuler place in the train, Mr.
Glover spoke up and esid "I went to go Tirst ez we h2ve good teauws
end three wagons," Cept., Gibson said he wanted the best temma in
front eo if the slower ones had to have hglp they could go back end

not stop the whole train,



The Brunks', Glovers!, Nenneys', Hicklina!, YMeCluers™, Talbots!
and the later arrivals all kept their same places until they reasched
Et. tall,

The Glover femily had = darkie with them that had been thelr

¢ \ - '
slave when they left'home but of course he was as free a man when
they got out on the élaims a8 snyone,  His name was "Dunk", He
was kind snd occommodatimg and helped groatly around cawp vhere wood
and water had to be brought some times from qﬁite a distence, He
wee loved Ey tne 1ittle children rnd wos o Pavorite with all,

The wér@ spring was here pnd their wey was througt: beavtiful
rolling>prairjes with green graes aad beavtiful wild Plovers,

%

Thoy ol fouad that their loads were too heavy and had to lecve
somé of thelr things by tha‘ﬁaysidé;‘all their fur:itx&e ol two ch;irs.

Since they hal left “illow C(roek the way bo Califernia and the
way to Cregon ned followed the same trall, The news of the finding

. . Lo
cof gold inm @alifornia had reechad 1h§m; ~the newe was brought them
by a mule trein that had Cgugﬁt up oad passed them gdlng to Californda,
It crested 'srest Orcltemsnf in*their “trein, Some wantcd to switch
vié the Califcrnls routs, 7 key took a vote anl the majority of thelp
train wanted to keep on to )regon;

Trzins wrde wp wmostly of men dr ing mwules asnd horées peezed .
them, Then:one gzdat @ troin pessed that they 4id not éee,bit was
so dark., As they wezt by someone callea out, "To Cali?of@ia or hust,®
One train of < anly twelve wegons poased them; +they weare rostly men
end the wagon tﬁat was 1aet was dedven by a 1lttle Irishman. He hed
threa mules and aan ox harneseed up;  one of his mules had. been killéd
80 he bLiad bought en ox as he ecould not get nnother wule, His wifs

and four emsll children were along,

- -



The treil now forked the Janta Pe, heading sovthwost to Calif-
ornls, end the Urezon Trail northweat along Little Blue River, They
travelled on Little Rlue River several days until they struck the

Plai€ Valley.

They had been travelling for several daye in the Flatt Valley
when they say thelr first burs “alo herd, It woe gettlng late in the
efternoon end the long herd of buffalo were well across the treil
when they got neor thom so they 444 not have to gtop on the account
of the herd,

The T’ai} now lay aloig the Flatt River; they cruseed it mony
times, The Platt Hliver seewed to runialong on top of ths ground; it

S
wes wide and the banks low.

They hgd now discovered thet they still were loaded too heavily,
Tholr leader erid un secouat of‘their teams they must discard all of

mnt they c\u+u. o bags were nade snd provisions tskon fr m boxes
and Q‘Cdtﬂ v,zch were discarded, some flour snd becon also had to be

left on the troil,

“

Neer the forbs f’ the Flatﬁ a aocond trail led Lo (alifernis,
The Orsgon trail follomei the south fork for a dLuTt diztance then
thrned northwest end reached the north fork,

iere ﬁhsy encountered & very large herd of hudi Palo moving norta,
It was in £he moruiné and the herd wga 80 long that whlle the ceanter
of the herd was‘paséing they could not see the head of thé line or
the oﬁﬁa et the baek, It took two hours for the biffalos to pose,
It was feared the cattle would etampede so they corralié&_for that
day;'v .

The next day they came neer m Indien village, Lots of the In-

-




fo¥ilier then they had exp@bted end wien they reached the pine tree

v

disns ceme out to sea them anl brought buffalo hidea to trade and
would trade them for almost anything, Thomas traded a shilrt for oane
and Rebecee traded e plsce of calico for e robe, The Indians were

very frieadly oend scied os thouzh they wented to show off, The Chief-

“tainte dsughbter was riding a whilte pony with two bells on it, She
g iding poa]

was dressed in ¢ tenned elk skin ard looked very proud. When the
Ihdiana rode amounget the loose =stook the Cfaptaln told them to
"Clattava high'yeu, clatteva®; they rode awey,

The daye were now the Longest of the yeer wrking deylight last

t1i1)l I=zte in The evening, The little cerevan had wany plessing gathor-

¢

p)

73 the youngzer ones playing esemes, Hr, 0row
€ . ) . > OW

{
perd

-

ings,geignin; and talking
hed § violin which he playéd end the musle was enjoyed very wuch,
ihey had réated every Suadey, met together snd held réligious
serivees, Thoy ware how travelling toward #t, Larramie which was the
last post on the ecztern side of the “ockies, They-were travelling

now on the up-grade, ' .

