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And so they were
married, At 12 Noon,
June 29th, 19216 at
Our Saviour's Luther-
an Church, Valley
City, N.D. The recep=
‘tion at the home of
brother Andrew, who
also gave the bride
caway, Art was best
-men while Al had the
~honor of being the
Cdriver of tue wedding
Ytaxiy ‘

’ At 7330 P.M. amid

. e s 8Showers of rice and
well wished of friends andg relatives, they were off on the Soo

iLine for Canada and Oregon with a brief visit at Carpio, ND with
relatives, ' On July 4th, we arrived at Vale, Oregon
zoing on to Riverside that afternoon where a friend and his
sturdy farm wagon and two spans of mules met the newly-weds,
July Sth at 5 AM, we started out from Riverside. All day
ilong we jogged along the hot dusty and deeply rutted road, I
sat between the two gentlemen--one minute sleeping on one shoul~
der and ere long on the other fellows. At 7P.M. the homestead
came to view---my new “Home Sweet Home'. We found supper ready
preparsc by Joe--the man and maid of all work while Norm was
getting married, It consisted of hot sour-dough brezd and brown
besns well flavored o :
with red pepper. I can
Ltaste them yet--they
left a hot trail all )
the way down. Those
beans more then any-
thing else, made me
realize that now the
honeymoon was over and
the desert had me cor-
nered. XNorm was very
good~~he stuck pretty
close to the house un-
til I got my bearings,
Housekeeping here was’
entirely different from ot i ke
what I had been used to. That first summer was spent in house-
hold duties, including the care of the chickens and the milking
of cows. I papered our little home and hung up curteing---it was
really cute, '
Norm was. busy heading grain for the neighbors and much of
the time was away from home nights also, He gave me a lovely
pearl handled pistol to keep under my pillow, in case I had use
for firearms! I never had occasion to try it out, o
My worst pest that summer was the milk cows. In Oregon,
the calves share the milk with the milk®ELhalf and half. The calf




hTméog:faf?wfﬁf§hfirst gets his half,
~ then comes the milker's
turn. Somelimes both
nilk at the same time
fand it is quite a race
‘as to which one gets
thru first. Cows stay
in the corral at night
vhike calves browse
outside and in the day
time it is visa versa
and cows stray where
~ever fancy tekes them;
My Firstridein Ea.Orenan =9l - perhaps miles away.
Well trained cows should come home to their offspring at dusk,
Every night I would scan the horizon in every direction for & =
sign of the strays. Along about midnight, they would announce
their coming~--it was z regular bedlam, with calves and cows
bawling. In sheer desperation, I would get up and milk in order
to have pesace, ‘

I think, poesibly, tine scariest time I had thet first
summer,was the day half a dozen of the neighbors came to visit—
coming at 10:30AM anc staying all day---men women and children.
They no doubt planned it so to see if T wes equal to the occasion
Thenks to & fine garden, a big home-cured ham &nd by sacrificing
my one jar of strawberry jam, that Mother hac sent along in my
trunk from home~-and using it as flavoring for a tapioca pudding
we had a "swell feed", so they daid. Which remincsmme--Norm had €
on hand at that time 10# each of tapioca and sago which lasted
me for 15 years. S S . ,

Having filed e Ao W Flaneh
on & homestead the « |
spring before, come ! |
sept. we moved onto it
endé lived in a tent ~
while we built a little
home there. It wes
built from native rock
quarried right on our
own land. The house had
three rooms with plenty
of windows. Neighbors
called it the "Glass
House", By Thanksgiving §
the house was finished - - , o RO
end once more I got busy papering, varnishing, meking curtaing
ete. It wes this fall also that Norm brot me Snowballes little
white Indisn pony. He paid $12.50 for him. T had tried to ride
one of Norm's saddle horses before this but they were so tall,T
was scared to death. I soon learned to ride Snowbsll---he could

rurunikikentheiwdnd which I thoroly enjoyed sfter I once had cour—
&ge to try it. The neighbors used to tell Jow they watched the
fence posts when I first started to ride to see If T wes actually
moving, Come C hristmas, we trimmed a Juniper tree and asked




- Hekse on my Aomectead buPneighborsifor

" Christmas dinner. We

- had nice dishes and

- silver that had been
Ziven us as wedding
‘presents and I set &

- nice table. But our
neighbors felt that I
was trying to pul on

- "log" and laughed at
me for it--I never
tried thet agadn.

In Feb. Norm

. brot me two orphan

. dambs tiet I raised

e L on the bottle. Because

other big, I nemed them Mutt and Jeff.They
furnished us with no end of amusement and as it happened Jeff was
the start of our flock of sheep and lived io & ripe old age.

