The Life Ci Jchn Crow
wy lather, bave Crow, Was worging ior Dave Shirk at Home Creek when

ne wet and marriec martha alice Young. She was teaching the Forax Works schooi
at Field Station. Her hnome was in Cedarville, California. Pad and Mother
continued working for Shirss alter Rainkin was born and until I cawme along
July 27,190z in Cedarville, “zlifornia., Toney then uwde dur home in Cedarville
for about two yewrs., Dad worged in and arcund Cedurville during this time,

when I was nearly two years old my wother passed away and Lud had
dave help with us <ids, He boarded us with krs. rerry in Cedarville.She was
a wonaeriul person wnd xept us during tuoe scnool months. Dad took a job with
the 71.vutiit as bBuckeroc wsoss. the TI was at Flush,Cregon. When school was
out, bad camne and josk us with himgfor tue suummer, For about five more years
wrs. Yerry kept us. Then Dad got a place ia Clover Swale,a part oi Catlow
Valley,and we were able to be iogetner most of the time,

by the time Dad had tie Clover Swale homestead we were = bit older and
somwe uelp in the suuwuers.iwe gatncrea together @ small band od sheep by
plceking yp strays left by the big bands then being herded on the open range.
Inere were cattle and horses to be looked after too., Besides our own, Dad
had tre Dunn ramily horses leused on shares. He got half tie colts for pasture.
Rengin and I had the job of herding taese mares with stallioms for about
six weexs in the Spring. Tnere were no fences on the range so we hurdea during
breeuing seuson. sl nignt we corraled them, Later in the summer they roamed
until gathering tiwe in the Spring.

Winters it was back to schocl in a number oi places in Clover Swale and
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Catlow Velley. Our first scunool wus at the Cmwllie Ho.estead in Clover Swale,
lkiss Gussie Nelson was the tewucher, She later vecame the wife of Jess Bradeen
and the mpther of £ill Bradeen,lhere werc eight children in this school.
Rensin and I went 1o school with a horse anc Dupeye.this year,

The next year allie Hurlburt was the teaciner at the lsce Flace. Toward

spring Oé this year school was moved to a tent halfway between the Nace Flace
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and the lucky Homestead. We went norseback until the school was moved to the
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tent. Then we were close €nouagh that we wulked. Rancin finished this year.
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The tnird yewr in Clover Swale w new school was built where we had used
the teny the year belore. Mrs, Smith from Sugeview was teacher. Sheand her
nusband %%ﬁ Eh% store and post ofiice there. For & short time krs. Smith
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and Ione Tuc&e; batcheu at the school. It was very lonesome for them and

because Ione and I were tie only stuuents,lirs,Smith got permission to wmove us
10 her nowe 1a Sugeview., e boardeda with the Smitns. after school hours I
nelped in the store., I kept « norse in a field close by and on Friday alter-
noons toox the mail to the setilers in Clover Swale. On Monday mornings I
would gallop the eighteen miles back to Sageview. Still luter tnis year the
Ragtown teacher becawe ill and Mrs. Smith moved us to Ragtown. Here I boarded
with hr. acd Nrs., Byram. This was & larger school with Mrs. Smith teaching
grades one through five aand Bill ngton grades six through eight. I now had
bill Newton ag wy teacher. at the end of the week we returned to Sageview

and I returned to the oSwale.

I finished my schnooling at the harrows. This move was because we had 1o
vuy nay for the cattle.at this time we did not haul hay to cattle, we moved
theiw to thhe hay. I went to school one full year to Bill Newton who had taken
a job at Nurrows. Tuls was wy eignth year and I should have craduatec but for
one reason or wnother County tests were not given. With the promise of tests
al Christuas ol the next year I aguin went tp Bill Newton. Christmas came and
still no tests, so I just quit school,

I was now sixteen anu had a wodel T rord. I loaded my bed,some clothes
and uy saudle «nd toox ofi for Cedurville, Herd I took a job with the Double
H Outiit. Smoxsie lic Cane was boss. We had cattle to look after at Lake City,ama
ragleville..We stableu our horses in Cedurville and boarded a«t the Golden Hotel,

after four or so monppf %7went home. I left the Ford with Dad and took my
aorse to the 7T ovemkﬁg;f% Mountain wt Plush. I rode for Chico wio was 7T
CuW Loss. when wister cuuwe I went nome and lived with Ded. During the winter
1 had a tiep line catcinibg vou cats and coyptes.,

arouna July I1,I919 Dad and I gafhered the work horses and went to
adel to worxk in huying for Lelend Crump. He had a haying contruct with the

t C Ranch. after haying Dad drove our horses home and I stayed and worked



‘3 In thne Spring 1 cauwe buck to Catlow Vealley where I visited with Hankin
and his wise Gledys.lhey weie worxking on rock Creek kancihh for the iG. It
was soon naying time agelin wnd I stayed and worked on thne FG ha ying crew run