Ons evening e srid, "Berrille, there is your tell pine

tree,"

hY@s, Beekey, I have élready aeen it snd af"ter supper woa't you
go with Thomes esnd me, I wont to te close to it end it ia not far
from the trail,®

Beckey sacid, "You end Tom go on, there will be lots pf pine treeas
to see befdro we o to'Oregan.“i

Whén they eborted the sun wéﬂ high but the distance was ﬁuch'

the sun . hed slready set., A beavtiful moon had risen and ss they walked

back Thumas wvoid, “lsn't that r glorious moon,
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Berrilla seid, "o most berubiful I have ever seen, I wonder
‘
il==%, then did not Pinish the HPAL@RCO. Troy weres wondering if the
loved ocnes in treir lenr Indiena home were Looking, ol the mexe wooun,
“hen they renched camp =11 was still, The camp had retired
the night, e
They were aeer Independence Roclk, That was the most famous and
notewarthy Feature on the treil and merked the holf-way as to miles,
Cne side of the roack wes almost covered with ﬂpneo. They had trisd
Lo reach theve by the 4th of July bub were a lew dnys lote, They
comped on Aweet Tater, four miles fro; Indepsendence Nock, The treill

now ley elong freen Niver towands whet wae called the South Pass in

the mountains, They had tome to snow anl had snow velling Pighte

roug was the Tsesc, In places only few
inches wider than the vagons; zowe pleces a rock well on one sids,
the river on i ie other, Then again, just a rocky backbone with a
canyon on sither side, |

Fr i nllr eve Ty Ene walkéd thet wes able, -A neasr tragedy
was averted on one ¢f the high nerrow pleces by the quick sction of
ene ol the Arivere, The driver woyithat the oxen were crowding each
other end woul% push themselvee off the narrow etrip of rosd., Yhen
ha‘say/that the team wes golng to fall, he pulled the linch pia and
let them go. Two yoke of oxen fell in the river but the wagon was
left sbterding in the rozd, 4. woman and  two emall chilirea wore
in the wng zon 3 the oxen were pullei out of the river and not hart,

oping down the west eide of the Rockiecs was much harder,

ft, Bridgeas waas the Pirst place they regted on the west nide



of the Rockles, “nmrong had to be repasired snl the oxen feet had
.
Lbecoma so worn end tneder they vad to bo shol; several days were
taken pn this uny,

The ~ey was now northwset towards Bear River end hers they hed

.

“trheir resl Indian Séﬁre; The Indione hed been seen skuliring around
’the nigat before emd in the mnorning Juet after they hed Suért@d, it
wag herdly good deylight, the Indiams came on thelr poniesz; war
paint and fecthers, The train stopped and corrzlled their stock,
The Ceptsin told soch men who bad 2 gun to tale his plece ot the end
of his wagong;nd for the woren 211 to gzet in the wogons and for esch
one to have hér beet weepon elrerdy in her hand and to be surs o us
it if needed apd to sit Low and neow scresm, Then the covers ware
tiod down ﬁight: ‘P@rrilla hed v long knofe, very hesvy with both

P

sides sharp, Hebecea had the little comp aze,

'Y

The Indizna cewe up with their podles on the run (epproximstely
100-05 them) éave n bleood-curdling whoop, circled wrouvad, The In-
diens seomed to think the train wms foo strong and slipped avay,
Evidently they had expebted to etampede the teams snd Lones zlock,
Then the train would be st their mercy, ‘hen they agsin opened the
wagon covers Follx Hicklin said, "Berrille, I'm fighty gled I'm not
en Indian, You end Reckey sure look dangereus, " Not a shot had been
Tired by the tenrion hzd teen so grest they 4id not move on till the
next day,

