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And so they were
married, At 12 Noon,
June 29th, 19216 at
Our Saviour's Luther-
an Church, Valley
City, N.D. The recep=
‘tion at the home of
brother Andrew, who
also gave the bride
caway, Art was best
-men while Al had the
~honor of being the
Cdriver of tue wedding
Ytaxiy ‘

’ At 7330 P.M. amid

. e s 8Showers of rice and
well wished of friends andg relatives, they were off on the Soo

iLine for Canada and Oregon with a brief visit at Carpio, ND with
relatives, ' On July 4th, we arrived at Vale, Oregon
zoing on to Riverside that afternoon where a friend and his
sturdy farm wagon and two spans of mules met the newly-weds,
July Sth at 5 AM, we started out from Riverside. All day
ilong we jogged along the hot dusty and deeply rutted road, I
sat between the two gentlemen--one minute sleeping on one shoul~
der and ere long on the other fellows. At 7P.M. the homestead
came to view---my new “Home Sweet Home'. We found supper ready
preparsc by Joe--the man and maid of all work while Norm was
getting married, It consisted of hot sour-dough brezd and brown
besns well flavored o :
with red pepper. I can
Ltaste them yet--they
left a hot trail all )
the way down. Those
beans more then any-
thing else, made me
realize that now the
honeymoon was over and
the desert had me cor-
nered. XNorm was very
good~~he stuck pretty
close to the house un-
til I got my bearings,
Housekeeping here was’
entirely different from ot i ke
what I had been used to. That first summer was spent in house-
hold duties, including the care of the chickens and the milking
of cows. I papered our little home and hung up curteing---it was
really cute, '
Norm was. busy heading grain for the neighbors and much of
the time was away from home nights also, He gave me a lovely
pearl handled pistol to keep under my pillow, in case I had use
for firearms! I never had occasion to try it out, o
My worst pest that summer was the milk cows. In Oregon,
the calves share the milk with the milk®ELhalf and half. The calf




hTméog:faf?wfﬁf§hfirst gets his half,
~ then comes the milker's
turn. Somelimes both
nilk at the same time
fand it is quite a race
‘as to which one gets
thru first. Cows stay
in the corral at night
vhike calves browse
outside and in the day
time it is visa versa
and cows stray where
~ever fancy tekes them;
My Firstridein Ea.Orenan =9l - perhaps miles away.
Well trained cows should come home to their offspring at dusk,
Every night I would scan the horizon in every direction for & =
sign of the strays. Along about midnight, they would announce
their coming~--it was z regular bedlam, with calves and cows
bawling. In sheer desperation, I would get up and milk in order
to have pesace, ‘

I think, poesibly, tine scariest time I had thet first
summer,was the day half a dozen of the neighbors came to visit—
coming at 10:30AM anc staying all day---men women and children.
They no doubt planned it so to see if T wes equal to the occasion
Thenks to & fine garden, a big home-cured ham &nd by sacrificing
my one jar of strawberry jam, that Mother hac sent along in my
trunk from home~-and using it as flavoring for a tapioca pudding
we had a "swell feed", so they daid. Which remincsmme--Norm had €
on hand at that time 10# each of tapioca and sago which lasted
me for 15 years. S S . ,

Having filed e Ao W Flaneh
on & homestead the « |
spring before, come ! |
sept. we moved onto it
endé lived in a tent ~
while we built a little
home there. It wes
built from native rock
quarried right on our
own land. The house had
three rooms with plenty
of windows. Neighbors
called it the "Glass
House", By Thanksgiving §
the house was finished - - , o RO
end once more I got busy papering, varnishing, meking curtaing
ete. It wes this fall also that Norm brot me Snowballes little
white Indisn pony. He paid $12.50 for him. T had tried to ride
one of Norm's saddle horses before this but they were so tall,T
was scared to death. I soon learned to ride Snowbsll---he could

rurunikikentheiwdnd which I thoroly enjoyed sfter I once had cour—
&ge to try it. The neighbors used to tell Jow they watched the
fence posts when I first started to ride to see If T wes actually
moving, Come C hristmas, we trimmed a Juniper tree and asked




- Hekse on my Aomectead buPneighborsifor

" Christmas dinner. We

- had nice dishes and

- silver that had been
Ziven us as wedding
‘presents and I set &

- nice table. But our
neighbors felt that I
was trying to pul on

- "log" and laughed at
me for it--I never
tried thet agadn.

In Feb. Norm

. brot me two orphan

. dambs tiet I raised

e L on the bottle. Because

other big, I nemed them Mutt and Jeff.They
furnished us with no end of amusement and as it happened Jeff was
the start of our flock of sheep and lived io & ripe old age.