0y Hensk Usbarn.ie hayed nhockCreek znG Roaring Springs ranchesg.
Rewembering back &4 bit I went to work in the full of 192z at the FLRanch,

sugustine Gllbert was biackeroo boss at the time.The buckeroos had the job

of gatinering hogs out oi the swamp. We got lots oi roping practice before

we got through. We caught z000 head . Judd Wise and two men followed us with

& fomr horse team and high siceboarded wagon to hsul them in to the head-
quarters. Tnere they were penned until Charlie Becxley and nis Model T truck
gave them o ride to the railroad in Crane. Ralph Mulkey wlso hauled with an
eight horse team and two big freight wagons. Crune was the end oi the rail road
tuen,

Lver since I can remember I have worked on ranches, cattle drives and
norse drives. Guess I1'd betier tell of one or two.One of the farst cowdrives
I recall was during @ Christumus Vacation from Narrows School., Jack Debouy
bought stecsis around bBurns. He had Bill Harris «nd me gather them together
and teke them to the Narrow%iaﬁgﬁwere going to the Debouy ranch at Lakeview
by way oi Catlow Vulle%}igg;giaf% hountain. There were too meny steers for
two riders so bBill gotl Lestle Cawlfield to go with us. Lestle wes a good
pal of mine irom way buck. For a couple of kids nine days on & snowy trail
£01 ruther boring. e 1ound &« five gallon cowl o0il can beside the rowd.on the
last day. The steers were getting sore icoied and slow.ide decided to speed
things up e bit, I took my uwacukte and tied it to the bail of the cun, made
wo half uitches in the other end and carefull y slipped it on the tuil ol
an unwarey steer. when the rope came tight tue steer took bff turough the
bunch end we had plenty to do for & timwe. We hed to rope the steer and ditch
ithe can.and get things settled down & bit. That evening Bill wanted to know
what in hecx we did back there, He always took the lead so couldn't see what
went cn but could tell by the results that we were busy. He was @ iine fellow
and never szld very umuch,

Later cn Rankin, Chester Baxer,klumer Baker and I took cattile to Colc
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Spritgs for Seth Dixon, #we made two trips to Cold Springs with cattle he
bought in tuls area..t Cold Springs we worked out a thousand steers amd
drove to the rail road at Bend. There we shipped by rail to Fort Klameth.
rlmer and 1 drove the horses home to Burns. Seth and Chester brought the beds.

Now I'1l tell @oout @ long distence horse drive, A kr. Dodge came into
Haerney County from Requa,Californie.to buy horses., He bought horses from
the Ridale brothers on Steens hountain and from Tom Bailey. He also bought
from meny others in the area., hr, Dodge,a fellow we called "Dad" and myself
tock the horses. We were o« month on the roza. a3l zlong the way Dodge traded
norses where we stopped.after all this distance and time Dodge hadn't paid
me all my wages. Wonen I asked for my last $50 he hedged and said "I'll meet

.

you in CUrescent City at the livery stuble tomorrow!! Crescent City is abdut
twenty miles North of Regua.Dodge had a pair of white wooly chaps thatvwere
«orth the priwe and then some. I put them on and took off ior Crescent City
grnowing full well that my wages were secure. He did meet me and peid ofi. He
even got we & job on a dairy farm at smith River. Here I broke work horses
until 1 finished the Spring farwing,sold my horse, bought a cer end returned
tce Haipmey Ccunily.

snother norse drive was Irom the Islend Ranch to Winnemucca, Neveda.
norses., Sowe were meres with little colts too suell to travel so far. Grover
Jamison the ranch boss gave the colts away. The 0ld mares sure hated to leave
howe aud colts so we wese « busy bunch for a day or two. We were twelve
Guys on this trip. We leid over &t white Horse Hanch to shoe saddle horses.
anotner time we lwid over to shoe some unbroke horses. This was &t the arch
hyers nauch neer wcberuitt. These horses gpt too tender footed to travel,
e Cwwe into winnemucca on July 4tu. after the celebration I went back 1o
the myers hanci where I woerked thut haying sewson,after haying I came home
and worked wround here ior several yeors.