There were many thinge of interest ox the treil now if they hed
not been too weary to 1.0k at thcmror fael an intereat in‘wonders.
Chiwney Rock looked =5 though some glant bad made 1t theh ot diszusted

and left 1t, Steambost Spring, Jack-in-th-box ond Looking Gless Springs;

they were all wonderful bul the tired syes did not care wuch for wonders

- 18~
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but yenrs after seemed glaed they hind seen them,

ot
2]

o~

oF
ph
iy
fout}

WG WAL | tut, hed to be sought beck from the treil.
Thonwe Demey was a good whah, hed ¢ good gun and wre = suvecessful
hunter., The Captain would aften say, "Tbm, teake my horse and go out
and got us gema.. I'11 586 that someone does your zuard duty, The
train will neetb yow ot the ford or bend of the river," rs the cese
may be it was rars he did not bring beck veniscn or antilope snd the
fresh weal wos very much spprecisted,

Oncé wheg Th arae had atarted in the enrly alfterncon he had
trouble in figﬂing the amount of geme zo swem the river as ho felt
gure the trall bore off thet wey, He killed tw§ desr, vhen hoe was
ready to sltsrt to head off the trein he soon found theot the river
hed wode a bend énﬁ thot hh‘wou&d have to swim his horse back end he
was probebly a gool meny wiles from the trail e3 he hed gone in an
OpposLLo direction from whet they had when he cume to the river,
ﬁhat to do with the deer, He did not went to give them up so ho took
his larist end tied to~§@g deer snd let them drag through the water.
They scemed 8o web and hea?y‘he thought it best to drees them, Tt
took longer thaa he thought. Vhen he got in slght of ceap he say a
light; he bhoped no we was sick., Yhen he got close he could sse
Berrilla wes sitting up in the wegon holding s candle in case he miznt
miss the trail.‘fit was 3300 ia the morning,

Yhen they pad left the blp bead in Rear River they hesded directly
for . Hgll. On the Baat side of the Rockies the pgrass was green and

it hed rainediso as to keep 1t from getting very dusty, It hod been.

‘A cool summer ibut on the west side of the mountains the sun esened to

just fairly scorch them, It wue so dry end the dust was s0  full of
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Qay‘in the conyon they had to double up teoms, pull one wagon out
then go back ond get another, Trey wade three miles in onse day
but felt they Led glven el3 the strenglhd they had,

The trail wended'it way among hille, send end rock with, water
acarce and alkali giéntiful. Vany of the treln lost oxen from the
alkali, One night while in this reglon en ox came up to thaem on
fhe.outsiﬁe cfv&be corral, his helr was mestly gone, They decided
he Ead balonge! Lo a train ahemé of theirs and had alkali and been
- turned éut to die but hed got well,vhad seen their cellle and ceme
to them. Thay took him in end géve him his peesage the rest of the
WY |

Cholera had hit the %rein but the cases had been very light.

Dr, Hicklin hed been very succeseful tresting them snd not one were
fatai or even very serious uatll now. Robert Deaney was taken sick
in the night qnd by morning was almost unconsclous, Thomes Nenney
wené to the 1e;der, Mf. Clemmens4andbtold hlm that Robert was very
aick end wee not sble to be moved., ¥r, Clemmoné asked i¢ he wanted
to hold vp the whole {ngnv Thomas said it was:uP to the traln, but
gbeir wegons would etop untll he vas better,

Clemmone snid, "Iwould like to knew how other feel about stopping,?

Dr. Hicklin sald, "I count we had better go on;“. |

Thomas said, "Te train muet do as they think best but our wagons
will shay here uniil Bob iz better and Dr, Hicklin will stay, we
have pulled him out of too meny bed places since we laft Indiena,

I 'count he hed better pull Robert out,®

WMr, Glover @eard the!talk end he said, "We will not tura a wheei

until he is better.ﬁ 2o it was decided not teo go on thatWQay but

to meke up the time by travelling on sSunday,
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The nexy morning Hobert wes much better; it was Sunday., 48
they were gebtiing their team in place Betsy Hicklin said, "ire you
going to trail oo the Saﬁheﬁh?- Well I never have desecrated the
Sabbeth end I'11 not‘dé it Qow.“

Her brother Jumas&said,.“Well I Tcount it would bhe ¢ little
lonesome to gay here nlone,®