In March, the time was up on the homestead and we moved
back to Norm's place. The summer passed very much &as the year
before--FNorm working awsy from home and T sleeping with a gun
under my pillow. Norm's father came to see us in August--he did
not think much of our location for a home but he did enjoy hunt~
ing our jackrabbits with which the country was over-run, When he
left I went with him as far as Ontario, where I stayed for & mottth
during which time & big event in our lives took place, Kenneth
was born on Sept. 6th. I remember how Norm sold his favorite
saddle horse to the U.S.Cavalry to pay Dr and hospital bills.

The only three babies born in our valley that year,came during
the week of Sept.5 tol2th.--two boys and = eirl, S

Rack to the homestead for the winter. Ve raised s bumper
crop of potatoes that fzll and what we did not sell, went into a
pit. Towards spring Norm had a bad attack of "flu®., Now Snow-
ball end I did Your stuff®. As soon &s Ken was put to sleep in the
morning,T'd jump on the pony,gallop the mile across to N's ranch,
to feed the stock. The leubs were a year old now and they gallops«
ed slong with us--so tired sometimes that their tongues hung out.
Wouldn't that have been & movic g e i N
for you? We made the trip twice =
& day for a week and kuckily I

“kept well. -

' Yhen spring came we
found the potatoes had rotted
80 were thrown oute.

And back to Norm's ranch
again. Now however I had Ken
who was a lot of company.
Nerm scted as deputy assessor
this spring and was gone from
home & long time. Got a wagon
for Kem so he was safe while
chores were cared for. One
evening during this time I o




+ must meke a trip to the P.Cy As soon as Ken hac gone 1o sleep

I tied him to the bed so if he awoke before T got back, he would

not fall out of bed., ‘

sSomething funny had teken place on my homestead during the

summer vhile we were zone, When We opened the door to the house in
the fall, the awfullest oder met us. We had ¢uite a hunt before we
found the cause.--Way over in & corner out of sight, we found all
the rotten potatoes we had thrown out the spring before--there
were several pails. Some pack rat hac been very industriocus curing
our absence. Too, we found the overshoes full of dried prunes and
beans that had been left behing,

Wer was on in earnest and men of Norm's age were being
drafted. He had received hig call for sometime in November asnd we
were planning what Ken and I were to do during his absence. Norm
leased his range cattle--35 head~--to & man on the Owyliee River [lor
a periond of three vears.  Then shortly before he was to leave, we
? learned that the
- Armistice had been
- signed, We were
ofcourse delighted
about this--~but’
what should he do n
now! He was Rike
a "fish out of water
without his cattle.
30 the following
spring he negotiated
with Mr Hsrral to
get his cattle back
and mede & purchese
' ‘ L of his ranch.--This

Wen Wlawa ——  flapr G Tegd . ...'Spring he was depuly
gss8ass8or once more, Then élong in May,we loaded the ferm wegon
with our belengings, ¢rossed Juniper Mountsins over soime awful
roads and literslly catapulted onto the Owyhee River over a steep
grede, Our hired men welcomed us with the fact that the house
was "alive with bedbugs!, We gat up our tents where we lived sll
summer vhile house was fumigated again and again until by fall
it was fit to move into.

' Once more I got busy with paint brush etc, The house was
very dark and dingy so the rock valls were kalsomined white and
the woodwork also white, Now, it was more inviting. :

For three years I had been dreadfully homesick so in
Nov. Norm took ug to the railroad and we made & trip back to
Minnesota and North Dekota to see my folks. Kenneth was now two
Jears old but had not offered to S8y a word. However a&s soon &8
he had other children to play with, he talked plenty, We stay-
ed until spring when we went back to Oregon and we were both glad
to get back. While we were gone, Norm had cleared ground and set
out a nice orchard, We found there was a lot of work connected
with irrigetion but it dig raise crops.

In the meantime Mutt hec been killed by a bobeat but
Jeff came with us to the river.