In March, the time was up on the homestead and we moved
back to Norm's place. The summer passed very much &as the year
before--FNorm working awsy from home and T sleeping with a gun
under my pillow. Norm's father came to see us in August--he did
not think much of our location for a home but he did enjoy hunt~
ing our jackrabbits with which the country was over-run, When he
left I went with him as far as Ontario, where I stayed for & mottth
during which time & big event in our lives took place, Kenneth
was born on Sept. 6th. I remember how Norm sold his favorite
saddle horse to the U.S.Cavalry to pay Dr and hospital bills.

The only three babies born in our valley that year,came during
the week of Sept.5 tol2th.--two boys and = eirl, S

Rack to the homestead for the winter. Ve raised s bumper
crop of potatoes that fzll and what we did not sell, went into a
pit. Towards spring Norm had a bad attack of "flu®., Now Snow-
ball end I did Your stuff®. As soon &s Ken was put to sleep in the
morning,T'd jump on the pony,gallop the mile across to N's ranch,
to feed the stock. The leubs were a year old now and they gallops«
ed slong with us--so tired sometimes that their tongues hung out.
Wouldn't that have been & movic g e i N
for you? We made the trip twice =
& day for a week and kuckily I

“kept well. -

' Yhen spring came we
found the potatoes had rotted
80 were thrown oute.

And back to Norm's ranch
again. Now however I had Ken
who was a lot of company.
Nerm scted as deputy assessor
this spring and was gone from
home & long time. Got a wagon
for Kem so he was safe while
chores were cared for. One
evening during this time I o




+ must meke a trip to the P.Cy As soon as Ken hac gone 1o sleep

I tied him to the bed so if he awoke before T got back, he would

not fall out of bed., ‘

sSomething funny had teken place on my homestead during the

summer vhile we were zone, When We opened the door to the house in
the fall, the awfullest oder met us. We had ¢uite a hunt before we
found the cause.--Way over in & corner out of sight, we found all
the rotten potatoes we had thrown out the spring before--there
were several pails. Some pack rat hac been very industriocus curing
our absence. Too, we found the overshoes full of dried prunes and
beans that had been left behing,

Wer was on in earnest and men of Norm's age were being
drafted. He had received hig call for sometime in November asnd we
were planning what Ken and I were to do during his absence. Norm
leased his range cattle--35 head~--to & man on the Owyliee River [lor
a periond of three vears.  Then shortly before he was to leave, we
? learned that the
- Armistice had been
- signed, We were
ofcourse delighted
about this--~but’
what should he do n
now! He was Rike
a "fish out of water
without his cattle.
30 the following
spring he negotiated
with Mr Hsrral to
get his cattle back
and mede & purchese
' ‘ L of his ranch.--This

Wen Wlawa ——  flapr G Tegd . ...'Spring he was depuly
gss8ass8or once more, Then élong in May,we loaded the ferm wegon
with our belengings, ¢rossed Juniper Mountsins over soime awful
roads and literslly catapulted onto the Owyhee River over a steep
grede, Our hired men welcomed us with the fact that the house
was "alive with bedbugs!, We gat up our tents where we lived sll
summer vhile house was fumigated again and again until by fall
it was fit to move into.

' Once more I got busy with paint brush etc, The house was
very dark and dingy so the rock valls were kalsomined white and
the woodwork also white, Now, it was more inviting. :

For three years I had been dreadfully homesick so in
Nov. Norm took ug to the railroad and we made & trip back to
Minnesota and North Dekota to see my folks. Kenneth was now two
Jears old but had not offered to S8y a word. However a&s soon &8
he had other children to play with, he talked plenty, We stay-
ed until spring when we went back to Oregon and we were both glad
to get back. While we were gone, Norm had cleared ground and set
out a nice orchard, We found there was a lot of work connected
with irrigetion but it dig raise crops.

In the meantime Mutt hec been killed by a bobeat but
Jeff came with us to the river.