She tock ber place in the wagon, opened her Rible snd mead
ssveral chapters, <Come of the.driverm nearh her ond commancéd to
sing "How Firm A ?oundétion warints o of the Lord,® “hea they stop-
ped at noon Bé%ﬂy said, "You see the men felt abdut travelling on
the <aboath just‘as I did. & Thet night they cemped on s branch of
Powder River and walted until sbout 4:00 in the evening to start éo
érail and drove~ai1 that night and wvatil evening the neoxt day Qhen
they reached Novin rowder Rilver, The etoch hes hed nothdng to drink
in the 24 houré, The people had tn%en what wator tﬁey could heul
but they had such poor containere that thoy were out tefore they

1,

hiret. ‘ome of th

vae
®

reached the river eond suffered quite a lot from t
stock drank so much after belng so tired and warm thnt they dlﬂd
. The trail led through TPowder ¥Velley coming out ot Forth Powder,

through the Grand Ronde Velley and on over the Blue Mounteine, The

Blue Wountcins vcr@ all trat thﬂlr name indirnta* and seered s reliafd

A 2
I B

after tne iry n1<a11 part thJ had so recenﬁly 1ef* behihd,

Jome <f the wagona and th@ goldlers had left the traln to go
to Mt., Walla “alla. The reat came on towerd the Columbia, It was
geiting Iate September and there had been quite hard frosts but no,
bad weather at all, The teams had lmproved since they hed struck

the bunch gress, On the Umatille ond John Day Rivers ‘the treoin

- 14 -
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Toay S0Me mopg of theip

Wazong;

down the Oolumbim

Eome woylq £0 th the alles guq

4 2.,
| i rafig ernd barges. But ant, litele
tocmwa

i

vﬁﬂrty Wented
11 the Wey ir theip Yagons, gq the dozeq Wagong or g fow
Rore, vere he Jonp Nay River, they werg vory happy that‘
they g come so pop ?ud werg e joying ap fvening mueh ag they had
o the fipyt rart of 4he road, '8 they gat arovnd s apgly campfirg
Berri1) gaid, "pg TOu really thip). W8 can reweh the Yillamette Valley
by tﬁe middle op Octobepy

B

e i o s 4 ¥ 4
¥e, Clenmons andwereq, 80h, 798, the weather g 80 fine we gan

2ad econe out, gt Youmgs ang Foanbeprg 80aner than

13
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T, Zeptembay 2% Thomas' ang Berrilla's

25 Porn,  He wps newed for hie Arandfathsr Fielding John

juet one day,

mlky ae usval, wag up to make

The pext worniag st Doylight ™
- R4
the fires, Thomog wng already sitting by the fire, punk grabbed

v, -~ V. ) . “
his hend and esid, "Phomas s s0 glsd, "

A

Sy

‘ , 2 s ﬁ
s 7 3 thp ¥ ﬂt ig l‘b““"
"r, Glover stuck his kead out and eeid, "Tor wh |
J Yra ..
j i Loond anid, Fltla
sEwer, Lub Nr, Hicklin stepped out ond e > -
but Tom did not anzwer, but nr, Hickli op 4, "
- R
a boy, but a litile ornery oue,
] R is not so,
t Beckey heard him and came oud and .seid, ®That
v cckey hen ,
| 3 f®
irs ney grandchild,
ne end the first NDemney gre
; a Cine plucky one end :
it 43 & boy but a 1
. : rennt Lo o on Mr
| Lat on In-the dey when asked when thoy mennt o .
ater n-nne day !
. . E b
' Pe ilke she cnn stend it,
an ¥Yra, Nennsy feels like
‘ id, "Just when Mrs, D
Clemmons eaid, "Jus

3 oy
wy sald, 'GP
So that dry wem token up neming the baby, Beckey said,

e W
course he muet be a Filelding,

SR

S,
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. Dr, fiicklin wald, " "liere do I come S/ o
. ¢ R . . . £y
Berrilla seldd, "Je will cell hinm flelding John," -

(S I ERNPNEE 1 N e Y 14
w0 LA wRn morning wit

h oleldly

g John Seaney earried in his -
Aunt Beckey's arms 4he 1ittle train ezaln started on its lsct lap,
1 .
N A
The trip necroce Lhe Coscadesn was uneventiul but vory rough, They
reached Youngs' plrce carlier than they expected, ritor o shay of
two weoks at the Youngls the benneys! come down to illez,