And here we are right at 1920. And it was s memorable




year for two reasons.
IV was the yesar we
got #20.00 for our
‘heay. Things looked
rosy--things do when
there is cash in your
Jeens! This was also
the year I taught
school at $125.00 per
-month-bLiggest pay .
.check I ever received.
It mesnt a new floor
and a screened porch
on the old house,
e Five miles morning
; pplies!®q and night for Snowball
I ' ‘ - and I--leaving before
daylight and coming home at dusk during the short winter Geys.e
We also bullt the new water wheel this year and Ken was on the
Job with daddy every day., V
From this time on until 1924,life was one round of irpi-
gating,haying and riding for cattle. Twicw & year Norm made a -
trip to the reilroad for supplies--it took a whole week., The pace
a8 too much for Norm snd his heslth Dbroke, T had reised a few
"bum" lambs every spring bo by now had a flock of 57 head.. W
decided to mzive up ranching. Norm was not able to do the work
and by the time we hired a man and paid our interest, we had
nothing to show for our work, In the meaniime we o d sold our
cattle.-~We lost too much of our -
profits each year--the Owyhee wes an
ideal country for Yrustling". ~
In the spring of 1924,weszavé
Upothenrbneh~-leaving with wagonsandt
team,3milk cowsy57 sheep,our chickens
end a few personal belongings.
Cemped that summer on the old Morison
place,5 miles up the river. We slept
under an open shed-cooked and ate in
a little rock shack,6x10. Kenneth
end I watched the sheep while Norm
helped the neighbors hay. That sum-
mer had my firsl experience cooking
for "outsiders"---Fed 5 surveyors &
sgueres a day for three weeks. Got
rid of my surplus chicke and inci-
dentally put some surplus cash in |
the purse, ’
Had quite an experience while
here. One night while Norm was gone,
I woke up to find & strange men at
the foot of my bed.I asked him wheat
he wanted. He was "looking for a
plece to sleep". I told him being
campers we had no place for him but

# Trap

Nor v alteys So
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if he would go on up the river a ways-
“he would find folks that could accommo-
date him. After much hmming end hawing
he fﬁélly went on. When I got up the
next morning, I saw him sneaking out of
the shack. We learned some time lster
that he was an escaped lunatic. )

: We had a fine Sunday School here
‘thet summer thal was well altended. We
had our lessons out under the trees ana
we usually ended up by having & water-
melon feed.

‘ In the fall, we moved down river
for our hay. We built & corrsal for our
milk cows almost a quarter of a mile
from vhere we were camped. This was

11l right until Norm went out as census
eker(agricultdural) but not so good
shen I had both sheep and cows to look
fter. It was January and I often built
. bonufire to thaw out my hands between
ws milked, '
~ Come spring of 1i25. Qur flock
ad increased to 106 sheep and we ’
S I . ecided to go to the mountsins for the
summer-~3teens Ml was the place! After & three weeks trail
where we experienced and overcame any number of difficulties,we
arrived on Steens Mt. I herded the sheep, Norm brot the pack
string and Kenneth on Snowball drove the 0ld black cow and calf,
We had disposed of the rest of our cows. Uhen this trip was cve
over, I felt thal I knew all there was toc know about sheep and
I decided they were the stubbornest,orneriest and most perstifer
ous animal on the face of the earth. T had herded them the ¢ 1
winter before but evidentally their cussedness lay dorment cnly
to show up on the treil, '

We arrived on Steens Mt the 4th. Norm and Ken must 20
fishing the first thing, They had gzood luck and we were fish
hungry. We each ate a dozen trout for our dinner!

' Well, we were now launched in the sheep game,
ing goes, Every spriny o 2
spring we would head
for the mountains and
by November would be
back on the Owyhee fox
our winter's feed.
Ken zot his Schooling
here and there~-no
two winters in the
same place. For five
years we lived in
our tent-summer and
winter. The flock
grew and we inched
shead some every

as the say

vissxm, +he she




jyeer. O no, it was not
ail smooth sailing! At
times difficulties
loomed up that seemed
&liost insurmountable~
mostly shortage of cash
~--but we had had our
"eye teeth" cut by now
anc somehow menaged.to
get thru.

By 1928, our
flock had incressed
to 300 &nd we felt
that by selling now,

j get enough out of them to buy a home again. Anyhow T
wae beginning to feel that the strenuous life I had been tiving
was gettingnthe best of me and it was time to guit. We sold the
sheep to two men-~four hundred to each (security but no MONEY ) »
The home was still in the future.
- Our little house o: the homestesd had burned during the

summer so Kenneth and I moved into a vacant house near Lhe
school house at Crowley-so he could get his usual portion of
schooling. Tt was ‘his fazll that Hoover snd Smith were running
for the presidency., I was on the election board at Crowley.
Twenty-six votes were cast-divided evenly between the two
candidates.