And here we are right at 1920. And it was s memorable




year for two reasons.
IV was the yesar we
got #20.00 for our
‘heay. Things looked
rosy--things do when
there is cash in your
Jeens! This was also
the year I taught
school at $125.00 per
-month-bLiggest pay .
.check I ever received.
It mesnt a new floor
and a screened porch
on the old house,
e Five miles morning
; pplies!®q and night for Snowball
I ' ‘ - and I--leaving before
daylight and coming home at dusk during the short winter Geys.e
We also bullt the new water wheel this year and Ken was on the
Job with daddy every day., V
From this time on until 1924,life was one round of irpi-
gating,haying and riding for cattle. Twicw & year Norm made a -
trip to the reilroad for supplies--it took a whole week., The pace
a8 too much for Norm snd his heslth Dbroke, T had reised a few
"bum" lambs every spring bo by now had a flock of 57 head.. W
decided to mzive up ranching. Norm was not able to do the work
and by the time we hired a man and paid our interest, we had
nothing to show for our work, In the meaniime we o d sold our
cattle.-~We lost too much of our -
profits each year--the Owyhee wes an
ideal country for Yrustling". ~
In the spring of 1924,weszavé
Upothenrbneh~-leaving with wagonsandt
team,3milk cowsy57 sheep,our chickens
end a few personal belongings.
Cemped that summer on the old Morison
place,5 miles up the river. We slept
under an open shed-cooked and ate in
a little rock shack,6x10. Kenneth
end I watched the sheep while Norm
helped the neighbors hay. That sum-
mer had my firsl experience cooking
for "outsiders"---Fed 5 surveyors &
sgueres a day for three weeks. Got
rid of my surplus chicke and inci-
dentally put some surplus cash in |
the purse, ’
Had quite an experience while
here. One night while Norm was gone,
I woke up to find & strange men at
the foot of my bed.I asked him wheat
he wanted. He was "looking for a
plece to sleep". I told him being
campers we had no place for him but
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if he would go on up the river a ways-
“he would find folks that could accommo-
date him. After much hmming end hawing
he fﬁélly went on. When I got up the
next morning, I saw him sneaking out of
the shack. We learned some time lster
that he was an escaped lunatic. )

: We had a fine Sunday School here
‘thet summer thal was well altended. We
had our lessons out under the trees ana
we usually ended up by having & water-
melon feed.

‘ In the fall, we moved down river
for our hay. We built & corrsal for our
milk cows almost a quarter of a mile
from vhere we were camped. This was

11l right until Norm went out as census
eker(agricultdural) but not so good
shen I had both sheep and cows to look
fter. It was January and I often built
. bonufire to thaw out my hands between
ws milked, '
~ Come spring of 1i25. Qur flock
ad increased to 106 sheep and we ’
S I . ecided to go to the mountsins for the
summer-~3teens Ml was the place! After & three weeks trail
where we experienced and overcame any number of difficulties,we
arrived on Steens Mt. I herded the sheep, Norm brot the pack
string and Kenneth on Snowball drove the 0ld black cow and calf,
We had disposed of the rest of our cows. Uhen this trip was cve
over, I felt thal I knew all there was toc know about sheep and
I decided they were the stubbornest,orneriest and most perstifer
ous animal on the face of the earth. T had herded them the ¢ 1
winter before but evidentally their cussedness lay dorment cnly
to show up on the treil, '

We arrived on Steens Mt the 4th. Norm and Ken must 20
fishing the first thing, They had gzood luck and we were fish
hungry. We each ate a dozen trout for our dinner!

' Well, we were now launched in the sheep game,
ing goes, Every spriny o 2
spring we would head
for the mountains and
by November would be
back on the Owyhee fox
our winter's feed.
Ken zot his Schooling
here and there~-no
two winters in the
same place. For five
years we lived in
our tent-summer and
winter. The flock
grew and we inched
shead some every

as the say

vissxm, +he she




jyeer. O no, it was not
ail smooth sailing! At
times difficulties
loomed up that seemed
&liost insurmountable~
mostly shortage of cash
~--but we had had our
"eye teeth" cut by now
anc somehow menaged.to
get thru.

By 1928, our
flock had incressed
to 300 &nd we felt
that by selling now,

j get enough out of them to buy a home again. Anyhow T
wae beginning to feel that the strenuous life I had been tiving
was gettingnthe best of me and it was time to guit. We sold the
sheep to two men-~four hundred to each (security but no MONEY ) »
The home was still in the future.
- Our little house o: the homestesd had burned during the

summer so Kenneth and I moved into a vacant house near Lhe
school house at Crowley-so he could get his usual portion of
schooling. Tt was ‘his fazll that Hoover snd Smith were running
for the presidency., I was on the election board at Crowley.
Twenty-six votes were cast-divided evenly between the two
candidates.

Just before Christmzs, Norm came in from sheep camp with
Llhe announcement that we were zoing to San Diesgo for the holidays
Yhat a scurrying around to get off! We got there Chrisimas
Eve. Afterwards Ken and I stayed on till Easter vacation when
back to Oregon we came, lorm and I went to work ;& Basque
iin lembing camp. Ken g IR , o
boarded for the rest
of the school year,
While in camp, I got
smallpox end wes pretty
sick for a few days,
As soon as I could sit
on & horse, we went
to the Blue Mts for
the summer to look
after this same man's
range. Il was a '
beautifyl location
and we enjoyed the
time spent here az lot. , ;
Lvery morning we could see deer out in front of the house &nd
they did not seem to be afraid. Late in the summer, Norm
went to Califormnia again to see his father who was very sick.
He died in July. When Norm came home, he was driving Father's
Model T,-=-our very first limousine!

That fall we moved to Ontario where Kennetn entered 7th
Grade. Norm and I got & job in the packing plant--sorting and
packing prunes an ¢ apples. We made good money.