Thea Gordnnw'nmﬂ ot the Hicklins and the Glevers andl the rest

o the train went {urt

-
oF
h
fe
-y

sroup the valley,

Penneyle steyel ob “illes a 1ittle over o yser, “hile they | CL

werg there o Yr, Teans crme to  seo ther snd said 4 good section of

. N . .
lanl adjsined him, wishel they would: come and see it, Thomas went ~ T

¥ oo 7

{ PR
A ' o 5
over el looked it over, trougnt it o pood riece of lend sgd with Ty E
' ' T PR
the heln of hic brother, Zobert and coueln, Jellx, wode o three voomad s
loz Lowse, 'r, "aap had viaited them sevoral bLimes witile they lived . L
e —— i “
N X v B :3) k]
ot “illes, Thomrs pnd Noburt worked in Willes mill and Rebeces tauzht "o
. . , : ) #
sciionl, Jusht bafore Thaakegiving in 18%0 they moved into their new "

\ B . s N .
log house on the secbidl’ donntion lond clain which wes their future

homa,

) A word shovt funt Seckey, Ur, Pamio weis a wilower, he hed eroased

the pleins in "6, iz wife had presed awsy leeviag him e swmall son,

¥ro Panno hod filed en ¢ sectlon end when e wid punt Reckey ware

married in the gpriang of '51, the half section becams hers,

2ix wore ¢hildren cows to Thowas onid Berrilla, =11 were bom

on the donation elaim end they always made that their home,

The Tnd SeLE




. Susen, the faithful rifle thet heoped to protect nnl feed them
vhile on the long trail to Oregon and also after they had settled
in Oregen, is » revered keepsake in winning the West, The rifle was
purehased from a ¥r, Melaughlin end named after his wife "Susen,®

.

The watch, ous 40 2 Pew in the Yain anl for seveyal years the

only tire keeper in the nowe, is stil) a loved keepseke,

Both Berrille ard Thamas hed lost their parente, Berilla's father
pasaed cwsy when she wus a young girl ani hér mother had folloved
him nine yerrs loteyp, Berrille and hor sister Almyre, and three
brothors, Benjamin, Feter snd Cephas had kept house and lived on the

%
ferm home that tuoip Patker hied entered from the Government in 1820,

Berrillas was born tiers pnd she =nd Thomas were married there,

Themas wan born in Seobt County Yentucky, but eare to Independ=
sneg with his psrente, whe- quite young snd setiled in Jemnings County,
- T
Indiana, FHis mother resed awey when Thoras wag Fe Thare were 8
children in hix ferily, Thomas wos the eldest son ond hed two older
g, ) .
sisters, Mary and Luey, vho were the hovsekeopors mad took core of

the younger chiliren, Rebeoca, FTlizabeth, Aaron and Robert who wee

the baby,

J

Beflure cowing -

Uregen, Thoras hsd o sew mill and gprist mill

£

on & smell creck nesr Concord, Ho hed run’'the saw nill for several
yeerz and had his howme et the mill, “then he propered to go to Oregon

he sold the grict mill to his brother«in~law, James “tou, snd rentsd

the saw mill to his brother, Asron and hie brotherwin-l&w,‘Jemas 3tou,

Thomas wanted to keep his saw mill rachinery so he could put a mill

up in Oregen, He later sent to Indians for the mach inery and had it




shipped around the Hord, He bullt o saw mill on Fanno Oreek; run by

——

——

woter power. It was an up and dom gsey and reguired n large head of
vater Lo run 1t, Veny of the aorly homss in “sshiagton County used

lumber from his will as well as the firet gchool house in Dist, No. 18
A

and the aAres Chepel ¥, ¥, Church, It wee the Pirst church build
west of Portland or edst of FPorest Grove or Hillshoro, Also the

Butte schonl house, now Tigard, was built from lumber mede in hie will,

Fhe




I N
Thomas preseds awey being 91 yeers, 7 montas cnd 17 days, Hed

2] T

‘he’ lived wtil Jenuary 4, 1909, h@hﬁﬂd Beérilla would have celebrated

their S0th wedding hnniversory,

Berrille passed gwn September 20, 1912 lacking two months of
P ] P 5 3 5

being 90,

- e R W e o

Tria i3 the story of their trip as necr as 1 can write it

down~- told 4o me by wy dear Pather and Mother,
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