Just before Christmzs, Norm came in from sheep camp with
Llhe announcement that we were zoing to San Diesgo for the holidays
Yhat a scurrying around to get off! We got there Chrisimas
Eve. Afterwards Ken and I stayed on till Easter vacation when
back to Oregon we came, lorm and I went to work ;& Basque
iin lembing camp. Ken g IR , o
boarded for the rest
of the school year,
While in camp, I got
smallpox end wes pretty
sick for a few days,
As soon as I could sit
on & horse, we went
to the Blue Mts for
the summer to look
after this same man's
range. Il was a '
beautifyl location
and we enjoyed the
time spent here az lot. , ;
Lvery morning we could see deer out in front of the house &nd
they did not seem to be afraid. Late in the summer, Norm
went to Califormnia again to see his father who was very sick.
He died in July. When Norm came home, he was driving Father's
Model T,-=-our very first limousine!

That fall we moved to Ontario where Kennetn entered 7th
Grade. Norm and I got & job in the packing plant--sorting and
packing prunes an ¢ apples. We made good money.




/Following are extracts from letters -
written my FolkS—w--
Watson-11-10-24,

"Norm left for Nyssa,Ore. yester-
day to buy our winter's supply of
'grub' also to market the turkevs.
Today we had a touch of N.D.westher.
Snow and a fierce windstomm. T was out
in it all on a 14 mile horseback ride.
Sew & truck turned bottom side up but
none of the four occupants were hurt.
We are fairly comfortable in our new
quarters when it isn't too cold,™

Steen's HMt-Aug 24, 1925,
(this was our first yeer on Steens )
Dear Mothers B
Lvery day I have been planning
Lo write but we seem to be too busy
fishing to get much else done. e
have been here since July 4th and &are
having a fine time. Just now, we are
camped on Kiger Creek~this creek runs
in a deep Borge, the sides of which
must be at least 3800 £, straizht Upoe
There ig¢ another woman on tihe mountain
’ ' She has & homestead just over the :
hill. I "climbed" over there this morning to bring her her mail and
just got back---now it won't surprise you thet I can sit down and
eat 8-4 potatoes and as many fish besides & plateful of beans and
some fruit for dinner--eh? Norm came on down the creek with the
sheep this morning--they are zbout ready to take a rest now---then
we fish, So far we have caught and eaten almost 300 trout(Sonny
keeps count)~--my, they*te finel!! Vou're guilesa fisherman your-
self, Mother and ought to be here io enjoy the sport. Sonny is
getting pretty handy at it too-~the other evening he brought in
five and was as proud as Punch, It has been pretty cold here
the last few dsys--farther up on the mountain, it is snow., We have
been camped unfer the trees until Sunday--then we moved into the
tent. T have learned to do prelty well with a camp stove~~bake light
bread, cake,pies and even tried my hand at cookies(without eggs and
butter).Norm declared they were the best cookies I'd ever made but
I_ know that is "hot airn, We havn't much variety in our eazts-
riee, beans, mecaront and dried fruits, mush and potatoesanc meat-
but one gets so everlastingly hungry here, anylning goes, -
Yesterday, Sonny and I went to the Post Office anc store., We
followed the Kiger Canyon for 14 or 16 miles when all of a sudden
it widens out into a fertile valley and you see ranches, Mostly
wild hay is raised and you see them for miles and miles, It was
wortn the ride to see the country but we got a sackful of meiltoo,
S0 were pretty well satisfied, altho pretiy tired when we got home

at sundown. We don't know where we will be this winter
vet,but we've got to make some arrangements soon &s Sonny must go to
school, Some day, I hope we may have a small piece of

ground where we can have some of the “pleasures® of farm life. -




I'G never be able to nfit in" in town and would want my own cow
chickens and a garden, But offcourse zt the present, we will
stick to the woolies, Sheep are going up right along. Yearling
ewes are selling for $12,00 up and any old scrub, fit for the
Junk heap brings $5.00., Lambs 10 end llc a # Ve have about 40
wether lambs to sell, want to trade them for ewe lambs but giess
there is no chance of thet---they ought to bring us $6.00 4
head, We will probably go back to the Cwyhee for the winter
anc get hay for the sheep, our cow and horses,

O=13-27, "AL Crowley and we hope to shesr in & few deys., It
hes been a cold backward Spring so there has been no hurry ebout
it before. Looks now tho as if it might warm up. Left Sonny

at Watson to finish up his school. Norm and T are Jogging along
in the same ol@ way only just now what leisure time we have,is
~used in picking off ticks...they are a fright this spring and
almost eat us up. e paint the bites with mercurochrome(to
keep out infection) and look like veritable Indian chiefs,®