sbout now I decided I needed a place ofcuy own to hang my hat.It

was Depteuber 6,195 when 1 filed for & nomestexd in the meazdows close to
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buena Viste., During tie years of residency I built & cabim and fenced the land.
Then I workea near tne homestead so I could umeintain residency andé still
ekKe w living. Springtimes were spent riding at F-Ranci, Roaring Spiings
and Three ile,

another tiwme I had « post comtruct with the government when the Refuge
was first being fenced. Lan tetheriord and LynniKnute cut posts. lrs. Retherfpvd
cooked for wll and 1 hauled the posts with a truck.The posts were Juniper
cut on Jack mountein., Two thousand posts were cut.lI050 were hauled to Sod
douse ana the same nunber 1o buene Vista.Part or the winters I fed cattle
fcr renchers who uad hay and pasture close 1o ihe homestead.so that I could
stey ol nome, Sometlimes I trapped.,

wnen the Clvilien Conservetion Corp. came into being I hired out as
a carpenters helper at Buana Vista., That job finished and the homestead
legully mine, I went to work at xefuge Heudquausters ricing fence and counting
cattle as they were turned into Governmeat rasture,

It was «t this time that I met the Voltuge School teacher, Georgia
Creswell. She wes boerding with the Culver Marshalls who lived just over the
fence from my batch caup at the George Benson Cabin on Malheur Leke. We were
married werci 00,1937 in Burns. Georgia finished the scnocol term and then
we sterted working towerd wy ureaw ol a ranch of my own,

soon after our werriage we took the Crune to blitzen Stugeline. It wes
« steady job. One night in Crune and the next in Blitzen. Veek ends were in
plitzen ana every now end then I had & chance to help with = branding or
sowe other rancu cuore 1or o chunge of puce.The stuge line contract closed
outl July 1irst and I had a job all lined up with the Squaw Butte Experiment

Stetion,
e lived at Squaw Butite during the sumumer. In the Full we drove the

cettle to Buenea Viste i1or the Winter. Vern EBoszuot and I drove the cattle.
Georgia toox the camp and fed us aleng the way., winter was spent =zt the

nomestead cabln, Llmer ash was my helper witn the feeding and experiments

during tne winter. Spring cawe and we drove the cattle back to Squew butte,

Tnis trip took &« litile longer wnd more help becwuse of the culves., John
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buugh nuulec beds @ud «id the cooking, Verne Bossuot and John Kirk helped
ue with the cattile., We turned in our resignation from this job to be efiective
July first,

Now niy renching dreww was beginning! We leased the Ted Dunn ranch on
kalbheur Lukein the Sod nouse arew. The leuse was for three years with cattle
includea on sheres. 10 make ends meet we took ig cattle and norses for pasturd,
nost of the catile were ircuw local runcnes but at one time we had some
brehems bulls:and horses from Don killets and Roland Hide's rodeo stock.

L also went bacx to wy old jou of cousting stock lor the seiuge. after the
three years we were «ble to buy the ranch.at this time the homestesad was
sure worth « lot to us. I sold it to George Hamilton for enough cows to give
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us & stert. ror years we coutinued to rent pasture if we had any extra. also
we bought little bunches of cattle frow some off our neighbors., Buyers didn't
like to bother with = dowen or so. This woy we repy the best cnd scold encugh
10 uede rwincalng worth wuile.
bue to a back injury I found I must retire. 4t first we tricd leusing
vut thet wasn't successiul, we then put the ranch up for sale. iy Uncle LEill
Crow wuo lived dm Fort bidwell, Culifornia, passed awey ot tnis time. as I
liwde trips torough Lakeview to Bidwell settling the estete I hed the good
fortune of weeting lred briggs.a Lakeview logeger looking for a cattle rznch,
a8 11 turned out curs was just what he wunted. we traded. For many ol the
years rred was puying ilor the ranch we locked witer it snd the cotile ior hime
He gotl 1t pedd out a nuuber of yeurs before the present high water,

L'o new,l cuess, itully retired.I live in surns .no for o nobiy to
Fess tne tiawe I lixe clewning up cld saddles and making slight repeirs. I also
lise to fish « littile and zo back to the desert to rrowl end remember old

tines,