Aug 4th,1227, " We are back on our trout stream--the Kiger-.
onee more and Sonny is happy, He Just came in with & string of fish
for supper. Only wish you folks were a little closer 80 you could
get in on some of our fish feeds. You would like it here in
Sept when deer season opbens. I have seen & good many this season.
Cne evening, as I came ober s little hill with the woolies, there
were five Dbig bucks facing me. They stood there quite a while
before they discovered me---then they were off. Norm shot a
buck on our way up here, Qne morning at daybrezk as we got up,
he ran past the tent---the gun was handy and Norm Just could not
resist. Ofcourse that ig pretty risky, but he Just did not stop
to "ecount his buttons®, This has been & busy day. All three
took a "swdm" and then washed clothes including & bed blanket.
Weshing 1s quite a taskas we co most of the rubbing between our
hands and the tub is & § gal. can Also baked = big batenh of
bread,.n

Dec.27,1827~~ ""We are in hopes the bank mey peay most of it
back in time...I mean our loss. The other time we lost money
the seme way, we 2ol back 5 %--hope this bank will do better. It
hit us pretty hard this time but no use “erying over spilt milke
We had a nice Xmas--had the luck to be invited out to g couple
of "feeds!" and one night took in the Program end tree at the
school. We have had & lovely fall and have been on heyiforign
week now. Sheep are looking fine andg prospects are for a good
lambing. In & couple of weeks will &ove down +o the sheds and
get ready for the big'"show,!" and busy days. I have & pet sheep
in camp. The other agy I opaked a breadpan full of apples and 1
left them setting on the kitchen box inithe tent while T ran up
the hill for & minute. Vhen I came back, Caeser hag clesned the
pan and believe me, I was sore! She had beat it back to the band
tho so I did not get the satisfaction of giving her & warming
over, This is not much of a letter but wented to zet & line
off in a hurry--so am dashing this off while the spuds and
squash are cooking,."
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In the spring of 1930, Norm was taking the census-and while so
Going hédwas gone from home for some time. Within & week we had
two unfortunste things happen to us. One of the two men thathhed
bought the sheep, took Spotted fever and died---and T came down
with a bad case of Sciatica. Poor Norm WAS in hot weter. As
. ‘soon as his job was
done he went back to
- sheep camp(to save
our investment) =znd I
went to Vale San. =2nd
took hot water trest-
ments until I was able
to get around with &
cane.---~{Yhen school
was out, Norm came for
us and we all went to
Steens Mt for the
summer. I reslly lived
a life of leisurge-
Just the regular camp
-~.work to do.
nso back to Cntario we

?20 : Wl& N ;’;Zf‘alf ;

A‘nna/ /ie’}r&/’?)"ﬁar L
it was school time agai

Igwﬁswtime”ét aii,
hied.,

Inctelling about our experiences on the Owyhee, I forgot to
mention that when we first went there, we had to come to Crowley
for our mail, Tt was a 35 mile trip across Juniper it and 35 miles
back, so we did not go very often. When we did we were usually
loaded(witness two big sacks in back of my saddle}. Too, when
anyone came to see us-they would come to Crowley by stage and by
horse the rest of the way, ' o

The years 1931-32-33 were hard ones. Prices hao dropped
and sheep did not pay their way and it was pretiy much "tug-of
wer! as to who would beat. Norm worked much tos.hard. Ken and I
did our bit by strict economy, working at odd jobs and helping
in any wsy we could.

In lhe spring of 1934, we so0ld this half of tue sheep once
more--~mostly good securityy (ihis is being paid off at intervals)
Dr's orders were that Norm must ease up and take life easier.

We sold Grandpa's old Ford that had served us so well since the
summer of 1929 when we fell heir to it, and bought a Ford Pickup.
We tried it out by tsking a trip to Crater Lake and vicinity.,
Norm spent much time a2t home this winter. In the spring, Ken
gredusted from High School, then back to the mountain for the

~summer. Through the death of Nr Hoskins, we had acquired range

land on Steens Mt--so now we proposed to build & log cabin so as
to heve a permanent home up here.

All summer, while building opertions were going on, we lived
intaosmall grove of Aspen--we used tne tent for sleeping but
cooking and eating was done under the trees. I had five men to
cook for.It waes & cool summer and most often 1 was rigged out in
my geloshes,winter coat and cap while getiing breakfast. I would
have liked to wesr gloves but figured the biscuit dough worked
best without.. I had two goats at this time-~they were too cute
for words. Zvery chance they had, would sneak into the tent and
teke their "seista" on the bed. When chewing their cud, the tent.



l, S ' “would wiggle and the secret was out. I'a
take after them wil. the broom and they

were not slow in moving. Later we put a

fence around camp so as to keep them out.

The snow on the hills near camp
lasted until in July that summer and we
made ice creazm for the noon meal most
every day--the men enjoyed it a lot.

The logs for the cabin were hewed’
by hand so it proved to be quite a Jjob.
However, by the time snow came the cabin
was completed. There were two rooms down
stairs with a hall between. A huge fire-
‘place ip the living room, which has been
a greal pleasure to us. Overhead is one
large room-partly partitioned so as to
‘have two bed rooms in a pinch ( they have
‘been needed a few times 100, .

Kenneth left for the San Diego Aray
. o e o0 and Navy Academy in Sept and I went along
e 2 weees T e keep house, Shortly before the
Holidays, Norm came and he and I immediately started on a trip to
Mexico Citye. We called it our "belated honsymoon®. Were Zone
three weeks in all and had a grand time. While in Calif. T took
in some free classses--sewing and pottery--which I tnoroly enjoyed.
Norm spent this after Christmas season in the hospital and in re-
cuperating from the effects of his operztion,

: As usual when school was over, we went back to the mountain.
Kenneth was busy all summer in building a netting fence around our
field--while I weilded a paint and scrub brush. In due time, the
cabin was in shape and to me, it had real APPEAL, Being busy the
summer passed all too quickly., Norm's time had been spent in sum~-
mering bucks for the sheepmen, ‘
' In Sept. it was back to school ggain and a busy winter.
The following spring e ‘ T
Kenneth finished his ;
5 Junior College work and |
was now ready for %
advanced work.
Back to the moun-
! tain and another busy
summer with fencing and
gardening the main
E occupations. (This was

i

the year 1837.) Norm
summered bucks this year
&lso.

In the meantime,
Kenneth had decided he
wanted to take up radio
engineering, so when
school time rolled =1oy
around, he left for
-8iloam Springs, Ark.to
attend the John Brown"U®,




‘mutton so there wes plenty of fresh j

Kew— 34 = On Oct. 16th Morm and I left the mountzin, We left
|| Ontério by trein for Detroit, Wich to pick up a i
new car. naving stop-over priveleges along the line
we vigited at Le Arands, Qre-Valley City,ND o Hinn-
eapolis,liinn,Austin end at Rochester where Norm
consulte@ the Mayos--he stayed here for observalion
several weeks while I went to Decorah, Towa and made
my sister Louise a real visit. He got out of hosp-
ital just in time for us to make use of the remsnt
of our ticket, ¥e left Detroit with a 1838 Lincoln
| epher and headed southward. Made quite a stay at
| Siloem Springs visiting Ken when we could,before
going on. Qur next stop was New Orleans where we
 stayed nine days. We found the docks here espec-
ially interesting znd spent most of oub time there,
Al Biloxi, Miss. we stayed a month. Had &
lovely little cabin right on the bay and Norm was
fishing much of the time. Qysters were plentiful
nG cheap--s50 we feasted on them royally.
From here to Bredenton for three weeks (Floricus).
Brother AL and Tena were here in their trailer
, aqouse and we sew a lot of them fluring this time.
Here too, Norm did fishing while I enjoyed the sunshine.
e had always had & hankering to see Key West, way off there by

itself at the end of a string of keys-=-accordingly, that was oub

destination now. We arrived there on & Sunday---1 did not think
much of the place and would have been delighted to start right
back. However Norm persuaded me to stay a week--which finadly
ended up in three weeks. I liked it better snd better the longer
we stayed. Ft. Plerce was the next stop, wanting to see some-
thing of the east coast also--here we stayed & month, Fishing
was pretty good and I enjoyed the pine needle club that had besn
organized for the pleasure of the tourist women.

Sterting north, we took in the B
haster concert at the Bk Tower. Rack to
Siloam Springs to stay until school was
out so we could teke our offspring with
us. Going home we had a very interesting
trip. Took in Bryce, Zion and the Grand
Cenyon besides other interesting features
along the way. We were glad Ken could be
with us this time, ;

same as the rest. Dad pastured bucks,Ken
fenced and I cooked. We had our meil
once ih two or three weeks as it was 2
long trip to Diamond--16 miles by trail.
We usually brot supplies enoughto last
the biggest part of the summer supple-
mented by our garden, the rhubarb zhd
gooseberry bushes...and ofcourse fish.
The sheepmen were generous with their

meal ag & rules A spring of ice cold
walter was c¢lose to the cabin,
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Lomust not forget to
mention the part old
onep and Tom played
in this story., Shep
was a felitlful shee
Gog,who was looked
upon ag pert of the
Tamily for 16 years,
‘Be and Kenneth
vractivally grew up
together and were
real pals, Shep
loved to play but
'when called upon to
‘work, he went into

- ‘ P it with just as much
enbin .Sm.  He was born on tlie Owyhee--tiow he is at rest on
lengo Key--a small islend close to Key West, Tom was our mamp
cat end he did a thoro Job of keeping the camp clean of mice, chip-
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munks and the like, But he did not like to move--wienever he
suspected that werwepe moving camp, he would hide out anc meny a

witdle, ¥enneth spent on horseback hunting Tom. When we realized his

"geme', come moving dey, Tom was tied Upe. He did not like the
idez of being put in a sack and tied on top of the pack horse,
Coming back to the .fsll of'38. Kenneth left for John .
Brown sgein--as this was to be his last year in College. Later,
when Norm had gotten his ageustomed deer and the mest put into
Jars, we followed, Key West was our objective for by now, Norm
wes certain IT was the place for him. Stopped in San Diego to see
lother Dahle, then on to Siloam Springs to Bave a peek st Kenneth
before going to Key West. This time we stayed three months,
Norm bought a boat and was out on the waler every day snd zs g
result he felt made-over, And, believe it or not, T learned to
swim! This talk about an old dog not learning new tricks-~there
is nothing to it. Anyhow, on the strength of this, we bought a
couple of lote with two shacks on them-~vhere we hoped to have
a home eventusally. hen godng back to Oregon this time, we
caie thru Georgia, the Carolinas and Tennessee before landing
in Siloam Springs. In liay, we saw Kenneth receive his College
diploma, after which we went on to oleens Mt and he remained to
oo to work!, His first job landed him in St Fremcisville,
Louisizna~~-here he was radio repaipman, gas station altendsnt
end clerk in the store, all in one. iHis hours were from 5 A
till any time up t111 11 P, His weges were not much but he
was getting a lot of valuable experience, On Steens It, we
carried on as usual-~gardening,fencing ete. We had leased the
range thils year instead of running bucks and had less respon~-

sibility. We sold the L.z, that spring,

Come October, we started out again. It seems that we were
alweys either coming or going. This time we loaded the old
"pickupt with many extras we wanted to take along to Key Westw-
bedding, dishes, tools and the like, for we had decided to do
some work on our "estate!, We covered the load witii a canvas,
covered wagon style and becsuse of the welght had overload




springs added when we reazched Los Angeles, We took a little side
trip in Louisiasna in order to sce how Ken was faring. We were
not much impressed with the town where he worked. I had heerd
of the "Old,old South¥---this surely was e sample of ity and not
much future for a young men. T saw things on the shelves of
that store that surely could be considered antiques~—-and
evidentally there was & sale for the stuff. Jobs were scarse
however and he was going to "stick it out! & litile longer,

in Key Vest~-we began at once 1o tear down one sheck and
remodel the other to serve as our own home. In place of the
shack pulled down, we built two small cotteges for renting.  We

worked like Trojans all winter. There was so much to do. Land to

clear, an accumulation of rubbish, bottles anc théilike over &

‘period of years-to haul awey, planting, painting etc, ete, ete.

The cottages were completed by New Years end rented at once.
By spring the home was made liveble-~ T had Jusl taken a long
breath and was fixing to enjoy it when the "wanderlust™ descended

_upon us again and we got ready to go North. The month before

- however Ken came home for a visit.
- Instead of going back, he ‘
- procured work with Pan-Americen
Alrweys at Coconut Grove where
~he 1s now,
We rented the home and
Leftikéy West by bus en route
to New Yoek City. Made a side
Ctrip to Willismsbury, Va to eee
the reconstructed Colonial
“buildings, also spent a couple
of days in the Nation's
Capitol where we had an interw
esting time. Spent one day at
the Falr---we fell that dne
P P - day was enough as we had taken
f@? A | in the Chicagec Fair in 1934
~ and fairs are pretty much alike,
Visited friends at So Orange,

NJ before going on by streamliner to Detroit, Mich. Here &
new Ford de luxe station wagon was awaiting our plesassure, .

Before leaving in the "wagon!" we spent the week-end with friends
at Fostoria, Ohio. IEnroute home, we wvisited relatives, in Towa,
Minnesots, North Dakota.snd friends in different parts of Wesh,
We drove thru Glacier Park, Reineer Park, Grand Coulee Dam,
around the Olympic Peninsula, ferried across the Columbia and

finally doubled back to Steens Wit This was altogether s
most wonderful trip and put us in the right frame of mind to
en, joy our summer. Having developed quite a hobby in semi-

precilous rocks--much time that was not taken up in fencing and
gardening, was taken up in hunting rocks, hither and yon.

Now, we were living on Hasy Streetl--at least it seems
so to us when we cantteke time to do a few of the things we have
hoping to do for so long. We enjoyed the summer and before
we had time to turn around, it was October once more and we
mast get off the mountain before too much bad weather set in.




G o0 Up & bed in
HULS U0 under the top in the day-
S S0 we could crawl in--sort of sn upper
berth and equally tricky to g into. Pinel! Xow, we were inda-
pencent of tourist cemps and te the trip back to Key Vest via
California in record time, Stopped to see Ken at Coconut Grove
a8 we canme thru.-He was heppyrand contented in his work.,
Tt was nice to get back to Ley West and walk into our very own
homea g

e Tound we did not have room for QUI' HEILY TOCKS, Sieiis
and other odds and ends we collect as we go along. We needed
more room!i-~~~hence the Hobby House was built. Tt has a closet,
bath and smell corner kitchenette so will serve as & guest house
glso. Norm built & bench in his shop where he can grind and pol~
ish rocks during spare time. He did a lot of work on the place
planting trees,bushes and flowers of all kinds. He had to hagl
in much extre soil as there was little to start with. He even
hag a lawn started, My job was to paint the insice of’ the hobby
house and meke curtains ete, Raght now, my most enjoyable
hobby is sketching & day each week,

And that brings us to the Jear 1941 and the last one
to be '"chroniciled" in this manuscript.

On April 20th, after getting urgent swanons from Oregon
regarding business matters, we left John Bowditch in care of our
home =nd the cottages(tenants in both) and started north, A week
later found us in Ontario, Oregon end still another week and we
were on the mountain, However it was not all sunshine getting
to our mountsain home this timgmm—wit really was too early in the
season to attempt the trip., e wound up by abandonibg the car

3 miles from the csabin and with each one Carrying & pack, we
"hoofed" it in. :

As T write this on May 24th--we have been here two
weeks. The leaves are Just out on the trees, the hills around us
are covered with snow and the birds are making their nests. Since
coming here we have hsed two snow storms and considereble rain,

It is cool outside so we have a fire in the fireplace and ljorm in

~his Father's old leather Morris chair is reacing the Geogrephic

Megazine---and you know what T am doing. Yesterday, Worm walked
to the P.O. and back in order to mail some letters--it was a 3g
mile trip-~he could not have done that 3 vears &Z0.

Reading over my manuscript ¥ Rave hae more grief then
fun during all those Jears. Nol so~-~we have had plenty of both.
I have related all this from Bedmory end jotted down things as they
came to mind, After all, it is s story of a few of our experiences
and I really hayn't bebun to tell anything. On June 29th, it will
be 26 years since we took each other “for better or worse',
Whet mey happen between now end then we will soon know.

We have an abundance to be thenkful for---we own our
home, we have fair health,and Ken is on his own and making zood~
a8 parents, we are proud of him,

LA Fﬁiz&*)&ooo



Meny, many years ego

Twenty-five to be exect-

Dressed in white, I took in tow

A most unusual craft.

Wedlock, was its name

Twas a boat just built for two.
Many are they thet try the oars
Those that succeed are few-

The minister's warning,"for better or worse®
Wes dinged into our ears--

A8 we slearted out to win the world
Mid loads of rice and cheers.,

We trevelled far thru several states
To a bleak and lonely town;
Where four mules &nd a wagon stout
et the blushing bride and groom,
At breek of dey, the journey started
O'er rough and dusty roads-
At twilight,in the distance far
l We spied our home sweet home,
That night for supper,we feasted

, On red-hot beans and sour dough bread-
l ' The bride she thotythis is not so goodt
3 But the body must be fed.
And thus began the voyage
In the craft Jjust built for two.

' There heve been meny ups and downs since then
The waves both high and rough-

! Jut they never quite submerged uss;
Por them, we were “too tought.
So here we are toflay,

g HMeybe some worse for wear
Wefve logt & lot of our former pep
e are classed with the "old gray maren
sut we are glad to be alive today

é To be sound in body snd mind-
We thank our Lord who sll these years
Has been to us most kind.

] By Klere B. Dahle.







Iqeﬁer down the Road of Life

You two have made your way,
Each year a stepping store to this—
Your Silver Weddinq qu!

And now how hqppq you must be,
How proud you must be, tool
And so"Congratuletions”

1o two splendid folks like qou!
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